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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA

ROY PINSON,
Plaintiff,

Judge:
VS.

Case No:

HOWARD BASKIN, individually, and
BIG CAT RESCUE CORP,,
a not-for-profit Florida Corporation

Defendant.

COMPLAINT TO SAVE JUMA
AN AFRICAN LIONESS

The Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, presents this Honorable Court with a potential landmark case
involving a hand raised domesticated four-year-old, federal Endangered Species Act (ESA)
protected African Lioness named Juma and the unprecedented extraconstitutional powers
committed under the leadership of Executive Director, Eric Sutton, FWC Commissioner, Rodney
Barreto, and the other six Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners against a Class

1 Wildlife License holder lawfully operating an animal enterprise.

Juma’s History

Juma was born January 26, 2018. Her mother was a
beautiful white lion named Mali. I didn't have my own
facility at the time, but I saw her at least every other
day. Most of the time it was Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday. A lot of times I'd spend the night so we could
be together. If [ wasn't there, she would be with the people
that owned the facility. She was never just left alone. She
always had someone to show her love. Juma had some
problems, if she'd been born in the wild, she wouldn't have
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lived. To begin with she was walking a little funny. I just
chalked that up to her being so young. By the time she was
two (2) months old, she wasn't using her back legs. She'd
have to pull herself around with her front legs. 1 took her
to the veterinarian and they said that her calcium seemed to
be okay, but that she had weak bones and a cracked
vertebrae and might grow out of it. I was bottle feeding her
and made sure | gave her extra vitamins along with calcium
and plenty of love. She was my life. It took about two (2)
months, but she started using her back legs. The vet told me
I needed to keep her from climbing up onto stuff and
jumping down. When I was at the facility, I kept her inside
and the bond between us grew super strong. She was a real
good girl. While playing, she'd bite me and claw me when
I was awake, but if I was sleeping, she wouldn't bother
me. I slept on a couch in the living room. If I was asleep,
she'd come put her chin on the couch and nudge me. Then
I'd pick her up and we'd sleep together. It wasn't long
before she got to where she was climbing on everything and
I couldn't take her inside anymore, but that didn't mean that
I didn't sleep with her from time to time, still. She was off
the bottle by then, but I still had to give her vitamins, so [
had to cut her meat up in small portions to hide the vitamins
in and hold it in my hand. She was very good about not
biting my hand. She could tell the difference between the
meat I was feeding her and my hand, even if I had juice all
running down my arm. To this day, she's still good that
way. No matter what she's eating, if it's in my hand, she'll
take it but my hand is safe. She's never been aggressive
while eating. I can walk into her enclosure with her food
and feed it to her. Another thing she does is she'll take my
hand or my arm in her mouth and lightly chew on it or
pulsate on it. It's kind of like a pacifier to her. She started
doing that as a cub and still does it. As she was growing
up, I'd put a collar on her and take her for walks. She loved
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going around to the other enclosures seeing all the other
animals. She was never aggressive toward any of them. As
I said before, at the time, I didn't have a facility. I had to
keep her with someone that did. I made sure I saw her quite
often. The longest she ever went without seeing me was 2
days and then I'd go spend hours with her. Once I was able
to get my own facility, I put a tent up a few feet from her
enclosure to stay in and I saw her every day and made sure
she got plenty of love. Juma is now four and has spent her
whole life with me. For the past 2 years, it was every single
day. Unfortunately, because of issues with paperwork that
FWC and I were having, | needed to file an appeal. I filed
the appeal, but they came in and took Juma. FWC claimed
I didn't file the appeal. When | showed them evidence of
my appeal on my phone, they said, “it's in the wrong court,
“we're taking her anyway.” They were very insistent that
she go to Carol Baskin's Big Cat Rescue. Juma is used to
getting loved regularly. She has always been caressed and
hand-fed by me. Juma will be deprived of all of my
physical human contact at Big Cat Rescue. [ am so worried

b

for her. I know she's wondering what's going on not being
able to see me. Big Cat Rescue will not let me see her.
That's the way they worked it to separate Juma from
me. My worry 1s that she may get depressed. They've
already said she's not eating like she should. The last Lion
they took from someone was a male that died within 5
months. For the record, I've never abused Juma or any other
animal in any way (See Sworn Affidavit of Juma’s History
Exhibit 1).

Both Juma and her owner were caught in the crosshairs of Carole Baskin’s corporate
roadside zoo’s greed and FWC’s desire for an inequality of power among FWC, the legislature

and the Florida Supreme Court. FWC’s conduct in this case is a direct challenge to the American
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founding principles of governmental checks and balances. Specifically, FWC is abusing its quasi-
judicial powers in a manner that threatens the independence, authority and the principal role of the
Florida Supreme Court and the judicial branch of government (See Exhibit 2 FWC Organizational
Chart). FWC, a constitutionally created government agency with quasi-judicial and police powers
is challenging the Supreme Court’s constitutional and jurisdictional powers to interpret the actions
of the other two branches of Florida government in a manner that is consistent with a landmark
1960 case, called #arvrony v, Holland, 125 3024 749, 751 (Fla. 1960}, which 1s sull the prevailing
faw as of the date of this court filing. FWC Executive Director, Eric Sutton and The Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, negligently or intentionally participated in
unconstitutional acts or have ratified unlawful police conduct which conflict with the separation
of powers of the House and Senate in the Florida Legislature regarding private possession and
ownership of wildhife that s legally classified [hiving] personal property.

The Executive Director and the seven FWC Commissioners negligently or intentionally
are exercising extra-constitutional powers and are infringing upon the fundamental liberties and
the constitutional substantive rights to private property ownership and the procedural due process
rights of every Floridian and FWC licensee. The names of the FWC Commissioners who are
overseeing the permanent deprivation of the subject living property, Juma, and who will bear legal
responsibility should Juma be killed through negligence or recklessness of Carole Baskin’s
roadside zoo for caged endangered captive animals are the following: Rodney Barreto; Robert A.
Spottswood, Steven Hudson, Gary Nicklaus, Gary Lester, Sonya Rood and Michael W. Sole (See
Exhibit 3 FWC Commissioners). Executive Director, Eric Sutton, and Rodney Barreto have been
lobbied by Kate McFall of HSUS to move FWC toward an adversarial relationship with the

individual licensees FWC is supposed to be serving. Instead, licensees are looked upon as potential
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criminal defendants who have priceless assets that FWC is waiting for the opportunity to seize and
redistribute to their most favored stakeholders. The Executive Director and the seven FWC
Commissioners have the authority to correct the wrongs committed by FWC Captain Kara Hooker,
Lt. Louis Hinds and Officer Erika Zimmerman. The FWC executive leadership and senior
management have abandoned Juma, an ESA protected lioness at Carole Baskin’s roadside zoo for
caged endangered animals.

Juma was injured, isolated, financially exploited and emotionally abused in direct
contravention to the stated mission of FWC, whose primary reason for its existence as an
organization is “to protect wildlife”.

As noted at the FWC website, “Stakeholder” input is an important part of the FWC
Commission meeting process. Because of this, FWC schedules Commission meetings at different
locations across the state and offers individuals the opportunity to address the Commission about
issues under consideration. FWC welcomes participation at these meetings from all stakeholders.
The Humane Society of the United States (Hereinafter referred to as HSUS) is an influential
stakeholder advising the seven FWC Commissioners to engage in policies that expand
governmental extra-constitutional authority that infringe upon inalienable human rights to life,
liberty, due process and the pursuit of happiness.

The Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability (OPPAGA) is a
research arm of the Florida legislature. OPPAGA was created by the legislature in 1994 to help
improve the performance and accountability of state government (See Exhibit 4 OPPAGA).

The Plaintiff submits the incorporated memorandum containing the following academic
legal analysis to provide this Honorable Court with the background of the underlying fundamental

conflicts existing between the citizenry, the elected representatives in the legislature, the Florida
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Supreme Court and the constitutionally appointed committee of seven FWC Commissioners, that

led to the unlawful actions that gave rise to this matter:

“Thirty states ban the private ownership of dangerous big cate by statuie in
one form or another. This memorandum addresses the 1ssue of whether the
Florida Legisiature has the power to enact a statute to ban private ownership
of big cats. The tssue arises becanse the Florida Constitution grants quasi-
tegislative powers to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission {the “FW{7 or the “Commuission™} by constituticnal
amendment. The FWC asserts that these amendments grant the agency
exchusive power over captive wildlife in addition to the clear grant of power
over nattve animvals living 1o the wild. However, as explained below, both
the basic concepts of interpretation of Constititional language and the
funited case law show the FW{ s assertion 10 be clearly tncorrect. Condrary
to the FWC s position, the Florida Legislature has the power 1o pass a
statute to ban private ownership of dangerous big cats.

IL. BACKGROUND
a. Constitutional History

The FWC dertves some of its power from Article 4, Section 9 of the Florida
Constitution that creates the agency and outlines ite authority 1o regulate
wild animal Bife. The FWC s predecessor agency, the Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission {the “GFC7), was created by constitutional
amendment in 1942, Article 4, Section 30 of the 1942 Flonda Constitution
(later rerumbered as current Section ©) reads in part as follows:

P'From and  after January |, 1943, the management, restoration,
conservaiion and regulation of the birds, game, fur bearing onimals, and
freshrwotder fish of the State of Florida * * * shall be vested in a Commission
0 be known as & Game and Fresh Water Fish Comission ¥ * * 7 (Emphasis
added).

7. “The Legislature may enact laws in aid of, but not inconsistent with, the
provisions of this arvendrent”

In 1968, the Florida Constitution was amended and the grast of power to
GFC in renumbered Section 9 of the Flonda Constitution was again revised
to read in part;

The commission shall exercise the regulatory and executive powers of the

state with respect towild arpmal life and frest water cupusic life. (Frophasis
added).
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Accordingly, from 19472 t¢ 1968 the constitntional amendments changed the
GFC s authonty from powers over “birds, game, fur bearing ammals of the
State of Florida” to “wild animal ife” No legislative history is available for
either arendment.

In 1974, the constitutional amendment that created the GFC was vet again
amended. Like the 1968 version, the 1974 constitutional amendment also
uses the phrase “wild animal life and fresh water aquatic life” The 1974
amendroeot states i part

The commission shall exercise the regulatory and executive powers of the
state with respect to wild animcd fije and fresh water aquatic life, except that
all Heense fees for taking wild animal lite and fresh water aguatic life and
penalties for viclating regulations of the commission shall be prescribed by
specific statute. The legislature may enact laws in aid of the commission,
not inconsistent with this section. (Emphasis added).

In 1999, the FW was created as a result of a merger of the GFC with the
Marine Fisheries Commnussion “for the purpose of unmifying the state’s
narwral resources conservation efforis”” See, Editors’ Noles, West's Fla
Ntat Ann. Const. Art 4 § 9 (20153) (emphbasis added). The Editor’s Note
clearly describes FW{ s constititionally -mandated mission as conservation
of natural resources, not regulation of prnvately-owned animeals hiving in
cages.

The 1999 constitutional amendment remains in force today. The language
of the amendment central to the subject matter of thus memorandum states:

The commission shall exercise the regulatory and executive powers of the
siate with reapect to wild avimal fife and fresh water agquatic hfe, and shall
also exercise regulatory and executive powers of the state with respect to
maring life, except that all license fees for the taking wild animal life, fresh
water aguatic life, and marine life and penalties for violating regulstions of
the commuission shall be prescribed by general law. The legistature may
enact laws 1 aid of the commission, not inconsistent with this section,
except that there shall be no special law or general law of tocal application
pertaining to hunting or fishing.

West's Fla, Stat. Ann. Const. Art. 4 § 9 (2015) demphasis added).

b. Judicial Precedent

In 1960, the Florida Supreme Court decided the issue of whether the 1942
constitutional amendment granted the FWEO s predecessor, the GFC, the

power 1o regulate captive wildhife. Barrow v Holland, 123 80.2d 749, 751
{Fla. 19603 in Barrow, the Florida Supreme Court held that the predeceasor
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to FW( had no power under the 1942 constitutional amendment “to regulate
the use of purely private property fmported into this Sate even though such
property be wildlife acquired in some other state” Bamrow, 125 50.2d at
7A1

Barrow owned a wildhite exhibit in Florida that housed many animals,
mncluding domesticated animals, native species, and non-native species bom
outside the State and transported into the State by Barrow. Barrow, 125
So.2d at 7SO, The FWC s predecessor, the GFC, refused to give Barrow a
permit to operate the exhibit. Id. Barrow sought an injunction against the
clostng of his business, the injunction was denied, and the appeal followed.
id. at 730,

Un appeal, Barrow argued that the FWOs predecessor “had no power 1o
reguiate the control of animals which have been reduced to private
possession.” 1d. The Court analyzed the language of the 1942 Constitution
and held that the FW{ s predecessor “has been given no power o require
that the owner of non-native birds and animals obtain a permut in order to
exhibit them o the State” Id. at 751, As stated above, Article IV, Section
30 i part read as follows:

1. “From and after January 1, 1943, the management, restorafion,
conservation and regulation of the Airds, game, fur bearing arimals, and
fresh water fish of the State of Florida * * * shall be vested 1o a Conunission
o be known as a Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission * ¥ %0

4. “Among the powers granted to the Commission by this Section shall be
the power o fix bag hmits and to fix open and closed seasouns, on a
statewide, regional or local basis, as 1t may find o be appropriate, and to
reguiate the manner and method of taking, transporting, storing and using
birds, game, fur bearing animals, fresh water fish, repiites, and amphibians

fd. at 750; Fla. Const, Art 4 § 30 {1974} {emphasis added}. Regarding the
constitutional amendment, the Court further held:

In approving Article IV, Section 30, it was obviously intended to create a
governmential agency clothed with power adeguate 1o protect, preserve and
promote the fresh water fish and game of the State. The justification for the
eswiblisfunent of such a Conumission stems from the Niote's mnteresi in
awrincdls ferae naturae. 1His a concept as old as the Common Law that such
ammals are owned by the State for the benefit of all of the people. This 1s
not in the nature of g private proprietary ownership, It 15 in the nature of a
title in trust with the public the beneficiary. Under this concept the State has
the power 1o regulgte the taking of wildlife and its reduction to possession.
To the extent that confinement and transportation are related to the basic
purpose of protecting, preserving and promoting the wildlife of the State as
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a public asset then such activities are subject to control and regulation by
the appellee Comnussion,

Unee such aniroals ferae vaturae bave been legitimately reduced to private
control, confinement and possession, they become private property. When
this occurs the owner thereof cannot be deprived of the use thereof, except
in accord with all of the elements of due process which protect one’s
ownership of private propenty generally. In other words, once the animals
are tegitimately removed from their natural condition and are brought indo
confinement through private ownership, they cease to be a subject of
reguiation by appelice Commission

id. {citations onnited’ (emphasis added) Because the Cowrt held that the
Commission was created tor the preservation of amimals ferae naturae, the
Commission had no power to regulate non-native animals and domesticated
amimals o private possession. Id. at 731-2; see also, Black’s Law
Dhctionary {10th ed. 2014}, ferae naturae (“{of amimals) wild, untamed;
undomesticated”). Therefore, the judgment in favor of the Commission was
reversed. Id at 753 Barrow remains stll controlling law from Flonida's
highest court.

Following Barrow, the Flonda Legislature enacted Florida Statutes §§
372.92% and 372 922 {renumbered as Florida Statutes §§ 379303, 379304,
3793761, and 379 3762) that anthorized the Commission 10 18808 permtis
for the private ownership and public display of captive wiidlife. While
fegisiative history 19 not avatable for these statutes, it i3 generally accepted
that the Florida Legislature enacted these statutes in response to the Barrow
decision. In fact, the FWO ackunowledges this in a 2007 Memorandum. See,
Memo. from Carla J Oglo, Assistant General Coungel, Flonda Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission Office of the General Counsel, to FWC
Captive Wildhife Program, Local {hrdinances And The Regulation of
Captive  Wildhfe, I May i7, 20073, avatlable at
bitp//mestingdocs alachuacounty us/  documents/bocc/agendas/2014-06.-
1/8dc4a715-8dacdal2- b231585353ach230b pdf {accessed July 28, 2015}
In this Memorandum, Assistant General Counsel Oglo states:

In 1260, the Florida Supreme Court held that the then Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission had the authority to regulate ferae naturas or
untamed animals in the wild, but the agency did not have the authority to
regulate ownership of animals once they became the property of someons,
gapecially non~native animals, Barrow v, Holland, 125 8o.2d 749, 751 (Fla.
1900} In response to this issue, the Legiddature enacted section 372921 and
372922 w authorize GFC to regulate captive wildhife, meluding wiidlife
possessed as pets or for exhibition or sale.
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Yet, despite acknowledging that the statutes granted FWOC power over
captive apimals in response to Barrow, FWO argues in the Memorandum
that the 1974 constitutional amendment somehow expanded the FW(C's
constitutional mandate to wclude authority over captive wald animals,
rendering Barrow no longer apphicable. The only relevant change in
fanguage made post-Barrow by the 1968 amendment {and retained in the
1974 and 1999 amendments) was to subsiitute “wild anumal Bfe” for the
prior phrase “hirds, game fur bearing animals”

The FWC Memorandum makes no effort fo expliain how this change could
possibly be interpreted 1o be a conscious effort on the part of the drafters (o
grant authority over capiive animals as a power derived from the
constitition rather than by the statutes. The Memorandum religs solely on
case law that in fact does not support the FWC position as discussed i
Nection IV, infra

{IL INTERPRETING CONSTITUTIONAL LANGUAGE

As noted, the only relevant change in language made by the 1968
amendiment I8 to substitute “wild animal hfe” for the prior more
cumbersome phrase “birds, game, fur bearing animals” The Florida
Constitution must be read exactly as it is written. CUristv. Fla. Assn. of Crim.
Def. Law, Inc, 978 S0.2d 134, 140 (Fla. 2008) {“If {the actual language
used in the Constitution] 1s clear, unambiguous, and addresses the matter o
issue, then it must be enforced as written ). The actual language of the
Constitutional Amendment only grants the FWC “the power 1o exercise
fegislative and executive functions over wild animal Hfe” See, West’s Fla,
Stat. Ann. Const. Art. 4 § © {2015} (emphasis added The term “wild”
means’

Living in a state of nature and not ordinarty tame or domesticated <wild
ducks> Merriam-Webster. com, Wild, hitp /A www meriam-
webster. com/dictionary/wild  {accessed August 14, 2015} see alsg,
American Heritage Dictionary 1381 (2d ed., Houghton Miftlin Company
1985 ("wild” defined as “[ojccurning, growing, or living in a natural siate;
ot domesticated, cultivated, or tamed’ Thus, the definition of “wild”
anmimal connotes an animal that lives in s natural habitat. This is 11 contrast
to an antmal Hiving as a pet or one Hving in captivity. “Captive” means “{aln
aniroal, esp. a wild one, that is caught and kept confined ” Black’s Law
Dictionary (10th ed. 2014), captive.

The FWC’s interest in regulating ferse naturae cannot be reasonably
interpreted io extend to privately owned amimals under the constitutional
amendment. Once an aniroal 1910 private possession, the antmal cannot be
considered wild because it is no longer Hving in & natural state and is under
private control, 19 confined, or 18 otherwise 1 possession of an owner. See

10
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gg, Co of Pasco v, Riehl, 635 80.2d 17, 19 {Fla. 1994) ("{alny animal
becomes private property when it i3 under the ‘private conirol, confinement
and possession of an owner. 7}, see also, Barrow v, Holland, 125 80.2d 749,
7531 (Fla 1960) On the other band, an animal 15 within the regulatory
authority of the FWC once 1t 15 released into the wild (and no longer under

private condrol, confinement, or in possession of an m\fner}.} The FW{s
own defimtion of “wildlife” does not extend to domesticated amimals or
mention anything about animals in private posaession or lving in captivity.
See, F AL § 03A-1.004{(50) (“wildlife” defined as “[ajll wild or non-
domestic birds, mammals, fur-bearing animals, reptiles and amphibians 7},
Following the definmition, the word “wildhite” 15 used i several defined
terms (wildlife and environmental area,” “wildlife management area.” and
“wildlife refuge’) in each case clearly referring to animals that roam free,
not animoals 1w cages ot under private ownership. See, FAC § 63A-
100409130933,

We have no legislative history to rely on o explain the change in
constitutional language to “wild antmal hfe” Sowe have to ask what makes
seuse, keeping 1o mund the Court’s direction 1o Crist that wheo the lavguage
in the Constitution is clear it should be interpreted as written. There is
simply no logical basis whatsoever for interpreting the change from “birds,
game, fur bearing animals of the State of Florida” to “wild animal ife” as
an intention by the drafters to expand the FWC constitutional authority to
include captive anmimals because the words “wild animal life” by definition
clearly refer to animals loose in the wild. Because the legislature had already
addressed Barrow and granted the FWO authority over captive wild anumals
by statute, there was no reason for the drafters of the amendment o address
Barrow. But, if the drafters intended to expand the FW{’s constitutional
authosity to extend to captive wildlife, they certainly would not have used
the words “wild animal life;” they would have used “captive wildlite” or
wotda with similar clear meaning in the constitutional amendment. We must
interpret these decisions by the constitutional drafters using the term “wild
animal lite” as intentional. The most logical interpretation of the change
from “birds, game, fur bearing animals of the State of Flonda” to “wild
aniroal hife” 13 that 1 was either just a wmplification of the prior
constituiional amendment language or it was intended to expand the species
of ferae naturae bevond birds, game or fur beaning, such as wanatees and
dolphins.

The phrase “wild armmal 1ife” is clear, but 1o the extent that the FWC were
to attempt to argue that this phrase is ambiguous, the dratters’ intent {as
mantfested by the voters) is also clear that the FW s constitutional purpose
is nafural conservation. See eg.. W, Fla. Regl Med. Ctr, Inc v. See, 79
So3d 1 9 (Fla 2012y Of constitutional language is ambiguous, “a court
must endeavor to coostrue the constitutional provision 1 a manner
consistent with the intent of the framers and voters”). The amendments are

11
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consistent with the conservation purpose of the onginal constitutional
amendment as described in Barrow where the Court held that the
fustification for the Conymission “stems from the State’s interest in animals
ferge naturae,” wd at 751, and the Editor's Notes (o the 1999 amendment
describing the constitutional mandate of the FWC 1o be “natural resources
conservation efforts” As such, the plain language of the constifutional
amendment and the overall intent of the constitutional drafters both reflect
a conscious decision to grant the FWC the power to regulate ondy wild (i e
non-captive} ammals, The FWC s lmted authority to regulate captive
wildlife and wildhife in private possession is a result of acts of'the legistature
passed after Barrows, not as a result of constitutional amendments. Based
on this, the Flonda Legisiasture retains the authority t© enact statutes
regulating captive ammals, mcluding passing a ban on private ownership of
exotic animals such as big cats,

V. CASE LAW CITED IN FWC MEMORANDUM

in its Memorandum, the FWC takes the position that it “has constitutional
authority over alf fish and wildhite whether in the wild or i captivity” and
its authority “to regulate captive wildhife as part of s constitutional
authortty s ne fonger in question.” Memo. from Carla J Gglo at -2 This
bold conclusion s unsupported and 18 very much in question. First, the FWC
does not have control over all fish and wildlife because the FWC's
constitutional authority does not extend to threatened and endangered
species. See eg., Fla Fish and Wildlife Conserv. Commn. v, Cartbhean
Conserv. Corp,, Inc., 789 80.2d 1053, 10545 (Fla. Ist DU A 2001} ses also,
Wilkinson v. Fla. Fish and Wildhife Counsery. Commn | 353 So.2d 1088,
1089 {Fia. 1st BCA 2003) Second, the Barrow decision is still binding
authority of Florida’s highest court. The FWC has not ciied any binding
fegal precedent contrary to the holding 1n Barrow. As such, this tssue is stili
governed by the Court’s decision in Barrow.

,,,,,

not wterpret the constitutional amendments and are distinguishable. The
FW cites authority for ifs posinion that the FWO s authority over captive
wildiife "is no longer in question.” Two of the FW( s ciiations are from
omnions by admimstrative law jndges that ackoowledge that they have no
authority to interpret the Constitution. In the only count case cited by the
FW as authority, the Court does not acinally interpret the constitutional
amendments, make any findings regarding the FW(s aunthority over
captive animals, nor does it decide whether the FW{ s regulatory authority
over captive ammals 1s based on the constitution as opposed o the siatutes,

Ray Haddock & Grevhound Breeders Assn of Fla, v, Fla. Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commn., DOAH Case MNo. 86-3341RP {1987} 15 an opinion
decided by an administrative law mdge. The opmnion acknowledges that

12
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“{tibe Division of Administrative Heartngs has no jurisdiction to determine
either Florida or federal constitutional questions which may be pending in
this matter” The administrative law judge does not decide whether the
proposed rule regulating black-tailed jack rabbiis i3 constitutional as
suggested by the FWC Memorandum. Because the parties only 1dentified
the constitutional amendment as the source of the FW7s power (o regulate,
the admimstrative law judge dismissed the case because the Florda
Administrative Code does not authorize administrative hearings to decide
constitutional 1ssues. No findiogs were made regarding the FWC s power,
rather, the judge held that he lacked jurisdiction to decide the issue
Therefore, this decision has no precedential value and certainly doss not
support the FWC s argument that its authority “to regulate captive wildiife
as part of 1t constitutional anthority 18 no longer 1o question.”

The second opinion cited 15 Charles River Laboratories, Inc. v, Fla, Game
and Fresh Water Fish Commn | DOAH Case Mo, 96-2017 (1997}, affirmed,
717 S0.2d 1003 (Fla. st DCA 1998). Like Ray Haddock, the adminisirative
faw judge made no conclusion of faw that the FWC s authority over captive
animals stems from the Constitution because such a conclusion would
exceed the judge’s jurisdiction. Instead, the judge recognized that the
permits at issue were authonzed pursuani to Flonda statute The judge
concluded that the permits were properly issued and this holding was
atfirmed by the District Count of Appeal. Theretore, the holding of this
epinion supports the conclusion that the FW{O s authority in this realm is a
creature of legislative enactment and not constitutional prevogative

The third case, Mivamar v, Bain, 429 30 2d 40 (Fla. 4th DCA 1983), stated
in dicta, “that the Commission has exclusive authority 1o enact rules and
regulations governing wildlife such as those that are the subject of this
appest,” however, the court did not address the 1ssue of whether the FW('g
authority is based on the constitutional amendment or Florida statutes. To
the condrary, there was no dispute that the FWC had suthornity 1o tssue
permits for captive animals {under Fla. Stat. § 372 922 enacted after the
Barrow decision}. In Miramar, a homecwner challenged a ¢ity ordinance
that restricted the fences she erected on her property where she Rept cougars
as pets. The only 1ssue decided by the Miramar court was whether the local
ordinance imperoissibly conflicted with the FWC e regulations for private
ownership of the cougars. The court held it did not. Therefore, this case
provides no authority for the FWCOs claim that s power over captive
wildlite comes from the Constitition,

V. CONCLUSION
The self-serving claim by the FWC that the agency s authority over captive

wildlife comes trom the Florida Constitution hinges entirely on whether the
1968 constitutional amendment that changed the phrase “birds, game, fur
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bearing animals” to “wild animal life” was clearly intended to overrule
Barrow in the Constitution rather than rely on the statuies that had already
addressed Barrow. The FWC argument that this change in wording granted
the FWC constitutional authority over capiive amimnals conthicts with the
known purpose of the amendments {conservation of natural resources in the
wild}, the clear meantng of the phrase “wild animal lite)” and any logical
analysig of the likely intent of the drafiers in choosing to change that phrase,
The case law cited by the FWC simiply does not support the FWC argument.
It 19 clear, thevefore, that authority granted fo the FWC by the Constitution
is only over ferae naturae, 1o arumals in the wild, consistent with the intent
ot the Constitution to establish an agency whose mission was to protect and
manage Florida's natoral resources, The FWC s authority over captive
wildiife comes only from Florda Statutes §§ 379303, 379 304, 3793741
and 3793762, Since the FW{s authority over captive wildlife comes from
the Legislature by statute, not from the Constitution, the Legislature clearly
has the power 1o change that authority, including passing a ban on private
ownership of dangerous big cats.” ¥ {See Exhibit 5 1P Article)

1. For instance, the FWO reguiates the spread of non-native, invasive
species that could potentially harm native species and Florida’s ecosystem
such as Burmese Pythons, Lionfish, and Tegus. These animals were tikely
pets under private ownership but were ultimately released 1nto the wild. See,
Fla. Fish and Wildlife Conserv. Commn., Flornda's Exotic Fish and
Wildlife, http/'www myiwe com/wildiifehabiats/nonnatives/  {accessad
August 18, 20153

PARTIES
1. At all times material hereto Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, was a natural person residing
in Polk County, Florida.
2. At all times material hereto Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN, was a natural
person residing in Hillsborough County, Florida.
3. At all times material hereto, Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP., was a

not-for-profit Florida Corporation and member of the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries

(GFAS).

! By Frank R. Jakes & Sarah Manthey Smith | Categories: Articles, Intellectual Property | NOVEMBER 2018
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4. This is an action for damages that exceeds $30,000, exclusive of interest, costs and
attorney's fees.

5. Venue is appropriate in Polk County, Florida, because it was the county where the
personal property, Juma, an ESA federally protected African lioness that was unlawfully removed
from the Plaintiff’s home facility on March 2, 2022, by HOWARD BASKIN, individually and

THE BIG CAT CORP.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

Introduction
6. Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, is title owner of a four-year-old hand raised domesticated

African lioness name Juma.

7. To own a four-year-old African lion in the State of Florida, the owner must obtain
a Class I Wildlife for Exhibition or Public Sale from Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission.

15

2022CA-001294-0000-00 Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



The Florida Administrative Licensing Procedure for Class 1 Wildlife

8. The State of Florida, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)
issued Plaintiff his Class I Wildlife License for Exhibition or Public Sale (See Exhibit 6) on
February 27, 2020.

9. A condition of the state FWC license was a requirement to be licensed by the federal

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) within six (6) months of February 27, 2020.
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10.  The global pandemic known as coronavirus COVID-19, shut down the world’s
governments a month later.

11.  Massive nationwide lockdowns from the COVID-19 pandemic declared by the
CDC, weekly global catastrophe predictions, corporate media’s daily death count attributing
almost every human death to the pandemic, social distancing, and mask mandates caused mass
psychosis, hysteria and substantial changes to local, state and federal government operations and
procedures.

12. The United States had never experienced this level of disruption to federal
government.

13. The USDA and FWC was no exception.
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14. The Class I Wildlife License is what legally permits the Plaintiff to possess Juma,
in accordance with the regulations of the Florida Administrative Code and the Florida Statutes.

15. The Class I Wildlife Facility license was renewable on or about February 26, 2021.

16.  InJuly 2021, someone at FWC made a decision to take adverse action against the
Plaintiff’s Class I Wildlife Facility License and to take advantage of the state and federal
government disruptions that occurred to USDA and the Big Cat veterinarian community as the
federal government and the country continues to try to return to the “new normal”.

17.  FWC offered the Plaintiff an opportunity to present his case at an informal FWC
state hearing before a state administrative officer appointed by FWC for why he had not been able
to get the federal government’s USDA APHIS Inspector Megan E. Adams to inspect his facility
during the COVID-19 global pandemic.

18. The Plaintiff was informed by USDA APHIS Inspector Megan E. Adams that the
USDA was not visiting wildlife facilities during the COVID-19 pandemic and that the USDA’s
policy during the global pandemic was that all state wildlife licensed facilities were considered in
federal compliance until the pandemic was over and facility visits by USDA resumed normal
inspection protocol (See FWC Case Number 21-0074, audiotaped transcript Exhibit 7).

19. The Plaintiff subsequently discovered that the true reason why the USDA APHIS
Inspector Megan E. Adams never came to his FWC licensed facility is because Lt. Louis Hinds
intentionally interfered with USDA APHIS Inspector Megan E. Adams’ duties as a federal officer
to visit the Plaintiff’s facility.

20.  Lt. Hinds told USDA not to come visit Plaintiff’s facility to inspect and federally

license his facility.
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21. The evidence shows that the reason Lt. Louis Hinds interfered with and discouraged
the USDA licensing inspection is because Lt. Hinds had made a clandestine arrangement to ensure
that Carole and Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN would be first in line to select and take
possession of an African lioness, at no cost to the Baskins.

22.  The Plaintiff called Ofc. Erika Zimmerman prior to FWC’s raid of his facility and
requested an email confirming that Juma still belonged to him.

23. Ofc. Zimmerman informed Plaintiff that she needed to call her commander.

24. Shortly after that telephone conversation, Ofc. Zimmerman’s commander,
Lieutenant Louis Hinds, called Plaintiff and admitted to him that Ofc. Zimmerman refused to call

the Plaintiff because of what Lt. Hinds had told Ofc. Zimmerman.

Lt. Hinds informs Ofc. Zimmerman that Juma was no longer the Plaintiff’s cat
and that Plaintiff no longer owned Juma

25. Prior to the unlawful March 2, 2022, raid, Lt. Hinds admitted to the Plaintiff in a
telephone conversation with Plaintiff, that it was Lt. Hinds who decided to give Juma to Carole
Baskin and Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE. Lt. Hinds told Plaintiff he no longer owned Juma,
because that was Lt. Hinds decision as an FWC officer.

26. Lt Hinds admitted to Plaintiff that he is the one who decided to give Juma away to
Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION and that even if Plaintiff had his license
renewed, Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE’S boarding fees would be so high at that stage that
it wouldn’t matter anyway because Plaintiff would never be able afford to get Juma back from Co-

Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE without paying the Baskin’s “boarding fees”.
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FWC Administrative Informal Hearing
(Executive Branch of Government)

27. On October 6, 2021, the Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, attended FWC Case Number 21-
0074, an audiotaped, informal FWC administrative proceeding before a state hearing officer and
FWC witnesses, who testified under oath against the Plaintiff.

28. FWC’s collective objective was to deny the Plaintiff’s license at the informal
hearing so that FWC could justify seizing Juma in an armed facility raid so that Lt. Hinds could
deliver on his arrangement with Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN to gift Juma to Howard and
Carole Baskin’s Corporation for corporate fundraising and for promotion of congressional
legislation to monopolize the wildlife property of private animal enterprise owners nationwide.

29.  FWC Lt. Louis Hinds arranged the seizure.

30. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and his transport team were invited by FWC
to be present, approve Juma’s selection and participate in the Plaintiff’s facility raid on March 2,
2022, against the consent and voluntary permission of the Plaintiff.

31.  HOWARD BASKIN’s ex son-in-law/veterinarian shot Juma twice with a high-
powered barbed weapon and filled her body with enough drugs to force her into unconsciousness
and potential cardiac arrest.

32. Lt Hinds took multiple photographs of Juma, heavily drugged and unconscious, in
the transport cage for Lt. Hinds trophy photo so that he could show his friends at FWC that he
raided and captured Plaintiff’s lioness was predestined to become a captive caged animal at Co-
Defendant BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION’S roadside zoo.

33. Lt Hinds and his armed squad unlawfully handed Juma, an ESA federally protected

hand raised domesticated and beautiful African Lioness to Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN
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and his transport team so that they could possess Juma and make money from Juma’s unlawful
capture.

34. Juma was converted under the pretext of not having a USDA license within 6
months.

35. FWC legal had to have been conscious of the government’s disruptions due to a
global pandemic, force majeure principles, Lt. Hinds intervention with a federal officer and legal
impossibility of obtaining a license from the USDA during the global pandemic.

36.  None of these legal defenses were raised by FWC because FWC had a nefarious
agenda to seize Juma for the Co-Defendant HOWARD BASKIN.

37.  FWC had the academic and legal advantage at the hearing.

38.  Plaintiff is a non-lawyer with no prior legal training.

39.  FWC seized the opportunity to overwhelm Plaintiff with self-serving bureaucratic
interpretations and legal gymnastics to arrive at the decision that would provide FWC what they
believed was the authority they needed to raid the Plaintiff’s facility.

40.  Nothing in the administrative hearing officer’s decision incorporates any
consideration of government disruptions due to a global pandemic, force majeure principles, Lt.
Hinds intervention with a federal officer or the legal impossibility of obtaining a license from the
USDA during the global pandemic.

41.  FWC executed Co-Defendant HOWARD BASKIN’S agenda for Juma’s speedy
seizure with little chance for any formidable legal challenge from a pro se licensee of FWC’s

arbitrary and capricious decision to not renew Plaintiff’s license.
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FWC October 6, 2021 Administrative Informal Hearing

42. At the October 6, 2021, hearing, FWC ignored the extraordinary global disruptions
to governments and its licensing agencies due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the extraordinary act
by Lt. Hinds to intervene with the USDA license inspector’s inspection of Plaintiff’s facility, force
majeure principles, the legal impossibility of obtaining the USDA license during the end of the
pandemic.

43. At some point, prior to October 6, 2021, Plaintiff had been targeted by Co-
Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION to
ensure that FWC assisted her in acquiring an African lion by whatever means necessary, including
by unlawful and unconstitutional means.

44. Lt Hinds took advantage of his government employment, law enforcement badge,
and his government issued firearms to carry out Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION’S objectives for a hostile acquisition of Juma, a privately owned endangered

domesticated hand raised lioness.

The Admission by FWC Asst. General Counsel Bridget McDonnell
that Plaintiff’s Wildlife License would remain VALID through and until the issuance of an
adverse Judicial Opinion by The Second District Court of Appeal
45. At the 13:54 mark of the audio time stamp of the FWC October 6, 2021, Class 1
Wildlife licensing hearing, FWC Asst. General Counsel, Bridget McDonnell made the following

admission in the presence of Plaintiff, Roy Pinson, the FWC administrative hearing officer and

FWC’s witness hostile to Plaintiff, FWC’s Lt. Conlin:
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“I mean just to clarify, Mr. Pinson did call and ask because I guess
of communications to USDA investigator about whether his license
was still valid and so he did speak with me [Asst. General Counsel
Bridget McDonnell] and I responded that under Chapter 120,
while [Plaintiff] he's challenging the [FWC] agency's action in this
case the [Plaintiff’s Class I/Il license] is considered to be still
active, until the conclusion of any [2ndDCA] appeal so that was
the answer that we [FWC General Counsel’s Office] gave him
[Plaintiff] sowhen he's referring to legal telling him that his license
is still valid it was still active while he was in the process of
challenging this action [October 6, 2021 Informal Proceeding
Case No. FWC Case Number 21-0074].

46. On January 21, 2022, FWC issued the administrative final order for the denial of
the Plaintiff’s application for a license to possess Class I Wildlife for Exhibition or Public Sale
because of the findings of the administrative officer at the informal hearing held on October 6,
2021.

47.  Despite the FWC administrative ruling, it does not become final until the 24 DCA
appellate judges exercise the constitutional powers of judicial review of the substantive and

procedural issues and irregularities that occurred in the executive branch of government,

specifically at FWC.

Plaintiff’s Appeal to The Second District Court of Florida - 2" DCA
(Intermediate appellate courts - Judicial Branch of Government)

48.  FWC took several months to issue their decision for the October 6, 2022 hearing.
49. Finally, on January 21, 2022, FWC issued their order denying Plaintiff’s license
renewal.

50.  Plaintiff shortly after filed a new application to FWC for a new license.
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51. That application is being abated by FWC’s Legal Department until the 2" DCA
enters its ruling.

52, Under the rules of FWC, plaintiff had 30 days to appeal the non-renewal decision
from January 21, 2022.

53.  Any 2" DCA court filings past February 20, 2022, would be considered untimely
under FWC’s administrative regulations.

54. FWC notified the plaintiff that they were offering him the opportunity to file an
appeal to the 24 DCA that crossed over from the executive branch of government and into the
judicial branch of government for judicial review by intermediate appellate court judges who are
specialized in reviewing the procedural and due process actions taken by the executive branch
agencies in their administrative licensing hearings.

55. To seek judicial review of FWC’s administrative final order to not renew Plaintiff’s
Class 1 wildlife license, the plaintiff had to file two documents in two separate forums.

56. The first required filing was a “Notice of Appeal” to the agency at FWC (See

Exhibit 8 FWC Notice of Appeal).

\

=
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57.  February 17,2022, 9:46 AM email correspondence to Bridget McDonald regarding

“Subject: Appeal” confirms that FWC received the notice of appeal (See Exhibit 9):

From: Roy roypinson@verizon.net & \\\\\

Subject: Fwd: Appeal \\\\\

Date: April 11, 2022 at 2:11 PM \\\
To: law@penalta.com

This is what | sent Bridget McDonnell.

----- Original Message-----

From: Roy <roypinson@verizon.net>

To: bridget.mcdonnell@myfwc.com <bridget. medonnell@myfwc.com>
Sent: Thu, Feb 17, 2022 9:46 am

Subject; Appeal

AR 947 NN IR SR N

SRR

58. The Plaintiff’s second requirement was for him to file a Notice of Appeal to the
Second District Court of Appeals for the State of Florida along with proof of the appellate court
fees and copies to FWC.

59. The Plaintiff filed both the notice at FWC and the intent to appeal to the 2nd DCA
and paid the 2™ DCA court filing fees, as well.

60.  Plaintiff notified FWC Asst. General Counsel Bridget McDonnell and notified
FWC that Second District Court of Appeal had RECEIVED the Plaintiff’s 2" DCA appeal and
had assigned the appeal 2DCA# 2D22-0076, Polk County. Stacy M. Butterfield, CPA, Clerk of
the Tenth Circuit Court, for Polk County Florida certified that case number 2022 CA-000475-
0000-00 was processed in error by the clerk of the court and the case had been re-filed with the
2" DCA under case number 2D22- 776, on March 11, 2022. The 2" DCA appeal reflects a timely

filing date of February 17, 2022. (See Exhibit 10 DCA Acknowledgement of New Case).
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61. The plaintiff, in fact, elected to exercise his constitutional rights to judicial review
of FWC’s attempt to not renew the plaintiff’s license due to the disruptions that happened to state
and federal government during the COVID-19 pandemic.

62.  Without a Class 1 wildlife license, the plaintiff would be prevented from continuing
to care for and possess Juma and FWC knew or should have known that when they made their
arrangements with Co-Defendant, Howard and Carole Baskin to facilitate the hostile corporate
acquisition of Juma.

63. The certified court record from the 2°¢ DCA and the Clerk of the Court for Polk
County in the 10™ Judicial Circuit certified that the filing date for judicial review before the 2nd
DCA was February 17, 2022 (i.e. three days within the filing deadline of February 20, 2022), (See

Exhibit 11).
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64. The February 17, 2022, filing date was significant because it demonstrated that the
plaintiff legally exercised his constitutional right to attempt to have his case judicially reviewed
by the judicial branch of government so that appellate judges could review the rules, policies and
the extraconstitutional acts committed by Lt Hinds, Capt. Kara Hooker and Ofc. Erika
Zimmerman, under the supervision of Executive Director, Eric Sutton and the seven FWC
Commissioners.

65.  FWC and Co-Defendant, Howard and Carole Baskin were so intent on ensuring
that Co-Defendant, THE BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION acquire its prized lioness for
Baskin’s Big Cat lobbying campaign in congress that they collectively violated the civil rights and
private property rights of the Plaintiff.

66. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s THE BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION and FWC collectively undermined the “rule of law” and infringed upon the
separation of powers of the Florida legislative branch and the 2" DCA’s jurisdictional powers to
review the conduct and review the due process afforded to the Plaintiff at the October 6, 2021,
FWC administrative hearing denying Plaintiff’s renewal of his Class 1 wildlife facility license.

67. February 18, 2022, 4:36 PM, Rebecca Bone, FWC Records Management Liaison
Officer Operations Analyst II - Legal Office confirmed receipt of plaintift's February 17, 2022,
9:47 a.m. email correspondence to Bridget McDonell regarding the, “Subject: Appeal” (Exhibit

12).
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From: Roy roypinson@verizon.net & \\

Subject: Fwd: Appeal Q\\\§

Date: April 11, 2022 at 2:17 PM
To: law@penalta.com

This is what their office sent me.

----- Original Message-----

From: Bone, Rebecca <Rebecca.Bone@MyFWC.com>

To: RoyPinson@verizon.net <RoyPinson@verizon.net>

Cc: Efile, Legal <efile@MyFWC.com>; McDonnell, Bridget <Bridget. McDonnell@MyFWC.com>
Sent: Fri, Feb 18, 2022 4:36 pm

Subject: FW: Appeal

The attached has been received by our office.

Best,

Rebecoa "Becky” Bone

FWC Records Management Liaison Officer
Operations Analyst Il - Legal Office

Office: 850-487-1764

Phone: 850-617-9574

620 S Meridian St

Tallahassee, FL 32399

From: McDonnell, Bridget <Bridget.McDonnell@ MyFWC.com>
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2022 4:34 PM

To: Bone, Rebecca <Rebecca.Bone @MyFWC.com>

Subject: FW: Appeal

From: Roy <:yy
Sent: Thursday, F

Subject: Appeal

[EXTERNAL SENDER] Use Caution opening links or attachments

The lead up to FWC’s unlaw ful seizure of Juma

68. February 24, 2022, 12:59 PM email correspondence to officer Erica Zimmerman is
evidence that Ofc. Erika Zimmerman received an email from Plaintiff which forwarded proof that
Rebecca Bone Records Management Liaison Officer Operations Analyst II - Legal Office at FWC
received the Plaintiffs notice of appeal to the 2nd DCA.

69.  The Plaintiff filed his appeal before the February 20, 2022, deadline.
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70.  The Plaintiff’s appeal of FWC’s adverse action to deny his Class 1 facility license

is still actively pending before the 2% DCA, as of the date of filing this complaint.

FWC’s Lt. Louis Hinds takes unlawful action to permanently deprive Juma
Jrom her legal and rightful Owner, despite FWC’s knowledge that
Plaintiff had a pending appeal before the 2@ DCA)
71.  FWC Captain Kara Hooker admitted in a February 23, 2022, correspondence that

FWC received the notice of the Plaintiff’s appeal (See Exhibit 13).

LA
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72. Capt. Hooker admitted receipt of a timely FWC administrative “Notice of Appeal”

from the Plaintiff on February 17, 2022.

The Unconstitutional Pretext For The Juma Seizure

N

73.  FWC Captain Kara Hooker negligently or intentionally asserted that the Plaintiff
did not file an appeal with the 2nd DCA in a timely manner, to trigger a seizure event that would
provide FWC with the perceived legal excuse they needed to raid the plaintiff’s facility with armed
FWC officers, shoot Juma twice with a high-powered tranquilizer gun and drug Juma into

unconsciousness.

74. FWC Lt. Hinds issued the order for the unlawful and unconstitutional seizure of

Juma during the pendency of the 2™ DCA appeal before the Honorable Appellate Judges at the 2™
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District Court of Appeals could exercise their constitutional authority and judicial power of review
over the executive branch and FWC’s nefarious conduct.

75.  FWC Lt. Hinds actions undermined FWC’s Office of the General Counsel.

76. Asst. General Counsel Bridget McDonnell issued a recorded legal declaration that
Florida Statutes Ch. 120 provided the Plaintiff the right to appeal the October 6, 2021, decision.

77.  Because of the decaying culture within a cabal of HSUS influenced FWC Officers,
Executive Director, Eric Sutton and FWC Commissioner Rodney Barrreto and because of the
nefarious agenda between the Co-Defendants HOWARD BASKIN and BIG CAT RESCUE
COPORATION, FWC apparently elected to falsely conclude that Plaintiff lied to FWC when he
told multiple FWC officers and showed FWC evidence of his 2" DCA appeal.

78.  Rather than making an honest attempt to work with the Plaintiff facility licensee to
coordinate the safe and orderly transfer of Juma from the Plaintiff’s facility to the Plaintiff’s choice
of facility where Plaintiff wanted Juma to be boarded, FWC abused their police powers to
unconstitutionally overwhelm the Plaintiff with force and executed an armed ambush, unlawful
armed raid and violent seizure of Juma at her home facility.

79.  FWC did not have ownership rights or legal title to Juma.

80.  FWC did not have constitutional authority to violate the Plaintiff’s due process
rights.

81.  FWC’s actions interfered with the private ownership rights of the Plaintiff.

82.  FWC circumvented the protections afforded by the Florida Constitution against
unlawful searches and seizure.

83.  FWC did not act out of exigent circumstances to protect the public or to protect

wildlife.
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84.  There was no danger posed to Juma from a non-license renewal hearing during the
pendency of the 2" DCA appeal.

85. FWC could not legally interfere with Juma and the Plaintiff despite whatever
clandestine arrangements existed between Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN, BIG CAT
RESCUE, FWC Capt. Kara Hooker, FWC Lt. Hinds and FWC Ofc. Zimmerman for a hostile and
violent armed corporate acquisition.

86. The threat to the public came from FWC.

87. The threat to freedom came from FWC.

88. The threat to representative democracy in a constitutional republic came from
FWC.

89. The threat to law and order came from FWC.

90. Juma’s violent capture was clearly against the objections and the will of Juma’s
only title owner, Plaintift, ROY PINSON.

91.  FWC Lt. Louis Hinds admitted to Plaintiff that it was Lt. Hinds who chose Co-
Defendant HOWARD BASKIN and denied the Plaintiff his legal title to Juma.

92. It was FWC Lt. Hinds who undermined Plaintiff’s right to determine where his
property would be transported, without a court order or compensation.

93. It was FWC Lt. Hinds who arranged to deliver Juma into the hands of Co-
Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION’S
multimillion dollar a year roadside zoo.

94, FWC left the Plaintiff a property receipt with a check mark in a box referring to an
alleged criminal act for possession of Class I wildlife without a license.

95.  Plaintiff never voluntarily relinquished his legal rights or title ownership of Juma.
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96.  Plaintiff did not resist Juma’s violent removal from his home facility out of fear
that one of the armed FWC gunmen would shoot or kill the Plaintiff in the process of FWC’s
unconstitutional and violent seizure of Juma.

97.  Plaintiff was greatly distressed and under duress during the entire time Co-
Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and FWC’s armed men were trespassing on his property and
against his private living property, Juma.

98.  The legal quagmire for FWC and LT. Hinds is that the Plaintiff did have a valid
active license on March 2, 2022, when Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and FWC coordinated
against the Plaintiff to prematurely raid and ambush the Plaintiff at his licensed facility.

99.  FWC and Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN’S transport team collectively
engaged in the civil equivalent of Felony Grand Theft (i.e. Civil Conversion), shooting (FWC
facilitated shooting Juma twice with drugs and barbed needles with a high powered rifle) and

trespass of an endangered, federally protected, female African lion (See Exhibit 14 and 15).
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FWC Captain Kara Hooker’s Deception and Unconstitutional Violations

100.  On February 23, 2022, FWC Capt. Kara Hooker, negligently or intentionally
asserted that the Plaintiff forfeited his right to continue possession of his African Lioness, Juma at
his FWC licensed Class I facility, amid a pending appeal and even after FWC Asst. General
Counsel Bridget McDonnell’s admission to Plaintiff, ROY PINSON:

“I mean just to clarify, Mr. Pinson did call and ask because I guess
of communications to USDA investigator about whether his license
was still valid and so he did speak with me and [ responded that
under Chapter 120, while he's challenging the agency's action in
this case the is considered to be still active, until the conclusion of
any appeal so that was the answer that we gave him so when he's
referring to legal telling him that his license is still valid it was still
active while he was in the process of challenging this action
[October 6, 2021 Informal Proceeding Case No. FWC Case Number
21-0074].
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101.  On February 23, 2022, FWC Captain Kara Hooker negligently or intentionally
asserted that Plaintiff was no longer licensed by FWC to possess Class I wildlife, pursuant to
Florida law F.S. 120.60 (4).

102.  FWC Captain Kara Hooker asserted on February 23, 2022, that Plaintiff was
required by Florida Law F.S. 379.3761 to place Juma with a licensed facility immediately.

103.  The Plaintiff, in fact was not required to move Juma to a facility of his choosing
until the 2" DCA ruled on the events of the October 6, 2021, FWC licensing hearing.

104.  The fabricated emergency that FWC created was prematurely executed by FWC
Capt. Kara Hooker, Lt. Hinds, and Erika Zimmerman under a false pretense to benefit FWC
stakeholder and Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s corporate roadside zoo.

105.  In the February 23, 2022, communication to Plaintiff, FWC Captain Kara Hooker
factually asserted that FWC had enclosed a list of facilities licensed to possess Class 1 Felidae, in
the Plaintiff’s area.

106.  No facility list was included in Plaintiff’s correspondence.

107.  FWC made no reasonable attempt to inquire whether Plaintiff had received the list
of facilities.

108.  FWC made no inquires with the Plaintiff as to where he was planning to board
Juma.

109.  The Plaintiff’s facility is in Lake Wales, Florida.

110. FWC did not enclose a list of facilities in the February 23, 2022, communication to
plaintiff that were “licensed to possess Class 1 Felidae”, in the Plaintiff’s “area” because FWC and
Lt. Hinds had already partnered with Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN’S BIG CAT RESCUE,

roadside zoo.
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111. FWC Captain Kara Hooker threatened Plaintiff in the February 23, 2022,

communication that if he failed to relinquish Juma, it would result in law enforcement action.

Evidence FWC had committed to a facility raid to supply
Co-Defendant HOWARD BASKIN his choice of lions

112,  Plaintiff complied with FWC’s regulatory requirements for filing a timely appeal
of the January 21, 2022, FWC Final Order denying his license.

113, The Plaintiff did not hear anymore from FWC until February 24, 2022, when Ofc.
Erika Zimmerman called him and said, negligently or intentionally, "Roy you didn't file your
appeal."

114.  The Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, answered "yes, I did" and sent Ofc. Zimmerman the
email he had sent to FWC Asst. General Counsel McDonnell and the reply they had sent the
Plaintiff (See Exhibit 12).

Unconstitutional and Unlawful Government Conduct by FWC
FWC engaged in an armed assault against Juma and Plaintiff’s Facility

115.  FWC Ofc. Erika Zimmerman called Plaintiff on February 28, 2022 and said only
that she had a paper for Plaintiff to sign and that she needed to meet Plaintiff, Wednesday March
2,2022, at 3:30 pm.

116. FWC Ofc. Zimmerman never informed the Plaintiff that FWC and Co-Defendant
HOWARD BASKIN were about to descend upon him with firearms and gunmen to execute an
ambush of his facility, to shoot and violently remove Juma from Plaintiff by force, prior to the
conclusion of the 2" DCA’s appellate review of FWC’s October 6, 2021 non-renewal of Plaintiff’s

facility license.
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117.  FWC secretly coordinated an armed raid on Plaintiff to execute what is considered
the civil version of armed robbery and grand theft of JUMA, to forcibly take Juma from her home
and gift Juma to Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carol Baskin’s corporate roadside zoo.

118. At no time did FWC discuss or inquire about the Plaintiff’s appeal, after Plaintiff
had sent the emails to Ofc. Zimmerman that showed proof he had in fact filed his appeal to the 2™
DCA.

119.  The Plaintiff reasonably believed FWC when FWC Asst. General Counsel Bridget
McDonnell had reassured him with FWC Legal Department’s declaration that Plaintiff’s license
would remain valid during his pending 2" DCA appeal.

120.  On March 2, 2022, the Plaintiff’s possession of Juma was legal because his license
to possess Class I/I1 Wildlife for Exhibition or Public Sale was legally valid throughout the appeals
process.

121.  As the armed assault team exited the Plaintiff’s facility, after engaging in the
unlawful trespass, shooting and drugging of an ESA African lioness, FWC left the Plaintiff in fear
and under a cloud of being criminally prosecuted.

122, Lt. Hinds told the plaintiff, “you don’t have enough money to own lions” and he
told the Plaintiff’s that “if maybe he had enough money, he could have hired a lawyer and they

wouldn't be at his licensed facility taking Juma away from him” [paraphrased].

March 2, 2022 Shooting, Capture and Forced Taking of Juma
123. The events that transpired on March 2, 2022, as witnessed by Plaintiff’s

recollection of the armed assault on Juma:

On March 2, 2022, just after 3:30 p.m. armed Florida Fish and Wildlife
Commission Officers entered my property. They were in three different
vehicles, two unmarked dark SUVs and one marked fish and wildlife
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pickup truck. My FWC officer assigned to my facility, Erika
Zimmerman was in one of the SUVs by herself. Lieutenant Hinds and
two other officers were in the other SUV. There was at least one
uniformed officer in the pickup truck. I was informed they were there
to take Juma, my Lioness. Officer Zimmerman took me to the side and
asked me "if there was going to be any problems"[Paraphrased]. I told
her no because I wanted to get Juma back and I know if I caused any
problems that would not be possible. She told me to remember that
Juma was my property, I owned her and that they could not take
ownership away from me. I told her I wanted Juma to go to Elmira's in
Manatee County and that they had an enclosure waiting on her. At that
time, I noticed there were a few more armed officers starting to gather
around me, not real close but they appeared threatening and were within
shooting distance. I started to feel very threatened by all the guns that
could have been used against me or Juma. I was already emotionally
distressed when I realized they were planning to forcibly take Juma and
now I'm getting nervous feeling intimidated under extreme duress and
wondering what's going on. Officer Zimmerman then told me that for
now Juma was going to Carole Baskin's Big Cat Rescue. I clearly told
her I did not want Juma to go to Big Cat Rescue and reminded her that
she had told me if they came to get her for any reason, I'd be able to
place her in a facility of my choice. Officer Zimmerman then showed
me a paper that said I had not filed my appeal and I was to place the
animal in a facility for class 1 immediately. Allegedly for my
convenience there was a list of class 1 facilities (I never saw this list)
and that is why she believed I was going to be able to place Juma
because that's what the paper said that "I was to place her". Officer
Zimmerman then pulled out a paper and told me I need to sign it
showing that she gave me the paperwork. With all the armed officers
aggressively standing around me, I was under such duress, I felt I had
no choice but to sign it, especially, if T intended on getting Juma
back. Officer Zimmerman then pulled out another form and told me I
needed to sign it stated that my cat was going to be stored at Big Cat
Rescue. Once again, feeling threatened by armed officers, I was
intimidated into believing that I had no choice I signed it. She gave me
a copy of that along with the form that said I was to move Juma again
she told me "Remember you own her (Juma). She's your
property"[Paraphrased]. I told her once again, "I don't want her going
to Big Cat Rescue," and that "I want her to go to Elmira's". Officer
Zimmerman said that it was too late for that because they already had
Big Cat Rescue on the way and to give her a couple of days and she
would try to get Juma moved to Elmira's. Things were starting to calm
down and one of the men asked me about my tractor. Iasked Lieutenant
Hinds if he thought he brought enough guys. He said, "they're just here
to help move the cat"[Paraphrased]. When Big Cat Rescue got there
they had a lot of people with them. There was Howard Baskin, Jamie
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Carol Baskin's daughter, the vet Jamie's ex-husband and three or four
other people. Itold them they would not be able to get their equipment
back to where Juma was. They said, "oh yes we will, we've got a golf
cart"[Paraphrased]. Itold them, "your golf cart won't even make it back
there much less pulling a travel cage"[Paraphrased]. One of the officers
said, "well let's walk back there and see what we're dealing
with"[Paraphrased]. When we got back to where the sugar sand was
they realized that the travel cage wouldn't be that easy to get there so
they said something about me pulling it with the tractor. I told them
pulling it with the tractor was not a good idea and that the cage itself
would drag bottom. The wheels would sink in the sand. Ithen told them
how I did it using my flatbed trailer and that I would let them use it for
the sake of Juma. The uniformed officer hooked my trailer to his truck,
they pulled the travel cage on the trailer and we started back. When we
got back there, I helped them take down the perimeter fence so they
could get the travel cage up against the enclosure. While they were
putting the travel cage against the enclosure, I went over to talk to
Howard Baskin. I asked him what they charge for boarding? He said
that's not a concern right now. I told him it is to me and I'd like to know
so I know what it's going to cost me to get Juma back. He told me that
they figured it cost about $10,000 a year to take care of a lion so that
figured to be a little over $800 a month. I had settled down enough to
realize I needed to show them the appeal so I called someone and told
them to look it up and text it to me. In the meantime, I told them if
everybody would just go away, I could get Juma to go in the travel
cage. They said they'd step back but they weren't going to go
anywhere. I told them with all of them standing around, she was so
upset that she was not going to go into the travel cage. They said, "well
then we will just have to trank her"[Paraphrased]. At that time, I got my
text message and it showed the court that I had filed my appeal in and
the appeal. I showed it to Officer Zimmerman and she said, “stop, he
has the appeal right here” [Paraphrased]. Lieutenant Hinds came over to
me and took my phone and then walked away. He came back and said,
"I called my commander. He said it's in the wrong Court, take
her!" [Paraphrased]. At that time, the vet came out with a CO2 gun. 1
told him I don't want her shot with a CO2 because it leaves bruises. I
have a blowgun because it’s gentler, I will let you use it
[Paraphrased]. The vet said, "no I'm using this" [Paraphrased]. He said,
"it doesn't hit much harder than a blow gun" [Paraphrased]. When he
shot Juma, I felt so bad she went crazy. She was running into the side of
the cage, running into her house and bouncing off the walls. You could
tell it really hurt Juma and that really hurt me. Ihad asked the vet about
using bam. He basically told me that, “bam was for amateurs”
[Paraphrased] and said that he did not use it. After a few minutes Juma
had not even slowed down. Juma broke the syringe off, leaving the
needle embedded in her. Then he shot her again, he had used barbed
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needles that had to be cut out of Juma. When Juma finally did go to
sleep, they would not let me go in and check on her. They had me move
aside and they went in and dragged her out. They loaded Juma's limp
body into the travel cage. I noticed Lieutenant Hinds aiming his phone
at Juma lying in the travel cage. I asked him, “why are you taking
videos?” He said, “He was not taking videos. He was taking pictures
because his guys didn't get to be that close to a lion and it would give
them something to remember. We then started toward the front of the
property. They took Juma off the property and loaded her into their
van. I went over and started talking to my officer. She told me again
you own her she's your property. Officer Zimmerman then said to me,
"give me the information to where you want her to go and I will see
what I can do about getting her moved". At that time, Lieutenant Hinds
walked up and told me that he appreciated the help and told me that
most people would not have done that [Paraphrased]. Itold him, “I did
it for Juma”. Lieutenant Hinds then basically told me "that I didn't have
enough money to own a lioness" [Paraphrased]. I told him, "I didn't
need a lot of money to own Juma and that I had people that would donate
so that she could have whatever she needed" [Paraphrased]. He said
they needed to go and got in the SUV and left. Officer Zimmerman told
me, "Roy she's your property. I will do what I can to get her moved, but
I can't make any promises" [Paraphrased]. She then left. The next
morning, I called officer Zimmerman and asked her to please email me
what she had told me about Juma being my property and that they could
not take her away from me. She said she'd have to get in touch with her
commander to make sure that was okay. March 3, 2022, at 10:28 a.m.
Lieutenant Hinds called me. He said that Erika. ..that would be Officer
Zimmerman refused to call me and tell me what he had to tell her. He
said, “that Juma was no longer mine that they were filing a misdemeanor
against me for possession of a class 1 without a license and that would
take my rights to own her away”. He then told me, “that even if I were
to beat his citation in court, because he had been beaten before and get
my class one back that I would owe so much boarding on Juma, I would
not have the money to get her back. Juma remains at Carole Baskins to
this day. Carole Baskin's public reputation in the community is that she
likely murdered her husband. Carole Baskin has a history of negligent
or intentional husbandry practices that result in the premature death of
animals that were placed at her relatively unregulated facility. I
reasonably fear that Juma will be killed by Carole Baskins either
intentionally or negligently. I executed documents under great duress
surrounded by armed men who I believed would shoot me and Juma, if
I resisted them. I believe that I was lied to that Juma would be
transferred to Elmira’s so that I would sign FWC's documents on March
2,2022. I am seeking an expedient transfer of Juma to her rightful place
at Elmira's in Manatee County. I am the rightful owner of Juma. Juma
is my personal property. Juma was taken from me by force and

41

2022CA-001294-0000-00 Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



deception. I had no opportunity to prevent armed men from taking my
property wrongfully without risking my life and liberty. I demand my
constitutional rights and privileges as a citizen of the State of Florida
and as a citizen of the United States of America. I demand my right to
due process, life, liberty and property from FWC and from the State of
Florida. If Juma suffers any harm or dies while at Carole Baskin’s, |
will be emotionally devastated.
COUNT 1
(EMERGENCY)
REPLEVIN OF PLAINTIFF’S PROPERTY, JUMA AN (ESA) ENDANGERED

AFRICAN LIONESS AGAINST BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION

Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, realleges paragraphs 1-123 and sues Co-Defendant, BIG CAT
RESCUE CORPORATION and alleges:

124,  This is an action to recover possession of personal property, an (ESA) Endangered
African Lioness from Polk County, Florida that was forcibly taken from Plaintiff by Co-Defendant
BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION with intent to permanently deprive Plaintiff of his private
property, without due process or just compensation.

125.  The living property is an Endangered ESA federally protected African Lioness,
named Juma. To the best of Plaintiff’s knowledge, information and belief, the value of the property
exceeds $30,000.00 based upon an 18-20-year lifespan with a potential for producing 8-18 cubs
which have a market value of approximately $14,000 each for a minimum range for each litter of
$112,000.00 to a maximum range of $252,000.00.

126.  Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, is entitled to the possession of the property under rightful

legal ownership (See Exhibit 16 USDA Transfer Slip).
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127.  To Plaintiff, ROY PINSON’s, best knowledge, information and belief, the property
is still alive and located at Co-Defendant BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION’s roadside zoo,
where Carole Baskin, CEO and Registered Agent BIG CAT RESCUE CORP, 12802 Easy Street,
Tampa, FL 33625 is holding Juma, captive and against the Plaintiff’s consent.

128. The property is knowingly and wrongfully privately countroiled, contfined, and
possessed by Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and GFAS member BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION.

129. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION came into possession of the Plaintiff’s

property unlawfully through threat of armed violence, duress, deception, and an unconstitutional
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exercise of Plaintiff’s property under unconstitutional authority during the pendency of Plaintiff’s
appeal before the 2" DCA

130. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and GFAS member BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION possess and are permanently depriving the Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, of his
domesticated hand raised African Lioness

131. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and GFAS member BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION do not have legal title to the Plaintiff’s living property through the date of this
filing.

132.  Co-Defendant, and GFAS Member, BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION
unlawfully came into possession of Plaintiff’s living property.

133.  The Plaintiff’s living property has not been taken for any tax assessment, or fine
pursuant to law.

134.  The Plaintiff’s living property has not been taken under any lawful execution or
attachment.

135.  Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, is the sole title owner of Juma, his private property.

136.  On April 18, 2022, “BIG CAT RESCUE CORP.’S “BIG CAT RESCUE LIVE
Q&A at BIG CAT RESCUE Follow along as Keeper Brittany, an agent of BIG CAT RESCUE”
shows you the many of the tigers, lion, leopard, Jaguar, lynx, servals Bobcats and hybrid cats that
call big cat rescue home!” broadcasted yet another internet fundraiser on YouTube and made the
following admissions by a party opponent through its corporate agent

https://www .youtube.com/watch?v=2iPUGPMSiNg&t=1023s :
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[Koda, Cota = Juma]

16:50 so we'll be sending out all the information that we'll
be fundraising for coda and of course the other cats at the
16:56 sanctuary for the first tuesday in may we'll do several
lives throughout the day

17:02 right pretty oh my goodness

17:10 we'll be trying to get a nice nest egg for koda you know
a lot of people are like for

17:16 some reason being hesitant to support koda whether
it's to sponsor her or to donate towards her because

17:22 you know everyone's like well you guys have said
she's not a permanent resident well yes but i mean you guys
saw in the past

17:28 with like jinx and sapphire and duchess and jasmine
they were witness protection cats for over four years

17:35 that's very expensive and since we are closed to the
public we still need to fundraise to give this

17:41 girl the best possible care also you'll see and what
howard [Baskin]wrote up

17:47 for rbcr give day it's very unlikely for an owner to get
an animal back like

17:53 this after it was confiscated so we just have to

17:58 you know be on the cautious side and understand that
it's just out of our hands at this point

18:05 but we 're hopeful that she'll get to call the cat rescue
home forever so we're being proactive we're using the
18:11 universe and we're gonna we're gonna love her and
spoil her just like she's ours right

18:19 yeah till it becomes reality someday so i'm very much

hoping
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18:26 yeah that will have a really successful ber give day this
year in honor of that face look at that face

18:33 right there look at that face thank you to everybody
who's helping answer questions while i'm

18:40 pretty much not taking my eyes off of her still building
18:46 a very um cautious relationship she is a lioness

18:52 she can turn on a dime thank you very much to
everybody who's been donating during this live feed as
18:58 well 100 of your donations goes to the care of the cats
here

19:06 you're so pretty look at that pretty face so gorgeous
19:13 so what everybody has to understand is that koda still
has to eat every single day still gets enrichment still gets our
19:19 top of the line medical care and none of that's free
19:25 we did help the police confiscate her we were asked
to come along to safely transport her and then give her a nice
19:31safe place to stay so um you know of course we're
19:36 at the mercy of the court system and we did treat her
a little bit differently than we have with other

19:42 witness protection cats in the past but it had been over
two years since we had

19:48 rescued so she was a very big deal she is a very big
deal right

19:55 best give day ever gonna because dakota that's my
hopes we've been testing her

20:02 out on different kinds of enrichment so that hopefully
that day we can give her her first big enrichment

20:10 but we'll see trying to not overwhelm her

20:17 trying not to overwhelm

20:23 try not to overwhelm yeah you guys can sponsor coda

at bigheartrescue. biz
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20:29 or i see a lot of people saying i'm waiting to donate
until give day that is the first tuesday in may is that

20:36 the third or the fourth can somebody let me know i
have no way to look at a calendar

20:42 we'll post a fundraiser on facebook we will do some
lives throughout the day

20:48 we'll also be sending emails to our email list and we'll
give you more detail as to

20:53 what our goal is 1 know that we have a very

20:59 generous 20 thousand dollar match this year so the
earlier you donate

21:05 the more likely you are to double your money and
that's all coming up very very soon

21:14 right babe yeah if everybody goes back may 3rd
21:20 thanks to if everybody goes back and re-watches the
live that i did the night coda arrived i very clearly told
21:28 everybody that we helped the police confiscate her
we'd be housing her and we would be waiting to see about
21:34 litigation that as of this exact moment um you know
she was technically not a permanent

21:40 resident yet and nothing has changed yet so i'm not
sure where all that got mixed up but we are keeping you guys
in the

21:46 loop as soon as we know anything we would let you
know

21:53 so please go back and re-watch that so everybody can
be on the same page about this beautiful girl

21:58 but we will be raising money for her because again
we we had we had arya for over a year

22:06 as witness protection before we knew officially and

the

47

2022CA-001294-0000-00 Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



22:11 original witness protection cats jinx and jasmine and
duchess and the late sapphire that was over four years

22:19 of waiting so we wanted to share her and let you guys
get to know her and see her

22:26 ahead of time as soon as possible [how do you hide
something this gorgeous] but 1 need everybody to
understand that

22:33 we've gotta take it slow we're taking it a day at a time
and we'll let you guys know when we have more information
that goes for our rehab

22:41 program as well thanks baby you're so good you're so
good

22:48 we uh anytime that a bobcat might not be deemed
releasable by a vet

22:54 we have a lot of paperwork and a lot of hoops to go
through before we could get

23:00 official residency assuming that that's what they
decide to do so

23:07 we are always trying to keep you in the loop pop over

here and see if we can find the

137.  On April 15, 2022, Bridget McDonnell Assistant General Counsel issued
correspondence from FWC General Counsel's office indicating that they were allowing Juma to
be released from BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION.

138.  On April 19,2022, FWC Captain Derrell Jones confirmed that Juma was authorized

to travel to and be boarded at Elmira's Wilderness Sanctuary.
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139.  FWC Captain Derrell Jones, on behalf of FWC ordered Elmira’s Wilderness
Sanctuary to stand down its transport team and wait for BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION to
deliver her, date unknown.

140. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION informed Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary
that Plaintiff is required to make a “payment” in the amount of $6000.00 as a condition of release.

141.  FWC is refusing to criminally investigate this “payment demand” nor is it willing
to instruct the corporation to stand down its demand for $6000.

142.  FWC declined to provide a police escort for the Plaintiff to retrieve Juma from BIG
CAT RESCUE CORPORATION with Elmira’s transport team.

143. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION and HOWARD BASKIN appear to have no

intention of releasing or transporting Juma to Elmira’s.
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144, BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION, through its agent Brittany, has made an

RN

admission by a party opponent that they are going to continue to fundraise on May 2nd for
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Koda[Juma] and are trying to find ways to permanently keep Koda[Juma] at BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION.

145. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION has expressed felonious intent to
permanently deprive the Plaintiff from ever seeing Juma or transporting Juma to Elmira’s
Wilderness Sanctuary.

146. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION admitted that they are going to continue
collecting a $20,000 fundraiser to match another $20,000 and continue to engage in the financial
exploitation of a federally protected and endangered species while engaging in deceptive business
practices to defraud the public from monetary contributions about how and why Juma has become
a BIG CAT RESCUE corporate asset, to keep holding Juma captive so that the corporation,
Howard Baskin and Carol Baskin can continue bringing money into BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION.

147. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION’S modus operandi and admission is to
prevent the Plaintiff and his transport team from ever recovering Juma at the corporation’s
headquarters and ensuring Juma becomes a “permanent” resident.

148. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION will delay the transport by claiming that
Juma is unwilling to enter her transport cage.

149. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION will claim that Juma needed to be trained to
enter the transport cage.

150. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION will increase their demand from $6000 plus
a premium fee for training.

151. BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION's intention is to continue raising the fees for

Juma’ return until the Plaintiff is outbid and financially unable to recover his own property.
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152.  Lieutenant Louis Hinds informed Plaintiff that even if he could obtain another
license, Plaintiff would not be able to afford paying BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION's fees.

153. Plaintiff seeks an emergency judicial intervention to abate all “fees” and demands
for monetary payments as a condition of releasing Juma that is being demanded by BIG CAT
RESCUE CORPORATION until trial.

154. Plaintiff seeks an emergency judicial intervention to prevent Juma from being
absconded by the corporation in a “witness protection program” by BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION.

155. Plaintiff seeks emergency judicial intervention for an evidentiary hearing, and
punitive action against BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION, the corporation’s entire Board of
Directors, and Howard and Carole Baskin personally, for their continued conduct and intentions
to permanently deprive Plaintiff of his private property, Juma.

156. Plaintiff requests emergency judicial intervention, an evidentiary hearing against
FWC Executive Director, Eric Sutton and the seven FWC Commissioners, and FWC Lt. Louis
Hinds, the officer admittedly responsible for placing Juma into the hands of BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION and HOWARD BASKIN for FWC’s continued violation of Plaintiff’s
constitutional rights and FWC’s refusal to provide law enforcement and the transport support
services needed to transport Juma to her final destination.

157. Plaintiff respectfully requests for emergency judicial intervention for the Co-
Defendant’s tortious intervention with the attempt to recover what is now considered by Plaintiff
to be stolen property in the possession of BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION, Howard and

Carole Baskin.
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158.  FWC senior management, the FWC commissioners and Executive Director, Eric
Sutton’s, business and political interests with HSUS created the condition of Juma’s continued
unlawful captivity.

159.  FWC senior management, the FWC commissioners and Executive Director, Eric
Sutton have washed their hands of their unconstitutional and unlawful conduct, refused to accept
responsibility for their actions or order law enforcement to support the Plaintiff’s efforts to recover
his living property in what is becoming a dire emergency, by the hour.

160. The Plaintiff was required to engage the undersigned counsel and is obligated to
pay his attorneys a reasonable attorneys fee.

161. Plaintiff seeks recovery of his attorneys fees and costs.

162.  WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, ROY PINSON asks for this Honorable Court to exercise
its equitable powers and it powers at law for the following: 1.) an emergency court order from the
this Honorable Court to release Juma to her owner’s transport team and that requires Juma’s owner
to be escorted FWC onto BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION to retrieve Juma or in the
alternative a court order demanding that FWC use its assets commonly used for Black Bears and
Florida Panthers and transport Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary at FWC’s sole expense
along with a stay on BIG CAT RESCUES demand for $6000.00 to be stayed until an evidentiary
hearing or trial; 2.) a court order that commands Co-Defendant HOWARD BASKIN and GFAS
Member, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. to release and immediately transport Juma to Elmira’s
Wilderness Sanctuary, under escort by the Florida Highway Patrol; 3.) a court order requiring Co-
Defendant HOWARD BASKIN and BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. to transport Juma from their
company’s possession in Tampa, Florida and deliver her safely and without further injury to

Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary, 13910 Seminole Trail, Wimauma, FL 33598, at the Co-
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Defendant’s sole expense; and award of attorneys fees and costs; 5.) a court order referring the
case to the state attorney’s office for review and criminal investigation of HOWARD BASKIN
and BIG CAT RESCUE CORP.’S conduct and a criminal review of the conduct of FWC’s
unlawful capture, seizure, detention, and taking of Juma, 6.) an award of reasonable attorneys fees
and costs; 7.) any other remedies that this Honorable Court deems just and proper; and 8.) Plaintiff
asks this Honorable Court to reserve jurisdiction to enforce sanctions for any retaliatory conduct
by Co-Defendants HOWARD BASKIN, BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION and/or FWC for

any disruptions or tortious intervention to the operations of Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary.

FWC violated the following covenants between the government and the citizens of the Great
State of Florida’s Constitution (as revised in 1968 and subsequently amended)

ARTICLE I
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

Article 1, Section 2 - Basic Rights —All natural persons, female
and male alike, are equal before the law and have inalienable rights,
among which are the right to enjoy and defend life and liberty, to
pursue happiness, to be rewarded for industry, and to acquire,
possess and protect property. No person shall be deprived of any
right because of race, religion, national origin, or physical disability.
History. —Am. S.J.R. 917, 1974; adopted 1974; Am. proposed by
Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 9, 1998 filed with
the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998; Am. proposed by
Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 6, 2018, filed with
the Secretary of State May 9, 2018; adopted 2018.

Article 1, Section 9 - Due process. —No person shall be deprived
of life, liberty or property without due process of law, or be twice
put in jeopardy for the same offense, or be compelled in any criminal
matter to be a witness against oneself.

History. —Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission,
Revision No. 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5,
1998; adopted 1998.
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Article 1, Section 12 — Searches and seizures. —The right of the
people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects
against unreasonable searches and seizures, and against the
unreasonable interception of private communications by any means,
shall not be violated. No warrant shall be issued except upon
probable cause, supported by affidavit, particularly describing the
place or places to be searched, the person or persons, thing or things
to be seized, the communication to be intercepted, and the nature of
evidence to be obtained. This right shall be construed in conformity
with the 4th Amendment to the United States Constitution, as
interpreted by the United States Supreme Court. Articles or
information obtained in violation of this right shall not be admissible
in evidence if such articles or information would be inadmissible
under decisions of the United States Supreme Court construing the
4th Amendment to the United States Constitution.

History. —Am. H.J.R. 31-H, 1982; adopted 1982.

Article 1, Section 21 - Access to courts. —The courts shall be open
to every person for redress of any injury, and justice shall be
administered without sale, denial or delay.

Article 1, Section 23 - Right of Privacy. —Every natural person
has the right to be let alone and free from governmental intrusion
into the person’s private life except as otherwise provided herein.
This section shall not be construed to limit the public’s right of
access to public records and meetings as provided by law.

History. —Added, C.S. for HJR. 387, 1980; adopted 1980, Am.
proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 13,
1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998.

ARTICLE V
JUDICIARY

SECTION 4. District courts of appeal. —

(a) ORGANIZATION. —There shall be a district court of appeal
serving each appellate district. Each district court of appeal shall
consist of at least three judges. Three judges shall consider each case
and the concurrence of two shall be necessary to a decision.

(b) JURISDICTION. —

(1) District courts of appeal shall have jurisdiction to hear
appeals, that may be taken as a matter of right, from final
Jjudgments or orders of trial courts, including those entered on
review of administrative action, not directly appealable to the
supreme court or a circuit court. They may review interlocutory
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orders in such cases to the extent provided by rules adopted by the
supreme court.

(2) District courts of appeal shall have the power of direct review
of administrative action, as prescribed by general law.

(3) A district court of appeal or any judge thereof may issue writs
of habeas corpus returnable before the court or any judge thereof or
before any circuit judge within the territorial jurisdiction of the
court. A district court of appeal may issue writs of mandamus,
certiorari, prohibition, quo warranto, and other writs necessary to
the complete exercise of its jurisdiction. To the extent necessary to
dispose of all issues in a cause properly before it, a district court of
appeal may exercise any of the appellate jurisdiction of the circuit
courts.

(c) CLERKS AND MARSHALS. —Each district court of appeal
shall appoint a clerk and a marshal who shall hold office during the
pleasure of the court and perform such duties as the court directs.
Their compensation shall be fixed by general law. The marshal shall
have the power to execute the process of the court throughout the
territorial jurisdiction of the court, and in any county may deputize
the sheriff or a deputy sheriff for such purpose.

History. —S.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972.

ARTICLE X
MISCELLANEOUS

Article X, Section 6. Eminent Domain (a) No private property
shall be taken except for a public purpose and with full
compensation therefor paid to each owner or secured by deposit in
the registry of the court and available to the owner.

(b) Provision may be made by law for the taking of easements, by
like proceedings, for the drainage of the land of one person over or
through the land of another.

(c) Private property taken by eminent domain pursuant to a
petition to initiate condemnation proceedings filed on or after
January 2, 2007, may not be conveyed to a natural person or private
entity except as provided by general law passed by a three-fifths vote
of the membership of each house of the Legislature.

History. —Am. H.J.R. 1569, 2006; adopted 2006.

Florida Statutes on Animal Cruelty for which FWC
and BIG CAT RESCUL are jointly responsible
163. Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION’S YouTube Fundraiser link

that allows you to hear Juma’s heartbreaking cries at night for her owner.
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164.  Juma cannot comprehend why she was ripped away from the only human she has

known since she was a little cub. Juma is homesick and cries out: hipe/Aroutn ba/nMIOWEFaVSa

Chapter 828

ANIMALS: CRUELTY; SALES; ANIMAL ENTERPRISE PROTECTION

3 o 3 . R X

828.073 Animals found in distress. —

(1) The purpose of this section is to provide a means by
which a neglected or mistreated animal may be:

(a) Removed from its present custody, or

(b) Made the subject of an order to provide care, issued to
its owner by the county court, any law enforcement officer,
any animal control officer certified pursuant to s. 828.27, or
any agent of any county or of any society or association for
the prevention of cruelty to animals appointed under
s. 828.03

Chapter 828

ANIMALS: CRUELTY; SALES; ANIMAL ENTERPRISE PROTECTION
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828.02 Definitions.—In this chapter, and in every law of
the state relating to or in any way affecting animals, the word
“animal” shall be held to include every living dumb creature;
the words “torture,” “torment,” and “cruelty” shall be held to
include every act, omission, or neglect whereby unnecessary
or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused, except when done
in the interest of medical science, permitted, or allowed to
continue when there is reasonable remedy or relief; and the
words “owner” and “person” shall be held to include
corporations, and the knowledge and acts of agents and
employees of corporations in regard to animals transported,
owned, employed by or in the custody of a corporation, shall
be held to be the knowledge and act of such corporation.
History. —s. 10, ch. 4971, 1901; GS 3156; RGS 4982; CGL
7071; s. 2, ch. 86-179.

Juma at the beginning of her captivity at Baskin’s roadside zoo

Juma has burned a path through the grass leaving visible evidence of psychological abuse and
great stress after being shot twice, caged and isolated from her owner at Howard and Carole
Baskin’s roadside zoo. Captive pacing is abnormal and unnatural behavior for an African Lioness
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165.  Plaintiff subsequently notified FWC General Counsel, through the undersigned
counsel, in multiple communications to FWC General Counsel Emily Norton and FWC Asst.
General Counsel Bridget McDonnell that FWC’s actions amounted to conversion and civil
equivalent of armed theft because FWC did not have title to Plaintiff’s property when men with
firearms invaded Plaintiff’s property on March 2, 2022, during the pendency of Plaintiff’s appeal
with the 27 DCA.

166. FWC was instructed to correct their premature, unlawful and unconstitutional acts
against the Plaintiff, by moving Juma (Plaintiff’s lawfully owned personal property) immediately
to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary, before further injury, abuse and death is visited upon Juma.

167. FWC and its legal department ignored all presuit attempts to negotiate the transfer
and continue to refuse to cooperate without a court order, therefore, leaving judical intervention
and litigation as the only means of saving Juma’s life which is at risk every hour that she remains
captive at Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Co-Defendant BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION’s roadside zoo for caged and abused endangered animals.

168.  FWC could have easily ordered a similar armed police force to require HOWARD
BASKIN and his transport team to move Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary but FWC has
refused to do for the Plaintiff what they arranged to do for the Baskins, in part because FWC
Executive Director Eric Sutton and the seven FWC Commissioners (particilarly Rodney Barreto)
and its police force apparently are conducting themselves as if they are above the law because they
are wrtitten into the Florida Constitution and in part, because they do not wish to disrupt their
business relationships with their most favored stakeholders, HOWARD BASKIN, Carole Baskin,
THE BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION, The Humane Society of the United States and the

Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries.
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169. Even after notifying FWC General Counsel of the many irregularities and
constitutional violations of law that has occurred during the pendency of the Plaintiff’s 2" DCA
appeal and even after being notified of the egregious conduct committed by FWC Officers under
the supervision of Executive Director Eric Sutton and the seven FWC Commissioners, FWC has
doubled down in defiance by ignoring the Plaintiff’s requests to transfer Juma to safety before
Juma is injured further or killed through neglect and abuse at Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN
and Carole Baskin’s corporate roadside zoo.

170. Despite informing FWC and its Office of the General Counsel about the
constitutional, statutory and regulatory violations of law and after offering FWC with an
alternative to litigation (i.e., transferring Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary), FWC has
offered no assistance nor has FWC taken any action to ensure that Plaintiff’s licensed veterinarian
obtain access to Juma to determine the extent of her injuries, her abusive environment and Juma’s
continued loss of body mass.

171.  Plaintiff was left with no other alternative but to seek emergency judicial
intervention to have his living personal property removed from Co-Defendant, HOWARD
BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s roadside zoo and transfer Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary,
a licensed facility where Juma can have some positive interaction and where Juma can see and
hear her owner and be reassured that she has not been abandoned, until the 2°¢ DCA appeal is

resolved.
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Lobbying for HSUS federal legislation known as “The Big Cat Safety Act”

172, Co-Defendant HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s roadside zoo needed a
lion to promote their HSUS-GFAS congressional “Big Cat” legislation and Earth Day April 22,
2022.

173.  Juma was targeted for that objective.

174.  “TheBig Cat Safety Act” legislation is a ruse for the monopolization of government
assisted seizures of privately owned priceless endangered animals and property assets of
individuals, businesses, and corporations.

175.  The objective of the BIG CAT SAFETY CAT is to force the nationwide
redistribution of wealth in the form of endangered animals under the umbrella and financial control
of the GFAS Syndicate, another form of corporate cronyism.

176.  The BIG CAT SAFETY ACT forcibly redistributes the private assets of small to
medium sized private facility owners, who don’t have an army of lawyers in their corporate war
chest and destroys their right to operate a lawful animal enterprise business that has not submitted
itself to GFAS governance. Rules for thee but not for me.

177. The Baskin’s false and misleading “Big Cat Public Safety Act” legislative
campaign is Trojan Horse legislation for GFAS-HSUS dominance, control and monopolization of
the apex predators in zoos and private licensed facilities throughout Florida and the rest of the
country.

178.  Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin are riding the coattails of

the Tiger King that became famous throughout the country on Netflix during the pandemic.
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179.  Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s roadside zoo for caged
and financially exploited animals have mastered a false “rescue” narrative with the assistance of
corporate news media and other paid propaganda media sources.

180. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s roadside zoo for caged
and financially exploited animals virtue signal that they “rescue” Big Cats, while at the same time
time financially exploiting the animals.

181. Juma was not rescued.

182.  Juma did not need rescuing from her owner.

183. Co-Defendant, Howard and Carole Baskin’s false and misleading “rescue of
KODA aka Juma” narrative feeds their $4.4 million dollar a year corporation with monetary
contributions using caged captive cash cows who die a slow and miserable death due to neglect
and or incompetence.

184.  Neither Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN nor Carole Baskin have professional
educational training in zoological husbandry nor are either one of them Doctors of Veterinary
Medicine.

185. Carole Baskin’s only claim to fame with respect to possessing wildlife ownership
is having inherited enough money from her first husband’s death.

186. Juma was injured and is limping since her arrival at Co-Defendant, HOWARD
BASKIN’s roadside zoo.

187. FWC nor USDA inspectors have conducted any known investigations into the
injury and emaciated appearance of an endangered species, i.e., Juma.

188. If Juma continues on her path of depression, injury, and human control, she will

likely die of starvation and neglect only to be replaced with another casualty which will continue
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flooding corporate monetary contributions into the Co-Defendant’s bank accounts from online
donations, globally.

189. Juma is seen in videos pacing constantly distressed or is seen still lying on the
ground in a state of depression, moaning at night and calling out for her owner, the Plaintiff.

190. Juma showed signs of a leg injury within days of her corporate captivity.

191.  Within thirty days of unlawful possession at Howard and Carole Baskin’s $4.4+
million dollar a year corporate roadside zoo, Juma is visibly losing body mass.

192, Juma is appearing emaciated, ribs visibly showing through her skin.

193. The signs of neglect and abuse from her corporate capture are becoming evident
during Juma’s captivity at Co-Defendant HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s hospice for
financially exploited endangered apex predators.

194. Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION is a house of horrors for
Juma, who is a hand raised domesticated lioness that hasn’t been apart from her owner for longer
than 48 hours in the past four years, and for the past two years Juma and her owner were together
every single day.

195. At the time of this court filing, Juma has been held captive against the owners
consent since March 2, 2022, for over 47 days and counting.

196. Jumais on a road to death, without an ability to interact, see, hear and be provided
with reassurances that she was not abandoned by her owner.

197.  Dogs that have bonded with their owner to the same extent that Juma has bonded
to the Plaintiff, can experience a similar separation anxiety and starve themselves to death.

198. If Juma dies from anything arising out of her unlawful seizure, her death will be

forever attributable to Executive Director, Eric Sutton, the FWC Commissioners, Rodney Barreto,
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in particular, and the FWC officers that knowingly participated in the Plaintiff’s facility raid on
March 2, 2022.

199.  Co-Defendant, Howard and Carole Baskin have turned “Big Cat” government
armed seizures into an untaxed cash cow business for their company which is fueled by a distorted
sense of entitlement to the private property of others.

200. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s corporate $4.4 Million-
dollar (annually) roadside zoo relies on an HSUS-GFAS business model that creates multiple
online revenue streams, through exploitation of captive endangered animals and deceptive self-
serving video narratives to promote the fleecing of the general public who like to observe wildlife
in cages at Co-Defendant HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s roadside zoo for captive
wildlife.

201.  Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s corporate $4.4 Million-
dollar roadside zoo make their millions (each year) exploiting animals and the public, by charging
roadside zoo 36.00 per person visiting fees, and by selling merchandise of their lonely captive
animals, all while collecting tax free corporate contributions, gifts, and donations from the general
public.

202. One of many GFAS campaign schemes that exploit Juma’s unlawful caged
captivity at Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE’s $4.4 Million dollar a year roadside zoo, solicits

contributions from the public ranging from $25 to $5000.00 (See Exhibit 17).
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203. Co-Defendant, Howard and Carole Baskin’s corporation have disguised the
unlawful seizure of Juma so that the public does not know the story behind the Co-Defendant’s
unlawful corporate acquisition and continued unlawful and immoral captivity of Juma.

204. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s roadside zoo changed
Juma’s name to KODA, without obtaining the Plaintiff’s permission or authority.

205. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s roadside zoo has been
financially exploiting Juma’s image and likeness daily, (Exhibit 18 $5000.00 Lion Sponsor Kit)
since the March 2, 2022, hostile acquisition, in both online self-serving narrated videos on

YouTube and through GFAS corporate fundraisers.
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206. Co-Defendant, Howard and Carole Baskin’s need Juma at their corporate roadside
zoo to promote Juma/KODA as the face of the “Big Cat” federal legislation that Co-Defendant
HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin are currently lobbying for in halls of the United States
Congress.

207. The false and misleading legislation is being promoted in the name of “Safety” but
its true purpose is to monopolize the private ownership of apex predators (Felidae) under the GFAS

umbrella syndicate.
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208. The federal legislation will provide a significant commercial advantage over
traditional zoological facilities and other privately owned animal enterprise facilities that are not
affiliated with the HSUS-GFAS syndicate. (See the HSUS propaganda documentary, “The
Conservation Game”).

209. The powers of the Executive Director, Eric Sutton and the FWC Commission
includes a wildlife police force that is the only police force that exists because FWC was literally
written into the constitution of the State of Florida.

210. An OPPAGA review is warranted in this case.

211.  An OPPAGA accountability review would be fruitful given what has transpired in
this case and against other licensees and the way other privately owned wildlife has been acquired
with the assistance of FWC government insiders Eric Sutton, Rodney Barreto, Capt. Kara Hooker
and Lt. Hinds which financially benefitted Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin
$4.4 million dollar a year roadside zoo.

212.  What happened in the Plaintiff’s case provides the courts a view into a disturbing
trend that is sweeping through the country resulting from partnerships between ambitious venture
capitalists, corporations, and nongovernmental animal related organizations with an agenda for
power and control over the food security of the nation.

213. These combined forces can heavily influence regulatory government agencies to
infringe upon the God granted rights of the individual in exchange for political access, humane
animal and rescue awards, celebrity accolades and a share of the targeted assets that are seized in

the raids.
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214. Inexchange, the venture capitalists (See Exhibit 19 Glass Wall Syndicate) are able
to permanently shut down their competition and advance their food insecurity agenda to create a

market for synthetic meats grown in labs from aborted fetuses and stem cells, (i.e. Frankenmeat).
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215. Ttis intended to draw fear from any licensee who challenges the unlawful seizures
committed by FWC in coordination with partner “stakeholder” NGOs and under tremendous

agency pressure from animal rights nongovernmental organizations to charge and punish licensees
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out of doing business as an agritourism or an animal enterprise facility that is not controlled and
influenced by HSUS and GFAS.

216. Criminally charging licensees is FWC’s modus operandi against privately owned
middle class or financially disadvantaged facility licensees and it was the motive against the
Plaintiff to place him in fear and subjugation under FWC government armed officers and Co-
Defendant, HOWARD BASKINS joint business ventures.

217. Multi-million-dollar GFAS facilities are provided great deference over individually
and family-owned facilities that are monitored by FWC and USDA.

218. GFAS is not monitored by FWC and USDA.

219. As a government agency whose primary mission is supposed to be the protection
of wildlife throughout Florida, FWC is supposed to be providing a service to treat licensees as
customers who need guidance to comply with the highly complex minutia of the Florida Statutes,
FWC regulations and FWC’s self-serving interpretations.

220. Under great influence by PETA, HSUS, GFAS and other animal related
nongovernmental organizations, FWC has been trending toward treating licensees as criminal
targets of opportunity rather than taxpaying customers who fund their agency and salaries.

221.  FWC licensees need good faith guidance from FWC officers to comply with FWC’s
overall stated mission.

222,  FWC’s permanent government employees have been incrementally criminalizing
what has historically been civil regulatory noncompliance issues to advance the animal rights

agenda to monopolize and control animal ownership and food production.
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223.  FWC had unclean hands and nefarious motives at the March 2, 2022, armed assault,
shooting and trespass against Plaintiff’s private property, Juma and against his FWC licensed
wildlife facility.

224, FWC trespassed against the Plaintiff’s personal property and trespassed against his
land. Everything that resulted from Lieutenant Hinds unlawful pretextual seizure of Juma for Co-
Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin’s BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION was
tainted with illegality, unlawful and immoral motives, unconstitutional and potentially criminal
conduct by Florida law enforcement officers who knew or should have known they had no legal
grounds to raid Plaintiff’s facility while his license remained valid during his appeal to the 2™
DCA, as admitted by FWC Bridget McDonnell.

225. FWC abused its constitutionally founded government power, government issued
badges and government issued firearms paid for by the very people FWC is supposed to be serving
and protecting the property rights of those who are engaged in a lawful animal enterprise.

226. Ms. Baskin’s corporation financially exploited Juma from the moment HOWARD
BASKIN appeared with armed men at Plaintiff’s facility to shop for and take the picture-perfect
African lioness HOWARD BASKIN needed to sell his proposed “BIG CAT SAFETY ACT” in
congress and for fundraisers on Earth Day April 22, 2022.

227. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Ms. Baskin’s roadside zoo continue to
negligently or intentionally remain in possession of converted private property, courtesy of FWC
Executive Director, Eric Sutton, FWC Commissioner Rodney Barreto, and FWC law enforcement
Capt. Kara Hooker, Lt. Louis Hinds and Ofc. Erika Zimmerman.

228. Although redistribution of wealth at gunpoint using men who abuse their

government power and the civil rights of individuals is the norm throughout other authoritarian
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governments like Cuba, Venezuela, Iran and North Korea, it cannot be tolerated in the State of
Florida.

229.  Upon information and belief, FWC Executive Director Eric Sutton and the seven
FWC Commissioners negligently or intentionally supervised or ratified the unlawful acts to seize
and assume fitle ownership over the Plaintiff’s property and unilaterally gift the Plaintiff’s property
to Co-Defendants roadside zoo, BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION so that Howard and Carole
Baskin’s Corporation could financially exploit and abuse the Plaintiff’s property, an ESA protected
African Lioness, which is emotionally and physically abused at Carole Baskin’s 4.4+ million dollar
a year corporate roadside zoo.

230. Every organization has a duty to follow their mission statement.

231. Rather than leaving Juma at the Plaintiff’s facility until the 2" DCA’s ruling, FWC
committed unprecedented and unconstitutional acts in violation of FWC’s own mission statement
and regulations and the Florida Statutes and the constitutional authority and jurisdiction of the 2™
DCA.

232.  FWC Executive Director Eric Sutton, Rodney Barreto and the FWC Commission
had a duty to ensure that Juma would not be delivered into the hands of a roadside zoo that acts as
little more than an animal hospice managed by the Doctor Kevorkian of Endangered Wildlife, and
African Big Cats.

233.  The Plaintiff has never been cited for any non-compliance issues or cited for abuse
of any animal at Juma’s facility.

234. FWC Commissioners, FWC armed officers and Co-Defendant HOWARD
BASKIN and Carol Baskin’s roadside zoo, Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION

negligently or intentionally visited violence upon Juma and her home facility to possess Juma,
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convert private property and financially exploit Juma, through acts of deceit, duress, threats of
arrest and deadly force, without obtaining voluntary, bargained for legal title over the Plaintiff’s
living private property.

235. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN was not a government employee or a law
enforcement officer on March 2, 2022, and therefore has exposed himself to civil and criminal
liability for the intentional torts of civil theft, civil conversion, trespass against property, trespass
against land, and tortious intervention of an endangered federally protected species of Felidae.

236. FWC used armed government personnel to coordinate with Carole Baskin’s
company to raid, shoot, drug, capture and transport Juma to deliver her into the hands of Carole
Baskin’s company so that the GFAS syndicate member that acquired the Tiger King’s corporate
assets could add also acquire Juma at no cost and financially exploit Juma.

237. The Co-Defendants physically and emotionally harmed Juma.

238. The Baskins are selling “KODA” merchandise and are using Juma in disguise to
solicit $5000.00 cash gifts, contributions, and donations across the world wide web through
deceptive corporate business practices and false and misleading fundraising narratives.

239.  FWC did not just stop at providing Ms. Baskin’s corporation a corporate gift from
a government agency. Government “donations” that are taken from the fruits of a potential crime
raises ethical questions, for any employee in government service to have conducted themselves in
that manner and raises serious ethical and legal questions as to what underlying business and
political relationships preexisted between HSUS, Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN and Carole
Baskin and the $4.4 million dollar a year Big Cat Rescue Corporation, prior to Juma’s civil grand

theft and conversion on March 2, 2022.
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240. The violations of administrative regulations and of state law, raises many more
questions, including why FWC would have employed an armed police force to violate Florida law
and gift Juma (the plaintiff’s private property) to Carole Baskin, considering the hundreds or
thousands of other FWC licensed facilities that FWC could have transported Juma to throughout
the State of Florida.

241.  FWC violated its own rules and executive branch administrative regulations.

242.  FWC negligently or intentionally ignored the Florida Statutes which fall within the
separation of powers of the legislative branch of Florida government in an attempt to bypass the
constitution and the separation of powers, (i.e. checks and balances).

243. This is why an OPPAGA review is warranted because FWC went beyond its
constitutional authority and exercised extraconstitutional powers that violated the constitutional
due process rights of the Plaintiff.

244, IfFWC’s arrogant and unconstitutional conduct is allowed to remain unchecked by
the courts and the state legislature, FWC’s unconstitutional seizure of power from the legislature
and the judiciary could destabilize representative democracy in Florida and threaten every law-
abiding citizens God granted constitutional rights.

245. Fairness and justice demand an OPPAGA investigation and review to determine if
FWC exercised authority beyond the Article IV, Section 9 powers in the Florida Constitution and
infringed upon the plaintiff’s right to have the 2™ DCA exercise its constitutional authority to
judicially review the conduct at the FWC October 6, 2021 licensing hearing.

246. The 2" DCA’s constitutional authority exists as a form of checks and balances to
protect Floridians against authoritarian powers and tyrannical government acts against private

property seizures without due process.
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247.  This case exposes FWC’s incremental internal decaying culture.

248. FWC and USDA have been transitioning to an adversarial and hostile form of
governance, criminalizing what was historically civil compliance issues that were resolved through
counseling and or civil penalties.

249.  The licensees are the very people FWC is tasked to serve, yet FWC treats them like
the enemy who fear speaking out against FWC, afraid of government retaliation, losing their
license, their livelihood and threats of imprisonment.

250. In America, government is supposed to be of service to the people.

Plaintiff’s due diligence and reasonable attempts to avoid judicial intervention

251.  March 19, 2022, 7:50 p.m. email correspondence to Baskin (See Exhibit 20).

252.  March 19, 2022, three (3) page demand and litigation hold letter to Carole Baskin
(See Exhibit 21).

253.  March 21, 2022, 5:21 a.m. email correspondence (Exhibit 22).

254.  March 21, 2022 fourteen (14) page demand to FWC General Counsel Emily Norton
(Exhibit 23).

255. March 22,2022, 3:15 p.m. email correspondence to FWC Ethan Aufdembrink.

256. March 22, 2022, 3:25 p.m., email correspondence to FWC Ethan Aufdembrink
(Exhibit 24).

257. March 22,2022, 5:58p.m. email correspondence to Ethan Aufdembrink.

258. March 23, 2022, 3:15p.m. email correspondence to FWC Assistant General

Counsel Bridgette McDonnell. (Exhibit 25).
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259. March 23, 2022, 5:12p.m. email correspondence from FWC Assistant General
Counsel Bridgette McDonnell.

260. March 23, 2022. 8:17 pm Email Correspondence to Bridget McDonnell. (Exhibit
26).

261. March 23, 2022, 9:58 p.m. six (6) page email correspondence to FWC Assistant
General Counsel Bridgette McDonnell. (Exhibit 27).

262.  March 24, 2022, 3:55 p.m. email correspondence from the undersigned to FWC
Asst. General Counsel Bridget McDonnell. (Exhibit 28).

263. March 25, 2022, 1:55 a.m. email correspondence from the undersigned to Shawn
Boston, FWC public records coordinator.

264. March 25, 2022, 2:13a.m. email correspondence to FWC Asst. General Counsel
Bridget McDonnell. (Exhibit 29).

265. March 25, 2022, 8:58 a.m. email correspondence from the undersigned to Shawn
Boston FWC public records coordinator.

266. March 25,2022, 6:35p.m., email correspondence from FWC Asst. General Counsel
Bridget McDonnell: (Exhibit 30).

267. March 28, 2022, 9:45 p.m. (corrected) twelve (12) page email correspondence to
FWC General Counsel Emily Norton. (Exhibit 31).

268. March 29, 2022, 4:03 p.m. email correspondence from the undersigned to FWC:
Public Records Request W14162-032922.

269.  April 2, 2022, 8:43 p.m. to General Counsel Emily Norton (Amended Civil
Remedies Notice and demand to transfer Juma out of Big Cat Rescue and transported to Elmira’s

Wilderness Sanctuary. (Exhibit 32).
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270. April 4, 2022, 4:.05 p.m. email correspondence from FWC to the undersigned:
Public Records Request W151925-040422.

271.  April 5, 2022, 12:28 p.m. Successfully returned Service of Process on Carole
Baskin at Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORPORATION. Corporate service was achieved
on Afton Tasler, authorized to accept service. No response from Co-Defendant, BIG CAT
RESCUE CORPORATE counsel.

272.  April 6, 2022, 12:01 p.m. email correspondence from FWC to the undersigned:
Public Records Request W151925-040422.

273.  April 7,2022, 3:20 pm. email correspondence from Shawn Boston FWC Public
Records Coordinator.

274.  April 7, 2022, 3:34 p.m. email correspondence from FWC to the undersigned:
Public Records Request W152037-040622.

275.  April 7, 2022, 4:35 p.m. email correspondence from the undersigned to FWC:
Public Records Request W152037-040622.

276. April 11, 2022, 8:58 p.m. email correspondence from the undersigned to Ethan
Aufdembrink with copies to FWC General Counsel.

277. April 12,2022, 2:18 a.m. email correspondence to Ethan Aufdembrink.

278.  April 13,2022, 12:15 a.m. email correspondence to Ethan Aufdembrink.

279.  April 15,2022, 4:53 p.m. email correspondence from FWC Asst. General Counsel
Bridget McDonnell.

280. April 15,2022, 4:53 p.m. correspondence from FWC Asst. General Counsel

Bridget McDonnell (Exhibit 33).
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281. April 15,2022, 4:53 p.m. email correspondence to FWC Asst. General Counsel

Bridget McDonnell.

COUNT 2
CIVIL CONVERSION OF JUMA BY
DEFENDANT BIG CAT RESCUE CORP.

Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, realleges paragraphs 1-281 and sues Co-Defendant BIG CAT
RESCUE CORP. for the following:

282. Thisis an action for damages that exceeds $30,000 not including attorneys fees and
COSts.

283. Conversion is an unauthorized act which deprives another of his property
permanently or for an indefinite time.

284. A conversion occurs when a person who has the right to possession of property
demands its return and the demand is not or cannot be met.

285. A demand and refusal is unnecessary where it would be futile and the act preventing
the return results in a depriving of possession and thus equates to a conversion. Shelby Mutual
Insurance Co. of Shelby, Ohio v. Crain Press, Inc., 481 So.2d 501, 503 (Fla.2d. DCA 1985), review
denied, 491 So.2d 278 (Fla. 1986).

286. On March 2, 2022, Co-Defendant BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. converted to its own
corporate use the property legally owned by Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, a four-year-old domesticated
African Lioness called Juma, which the Plaintiff hand raised since she was a cub.

287. Juma was and continues to be to this day the lawful property of plaintiff.
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288. Co-Defendant BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. has demonstrated intent to permanently
deprive Juma’s owner after HOWARD BASKIN and Carole Baskin refused Plaintiff’s demand to
transfer Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary.

289. Co-Defendant BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. has demonstrated intent to permanently
possess Juma when they changed Juma’s name to KODA without the owner’s permission.

290.  Co-Defendant BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. has demonstrated intent to financially
exploit harm and emotionally harm Juma and deceive the general public through false and
misleading narratives about how Juma/KODA was allegedly “rescued” on March 2, 2022.

291.  Since March 2, 2022, Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. created multiple
revenue streams while holding Juma captive against the owner’s will.

292.  Juma’s owner is entitled to and demands all revenue collected by Co-Defendant,
BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. while Juma has been held captive against the owner’s will.

293. The following links are just three examples many forms revenue streams that are
flowing money into the corporation and are examples of the way Co-Defendant, BIG CAT
RESCUE CORP. roadside zoo has been exploiting the public with Juma who the corporate

roadside zoo renamed and repackaged as “KODA” and “KODA BEAR”:
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294,  Plaintiff demands all funds collected from each corporate revenue stream
associated with Juma/”KODA” and any other unknown corporate revenue streams in the corporate
accounts, investments, land purchases, in person, mailed donations and any form of monetary
benefit acquired by the corporation.

295. Juma’s fair market value as property is assessed at the time of the conversion based
on her age life expectancy and capability of producing several litters. To the best of Plaintiff’s
knowledge, information and belief, the value of the property exceeds $30,000.00 based upon an
18-20-year lifespan with a potential for producing 8-18 cubs which have a market value of
approximately $14,000 each for a minimum range for each litter of $112,000.00 to a maximum
range of $252,000.00; Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. is making a business out of the
exploitation of Juma’s likeness, and unlawful captivity at the corporate headquarters against the
Plaintiff’s consent and will.

296. Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, seeks recovery of compensatory damages, loss of inability
to breed after injury and captive trauma at BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. and all reasonable attorneys
fees and costs.

297. Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, was required to engage the undersigned counsel and is
obligated to pay its attorneys a reasonable attorneys fee.

298. Plaintiff seeks a $100 million dollar jury verdict from BIG CAT RESCUE
CORPORATION for its egregious conduct toward Juma and toward Plaintiff.

299.  Plaintiff demands a jury trial on all issues.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, ROY PINSON asks for this Honorable Court to exercise its
equitable powers and it powers at law for an Order that: 1.) awards a judgment for possession of

property; 2.) commands that Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. release and transport
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Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary, under escort by the Office of the Florida Highway Patrol;
3.) for Co-Defendant BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. to transport Juma from their company’s
possession and deliver to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary at the Defendant’s sole expense; 4.)
command that Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. forfeit all monetary revenue fundraised
through Amazon, Paypal, the internet, social media animal exploitation of Juma as compensatory
damages to Plaintiff for unlawfully holding Juma captive while financially exploiting her and
enriching the corporation; 5.) award all attorneys fees and costs; 6.) award costs for any
veterinarian medical treatment needed for Juma’s lifetime due to in the violent trauma and
confinement of Juma; 7.) referral to the state attorney’s office for criminal investigation and
prosecution of all parties involved in the unlawful capture, seizure, detention, transport and taking
of Juma, 8.) along with any other remedies that this Honorable Court deems just and proper and
Reserve Sanction Hearings for any retaliatory conduct by Co-Defendant BIG CAT RESCUE
CORP.’s agents; and 9.) Plaintiff asks this Honorable Court to retain jurisdiction for enforcement
purposes.
COUNT 3

CIVIL CONVERSION OF JUMA BY DEFENDANT HOWARD BASKIN

Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, realleges paragraphs 1-281 and sues Co-Defendant, HOWARD
BASKIN for the following:

300. Thisis an action for damages that exceeds $30,000 not including attorneys fees and
costs

301. Conversion is an unauthorized act which deprives another of his property

permanently or for an indefinite time.
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302. A conversion occurs when a person who has the right to possession of property
demands its return and the demand is not or cannot be met.

303. A demand and refusal is unnecessary where it would be futile and the act preventing
the return results in a depriving of possession and thus equates to a conversion. Shelby Mutual
Insurance Co. of Shelby, Ohio v. Crain Press, Inc., 481 So.2d 501, 503 (Fla.2d. DCA 1985), review
denied, 491 So.2d 278 (Fla. 1986).

304. On March 2, 2022, Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN entered the Plaintiff’s
property uninvited by Plaintiff with employees and transport equipment from Co-Defendant, BIG
CAT RESCUE CORP.

305. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN trespassed on the Plaintiff’s land and
trespassed against the Plaintiff’s personal property, Juma, without Plaintiff’s consent.

306. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN trespassed against the Plaintiff’s personal
property, Juma, and converted Juma for his own benefit.

307. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN possessed and changed Juma’s name to
KODA for his personal benefit, without Plaintiff’s consent.

308. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN possessed and changed Juma’s name to
KODA for his corporation’s benefit, without Plaintiff’s consent.

309. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN entered the Plaintiff’s property with the aid of
armed men and a woman employed by FWC who were unlawfully and unconstitutionally on the
Plaintiff’s facility and converted Juma to his own use and benefitted from the property legally
owned by Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, a four-year-old domesticated ESA federally protected African

Lioness called Juma.
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310. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN benefitted and accomplished an unlawful
“taking” of an endangered animal owned by the Plaintiff by having Juma shot twice, drugged,
injured and transported to Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN’S home and place of business.
Juma was and continues to be to this day the lawful property of Plaintiff, Roy Pinson.

311. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN has demonstrated the intent to permanently
deprive Juma’s owner after Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. and HOWARD BASKIN
have refused to comply with Plaintiff’s demand to transfer Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary
rightful owner.

312.  Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN has demonstrated intent to permanently
possess Juma when he changed Juma’s name to KODA without the Plaintiff/Owner’s permission.

313.  Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN has demonstrated intent to financially exploit,
harm and emotionally Juma and deceive the public through false and misleading narratives about
how Juma/KODA was allegedly “rescued” on March 2, 2022.

314.  Sincethattime, HOWARD BASKIN has used BIGCAT RESCUE CORP. to create
multiple revenue streams while holding Juma captive against the owner’s will. HOWARD
BASKIN has derived fame and financial benefit from Juma’s unlawful conversion.

315. Juma’s owner is entitled to and demands all revenue collected by Co-Defendant,
HOWARD BASKIN through Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. while Juma has been
held captive against the owner’s will.

316. Plaintiff demands all funds collected from each and every revenue stream
associated with Juma/’KODA” and any other unknown revenue streams, in person, mailed

donations and any form of monetary benefit acquired by Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN.
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317. Plaintiff demands all funds that Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN obtained

through any monetary benefit in any form through the Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP.
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since March 2, 2022, from Juma’s unlawful continued privaie control, confinement, sbuse,
possession, and financial exploitation.

318. The Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN has controlled, contined, possessed,
financially exploited and generated corporate revenue that contributes to its $4.4 million dollar a
year revenue stream through self-serving false and misleading campaigns that deceive the public
to create the perception that JUMA had been rescued or had been abused by the owner.

319. Juma’s fair market value as property is assessed at the time of the conversion based
on her age life expectancy and capability of producing several litters. To the best of Plaintiff’s
knowledge, information and belief, the value of the property exceeds $30,000.00 based upon an
18-20-year lifespan with a potential for producing 8-18 cubs which have a market value of
approximately $14,000 each for a minimum range for each litter of $112,000.00 to a maximum
range of $252,000.00; Co-Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. is making a business out of the
exploitation of Juma’s likeness, and unlawful captivity at the corporate headquarters against the
Plaintiff’s consent and will.

320. Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN is making a business out of the exploitation of
Juma’s likeness, and wrongful imprisonment at his home and corporate headquarters against the
Plaintiff’s consent and will.

321. Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, seeks recovery of compensatory damages and all
attorneys fees and costs. Plaintiff, ROY PINSON, was required to engage the undersigned counsel
and is obligated to pay its attorneys a reasonable attorneys fee.

322.  Plaintiff seeks a $100 million dollar jury verdict from HOWARD BASKIN,
individually, for his egregious conduct toward Juma and toward Plaintiff.

323. Plaintiff demands a jury trial on all issues.
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, ROY PINSON asks for this Honorable Court to exercise its
equitable powers and it powers at law for an Order that: 1.) awards a judgment for possession of
property; Juma 2.) commands that Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN, release and transport
Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary, under escort of the Florida Highway Patrol; 3.) for Co-
Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN, to transport Juma from their company’s possession and deliver
to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary at the Defendant’s sole expense; 4.) command that Co-
Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN forfeit all monetary revenue fundraised through Amazon, Paypal,
the internet, social media animal exploitation of Juma and award compensatory damages to
Plaintiff for unlawfully holding Juma captive while financially exploiting her and enriching
himself and his corporation; 5.) award all attorneys fees and costs, award costs for any veterinarian
medical treatment needed for Juma’s lifetime due to in the violent trauma and confinement of
Juma; 6.) referral to the state attorney’s office for criminal investigation and prosecution of all
parties involved in the unlawful capture, seizure, detention, transport and taking of Juma; 7.) along
with any other remedies that this Honorable Court deems just and proper and Reserve Sanction
Hearings for any retaliatory conduct by Co-Defendant, HOWARD BASKIN’S agents; 8.) Plaintiff

asks this Honorable Court to retain jurisdiction for enforcement purposes.

PENALTA & ASSOCIATES, P.A.

/s/ Alexander Penalta

Alexander Penalta, Esquire

Attorney for Roy Pinson, Lawful Owner of Puma
3301 South Ridgewood Ave

Edgewater, Florida 32141

Telephone: 386.847.5335

Florida Bar No. 0003972

Primary email: {a
Secondary email :
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(See Exhibit “A” attached and
incorporated by reference)

Roy Pinson, Plaintiff and Lawful Owner of Juma

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read
the foregoing and the facts alleged are true, to the
best of my knowledge and belief
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Organizational =

Chart e

Efic Sutton, Executive Director:

‘Thomas: H. Easen; Ph.D.; Assistant Executive Director:
Jennifer Fitzwater, Chief of Staff

Jon Creamer; Chief Operations Officer

Charlotte Jerrett, Chief Finanicial Officer:

| Divigion of Luw Enforcement |

Col: Roger Young, Divector

Captive Wildlife
‘Mial: Grant Burten:
Boating and Waterws
Maj; Robert Beaton
Training
Maj. Denrils Post:

Beputy Divector.
of Law Enforcement

i b Col: Gregg Eason: 1212

Northwest Region:
Moy, Craig Duval
Nuith Central Region:
Capt. Scott Lee

‘Maj: Jay Russel
Investigations/Intelligence:
. Ranudy Bawii

Southwest Region
M Robmkk‘gm

South A Region
Waj; Fred Rondeay
South B Region:
Ma): Alberto Mazs
Operational Support
Vi Bl Hleagth

Deputy Chief
Rett Hoyd
Techinology and Communications
Services Section

‘Maj. Chris Sella; Section Lezder.

76

2022CA-001294-0000-00 Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



2022CA-001294-0000-00

B Flovida Pish and Wil
i Conmervation < Baing

A B Tt TomvoNmts

The Cormmissioners

s gaven Cortienissionars ses appaintad Oy the Baveraar sad candiramad by the Slarids
rabatory s exsoulive

1 b and shallalan exerciss

el that Al Hcanss fees

iy

Coramizeipness maed fve BMes paryear 8 various loratians acmsz the stads,

VigH the T foracress b sehedhales, agendas, ard minvaes

Tsras iss wice

Lontact

Lol the Somas

o s O MR En Fghdciesl Carmmissiones by ¢

e bestowsard wsting Ther prafd

Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



§\
\
\
& x

Ly

\\\

\\\

\\\
\\\.\\\

3,
%

SRR I \\

TR §




IR
S

DYWRIRIT S
DAY O

gy

RN PN

%

SELECTARCHIVES

FYPE YO UR SEARCH SELECT CATEGORY
AR
W

e e s8R

THE CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY OF THE FLORIDA
LEGISLATURE TO BAN PRIVATE OWNERSHIPOFEXOTIC

ANIMALS

By Frank R, .[hkes& Sarah Manthey Smith | Categories Avticley Intelleciual Property | L Share
NOVEMBER 2018

LINTRODUCTION

Tharty dtatesban the private ownersdeg of
dargeraus big cats by datuie mone
formm or ancther, Thismemorandom
acidresmsthe aue of whether the
Flonda Legistature hasthe powsr o
exiact & datute (o ban private ownerdip
of big cats The iswe ansesbecause the \
Fionida Congditodion grards guag- _
fegidative povnersto the Flonda Fish and \&
Wildiife Conservalion Conwmiston {the
FWE o the “Commisaon'y by
conditutional amendment. The FWC
asensthat thesw amerdments grant the
BGeNCy ExCiugive DONEr Duey Captive
witdiife in addition to the dear grant of

pOWRr ovet nadive animalsiving in the
witd, However, asexplained below, both the bagc conoepts of interpretation of Congitutional fanguage and the

finited cass law o the FWC s assertion {o be deardy incorredd. Contrary to the FWO's position, the Florida
Legidatine hasthe power to passa dahde to ban private canership of dangerousbiy cals

i BACKGROUND

&. Conshituionat History

The FWC derives some of s power from Article 4, Section 9 of the Florida Congifution that oreatesthe agency and
ocutlings #s authority (o reguiate wild arsmal ife. The PWC's predecessor agency, the Same and Fredh Water Figh
Commisdon {the “GFC, was oreated by condgitutional amendmerd in #42. Artide 4, Section 38 of the 842
Florida Congitution {fater remumbered as carent Sechion 8) readsin parnt asfolicws

FFromm and after Jarsany 4 843, the managavent, restoration, corsensation and regulation of the birds
aame fur beoring onimele and fresh woter Hiel of the Siote of Floride ™ * * dwall be veted in ¢ Comprdssion
1o be known asa Same and Frash Water Fish Corarassion ™ * ) {Empha ss added),

7. e Legigature may enadt awsin aid of, bl not ncongsiert with, the provsions of thisamendment)

in 83, the Florida Congifution was amended and the grant of poverto GFC in renumbered Section § of the
Florida Congiifution wasagain revised toread in part:
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The cormaisson shall exercise the requiatory and exeauthe posersof the state with regpect 10 wild animel iife
and fresh water gouatic fife, (Emphadsadded).

Accordingly, fromy 842 to B8 the congtitutiona! amendmeniachangsd the GFCs authority from poversover
“hirds, game, Tur bearing animaisof the Siate of Florida™to “wild animal ifa”"N o legidathve higtory isavailable for
either amendrment.

in B74, the consgtitutional amendment that created the GFC vwasyet again ammended, Like the 1988 wrsion, the
B74 congiutional amendment also usesthe phrase “wdld animai life and fregh vater aguatic e The 874
amendmant datesin pan:

The cornmission shall exercise the reguilatory and exeathe powersof the state with respect 10 wild onimel life
arwd Fresh vaator aguatic life, oxoept that al ivenwe feesfor taking wild animal e and frosh water aguatic fife
ang peralties{or viclating regulations of the conwnission gall be presoribed by specHic gatute. The legidaturs
may ernact wsin aid of the convnisdon, not inconsstant with this section. {(Emphasisadded).

in B89, the PWC wasoreated asa reqult of & merger of the GFC with the Marine Fisheries Commission ‘Yorthe
purposs of unifying the gate’s sofurad resources conservation efforts "See, Editors Motes, Wets Fia. Stat. Ann,
Cond. A1t 4 §9 {20 B} {emphasgsadded). The Editars N ote dearly deseribes FW s congtitutionaliy-mandated
misgon as conenation of natwal resources, not reguiation of privatsly-owned animais ving incages

The 95% condititional amendment remains in force today. The language of the amendment central to the subjed
sty of thismwrnomndum states

The cornmission shall exercise the reguilatory and exeathe powersof the state with respect 10 wild onimal iife
andd fresh wabar aquatic life, and duall alen exercise reguiatory and exetdive posers of the siate with respact 1o
miaring ife, except that all license fesstor the taking wild animal ife, fredh vater aguatic iife, and marine life
and penaltiesTor violating regulations of the cutwnisgion shall be preseribad by general lawnd . The legidaturs
may enact awsin aid of the cormmisgon, nof inconsigert with this section, exoept that thers ghall be no srecial
faw or general law of lncal application partaining 1o hurding or fighing.

Wesd'sFla. Stat. Ann. Congd. At 4 §% {2016 (enphasisadded).
b Judichad Precodant

In B84, the Flonds Supreme Couwrt decided the issue of whether the 842 consitutional amendiment grantsd the
FWCs pradecssaor, the GFC, the power (o regulate captive wildiife. Barrow v, Holland, €5 80.2d 748, 751{Fla.
BEG. in Barrow; the Florida Supreme Cowt hakd that the predesessor (o FWE had no power under the 842
conditutional amendrment 1o reguiale the ue of purely privale property imported o this Siate aven though sxch
property be wildiife acguired in some other date” Barmow, 125 So.2d at 781

Barrow owred a wildiife exhibit in Florida that houssd many animals including domedicated animals native
spacieg and none-native species born outdds the State and transorted into the State by Barrow, Barow, 28 50.2d
al 780 . The FWCs predecessr, the GFC, refused {0 give Banow a penml o operate the exhibd. Id. Barow sought
an irgunction againg the doging of hisbugness the injunclion wasdenisd, and the appeai followsd, id. st 756,

O appeal, Barmvw angued that the FWC s predecsssor “had no pover to regulate the condrol of animaiswhich
fave baen reduced to private peosssssion”’id. The Couwrt analyzed the language of the 842 Congitution and held
that the FWC's predecesaor “has been ghven no power 10 reguire thal the owner of nore-native birds and aninals
oltain & pennit in order to exhibit them in the State.”id. at 751 Assiated above, Article ¥, Section 30 in part read
asTolfows

1 From and after Bnuary 4 843, the managemern, resoration, conservation and regulation of the binds,
gome_fur bearing onimaols, and fresh water Bigh of the State of Florida * * * dhall be vesied in a Commisson io
be known asa Game and Fregh Water Fish Comnisgon* % %)

4, Among the povers granted {o the Commission by this Ssction shall be the pover to fix bag mitsand {o fix
open and closed ssasons on & datewide, regionat or lecal bads as it may find to bo appropriate, and to
regruilate the manner and method of taking, trangeorting, doring and using birds, game, fur bearing animabs
frash water figh, reptiles and amphibians’

i at 780 Fla. Congt. At 4 §30 {874} lermphadsadded). Regarding the congtiutional amendmerd, the Cowt
further heild:
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in approving Asticle 1Y, Section 30, # wasobviougly irtended fo ceats a goversnental ageney clothed with
parver adecuats (o profect, presere arkd promote the fredh water fish and game of the State. The justificotion
for the estoblishment of such o Commission stems from the Shote s interest in animals ferve noturge, Hisa
concapt as old asthe Common Law that such animals are ovwnsd by the Siate forthe bensfit of all of the
paople. This isnot inthe naturs of g private proprietary awnership. it isinthe nature of g title Intrugt with the
public the bereficiary. Under thisconcent the State hasthe pover B0 regulate the taking of wildife ad s
reduction to posseadon. To the extert that confinement and tiansportation am related o the bade purpose of
protecting, preserving and promoting the wildiife of the State asa public assst then such adtivitiesare aubject
to cordrol and regulation by the appelice Comnisdon,

Onee axh animaisferas nativas have been legitimately reduced to private cordrod, confinement and
posssesion, they bocome privats property. When thisocours the owner theveof cannot be deprived of the use
thersof, excegt In aooord with aff of the dements of due processwhich protect one's ownerdiip of private
property gensraily, in cthenwords onee the animaisare legitimately removed from thelr natural condition and
are brought into confinermnent through private ownership, they ceass 1o be 2 shisd of regudation by appsliee
Commission

id, {citationsomitted) {emphagsadded]. Becaus the Court held that the Commisgionvasosated forthe
preseration of animals foras naturae, the Commnissdon had no povwer to regulate nonnative anbmalsand
domesticated animalsin private posesdon id, at 7542, we alw, Bad'sLaw Dicionary {Bth ed, 204}, forae
natwae {of anhivaid wild: urdamed: wdomedicated), Thersfom, the dgment in favor of the Commiedon was
reveraed, id, at 753, Barrow remains gl controliing lawfrom Flonida'shighes cogt

Following Barow, the Flarida Legislatire enacied Florida Statiges§§ 372 921and 372.8272 {remanbered asFlorida
Statutes§ 375.30 3, $70.30 4, 378.3781, and 375.3762) that authoriesd the Convwnission to lssue permnitsfor the
private owrership and public display of Geptive wildiife, Whils legidathve history isnot available for thes datutes it
gersrally accepted that the Florida Legidature enacted thes datutes in response to the Barmay decikdon. infact,
the FWC admnowisdgesthising 20087 Memorandum. Ses, Memo. from Carla 4 Oglo, Asdstan General o,
Florida Fish and Wikdiife Conmervation Commission Office of the General Counssl, to FWC Captive Wildlife
Program, Local Ordirances And The Regulation of Capthe Wildife, 1{May ¥, 2087}, awilable at

Mind /imestingdocsalachuacordyue’ docisnents hooo/ agerklad 20 H-06-1/ 8dcdaTB-8dacdail-

L2 3EE58achZ 30 bi pdf (accesed &y 28, 204, inthisMemorendun, Asidant General Counssl Oglo datexs

iy B84, the Florida Supreme Couwrt hedd thad the then Garme and Frodh Water Fish Commisgion had the
authorfty 1o mouiabs ferae natizae or untamed animaisin the wild, bt the agenoy did nat have the adhority
to ragrsate ownerdhip of animals once they became the property of someone, espadially nonvrative animals
Barrowy. Hollarg, 25 50,24 7458, 751 {Fa. 9601 In regponse to this sste, the Legidature snacted sechion
37252 angd 372,922 1o authorize GFL to reguiate captive wildiife, inchading wildfife noseseed aspetsor for
exhibition or sl

Yet, despite acknosdedoing that the datutes grarded FWO power over captive andmalsin response 1o Barrow, PWC
marnddats to include athority over capthve wild animals rendering Barrow no longer applicabla. The 53{5'3}}5;'&{}5&&"
change in knguage made posd-Barrow by the 988 amendment (and retained in the 874 and B89 amendments
wasio wibsfite “wild animal Be”for the prior phrase ‘Dirds, garmns fur bearing animals”

The PNC Mamorandurn makes no effoit to eplain howthischange could posshiy be infterprated 10 be a consious
effort onthe part of the draffersto grant authorty over capthe ardiraisasa pover derbved From the constifubion
rather than by the gatiges The Memorandun relies solely on caw lawthat in fact dossnot spport the FWE
position asdisoussd in Saction 1Y, infra.
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HLINTERPRETING CONSTITUTION AL LANGUAGE

Asnoted, the onfy releward change i ianguage made by the B68 amendmert isto wbiinge “sifd animal Bie™for
e prioy miore cumbersime phvase ‘Tirds, game, Tuy beaning animaks” The Florida Constitution musg be mad
exadilly asit iswitten. Crig v, Fia, Asan of Trim. Defl Law, Inc,, 378 Sodd B4, M0 (Fla. 2088} {9 [ihe adtual
tanpaaae used in the Congtitudion] s deay, unanbiguous, and addresses the matier in e, then & mug be
enforced aswiitten’}. The actual language of the Congtitutionad Amendment onfy grantsthe FWC ‘the power to
exercia leghdative ard exeqrbee Functions over wilitl anina! e "See, Wews Fla, Bat. S, Coret, &t 4 83 (205
{enphassadded). The fonm “witd " means

Living in 2 gale of nature and not ordinanly iame or domedicated <wild ducks: Mearmarm-Webgencom, Wik,
iy S wseimeriamewebser.onmy dictionary wild {aocesed Augus 8, 208} me also, Amerian Mertage
DBictionary B81{ 24 ed., Houghion M ETEn Comparny 83} {“wild” defined as {ojooaring, growing, oriving ina
vsatead date; oot damesticated, culivated, or tamed), Thus the defirgtion of Sildanmal connotes s aniinai that
ihesin tsnatural abifat, Thisis in contrad 1o an aniimal ving 353 pet or one Biving in captivity, ‘Capthe"means
“ain andivad, e, 8 wild o, that iscanglht and kept corfined” Bladks Law Dictiorary {(B1h ed. 20 1}, aptive,

The FW s intores inregulating feme naturas cannet be masonably intempreted fo extend to privately owned
andivads wnder the constiutionat amendment. Onos an arsmal is i private possesdon, the animal cannol be
oopvsidensd wildd Decauge B s nd Ionger Buing i a natural sate and suwder private cordedd, Bs confimed, oris
cthensise i possssson of an owater. See a.g., Co. of PFasco v, Riehi, 535 80.2d 7, 8 (Fia. 8584} {'{aln animal
becomesprivale property when i isuwder the private conlvrgd, confinemert and possesaon of an ower’}; w2 alss,
Barronw v, Mofland, 25 80.2¢ 7388, 781 {Fa. ®80 1. Onthe other hand, an animal i$within the roguiatory authoity
of the FWC omce # isredeased rdo the wild {and no longer under grivaie oxirol, confirement, or in possession of an
exerien).” The FWOs ower definition of “aildife”does not extend 1o domedicated aniivsis or mention anything abong
anfimadsin private possesdon o Vg i captivity. See, FALC, SERA-10 T 4{80) {Madiciife " defined as {afll wild or
von-domedic bivds, manuvads, fur-bearing animals reptiies and amphabiana’. Following the definition, the word
“astalite”is wed in soverat defined terms{wildiife and environmental area,” wildide management area, and
“piiciiife refuge’) in eadh tase cleasdy referring to anivals ihat roam freg, nol animals s (ages o under private
carrerdip. See, FALC, §884-L00 4(814-{33).

We have no legisative Higory to rely on to expiain the dange in congtitutional Bnguage (o wild animal iife” So we
Faave 10 adcahnt makes ense, keepdng &3 mind the Court™s dissciion in Grig that when the nguage inthe
Consditation is dear § showld be inferpreied aswiitten. There is gmpty 0o fogica! bass whaisoover for inferpmiing
e charge from “birds game, fur bearing arsimais of the Stale of Flonda™io “wild animal ife”as an idention by
the drafiersto expand the W T comtiudional authoty 1o include captiwe srdmads because the words Swld andral
e by definition dearly refer to animais oo in the wild. Becaus: the legisatwrs had already addressed Bamow
amd graréed the FWE authosity ver captive wiid animais by satute, there was oo reason for the diaftersof the
amendment i address Barrow. B, § the diaftersintended to expand the FW s congtifutiona authorty (o edend
16 captive wildife, they cerlainly would not have used the words “wild animal Ble) they woudd have used ‘taptive
viafciife” o words with Srdiar clear meaning in the consiitutionsl armendimernd. Ve mad rderpret these decisionsiey
the constifutional drafiers usng the tenm “wild animal Bfe”asintertional. The mod logicad interpretation of the
chasrgge frovn "birds, gaunee, Fur bearing andrals of the State of Florida” o “wald anirmal ife isthat § waseither just 3
smpification of the prior congitutional amendment i3nguage o B wasinkended 1o axpand the spedes of ferase
naturae beyond birds, game or fur bearing, sich asmanatessand dolphing

‘The phwase “wifd animal e is cear, But (o the exterd that the FWC ware to attempt to argus that thisphvas s
ambiguous, the drafters inferg (asmanifeded by the viders isalso dear that the PWOs songifutional purpos s
rsatead covieenvation. See ey, W Fla, Regh Med, Gir, oo, v, See, 79 8034 1 8 {Fia, 20 1] {F condmationst
e i ambiguous ‘B cowt s endeavor 1o conginue the condiutional provision it a manmner consitent with
e et of the fiamersand volers), The amendmentsare consdert with the conseration punpose of the onginal
constitukional amendment as deseribeg in Barow where the Court heid that the jstification for the Cormmission
“Heomstrom the Siate'sinterod in anbnaisiorae naturas,”id. at 751 and the Editor'sN clesto the 18%% amendmeont
desaifing the cormfutional mandate of the WO 0 be ‘hatursl ressarces conaeration eff orts™ s eich, the plain
ianguage of the comstitutional amendment and the overall intent of the constitufional drattors both reflect 2
covscious dedson (0 grant the FWT the power 16 reguiate ondy wild e, non-taptive animals The FWCs Bimited
authioity 1o regdate captive wildiife and wildiife in private possesion isa resst of acts of the lenidature pased
after Bamwows, nof asa result of congdiwtional amendments Based on this, the Fionda Legidature refainsths
suthoyity 1o enct Satutesrequinting capthve ardroals including pasaEng 3 Han o private tsrnerdip of exotio
animais sxch ashig ats
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iV, CASE LAW CITED IN FWC MEM ORANDUM

i Bs Memorardan, the PG iakesths postion that B “hascongifutional authority over al fish and wildiife
wdather in the wiki or in capthvity”and Bsathority "o reguiate Giptive vwiidiife aspant of #scongfutional awthority
e longer In guestion” Memeo. from Cata J Oglo at 12, Thisbeld condlusion isunsupponted and isvery much in
does not extersd to threatened and endangered spedies. See g, Fla. Fish and Wildife Conere, Commrn, v,
Caribbean Consprv, Corg, Ine, 788 So2d B33, ©54-5 Fla. & DOCA 200 §; e alsn, Willineon v, Fiz, Fighand
Wikitife Conserv. Commmn, 353 8024 B 88, ©18% {(Fla, & DCA 200 3). Seoond, the Barrow decidon is &l binding
authonity of Flodda's higheat coud. The FWC has oot cifed any binding legal precedent condrary 10 the Ixdding in
Barrow, Aszuch, thisione isgill gowemed by the Cowt'sdeciion in Bamow

Lad, the authority relied on by the FWC In isinternal Memorardhsm deesnot inferprel the constilutional
amendments and are distingoishable. The FWC dies authority Tor #s position that the PW D'sauthonty ower capthe
wildfife “is ne longer in guestion” Ren of the PN T sciiations are fram opinions by adminigrative law judgesthat
acknowiedgs that they have no authority o inderpret the Constitidion, inihe onfy cowtd case cited by the FNWCas
authonity, the Cowt doss rol achually irderpret the congiiutional amerdiments, make any findirgs regarding the
FWC's authorily over captive anknaly nor does it decide whether the PNV Csreguiatory awthorty over captive
arimalsisbasd onthe congdifidion asopposed 10 the datides

Ray Haddork & Greyixayd Brosders Asw of Fla. v Fla. Game and Frash Water Fish Commn., DOAM Cass N,
36-3341RP {887} isan opindon decided by an adminigative bw judge. The opinion adkrowiedgesthat “{ihe :
Dividon of Administrative Hearingshasno hrisdiction 1o detenmine sither Florida or federa! congtftutional questions |
which may be pending inthismaiter” The admirdsdrative law judge doesnot decide whether the proposed nde :
reguiating black-tatked jack rabbits iscongifional as sggeded by the FWE Meomomandum, Betause the paties
oty idergificd the congitational amendment asthe source of the PN Cs pover 1o reguate, the adminidrative law
jurdige dinmised the case because the Florida Adminigrative Code dossnod authorize adminigrative leaningsio
decide consdtetional ises N o findingswere made regarding the PW O s power; rather, the hudoe held that he
moked juriwiiction to decide the isue. Therefors, this decison hasno precedential value and corfainy dops not
support the FWCsargument thal Rsawhority "o regudate caplive wildiife aspant of Escongilidions! aughoiity is
v fongey in question”

The seoonkd opinion cited is Charles River Labomatories ine v Fla. Game and Fresh Water Figh Comenn, DOAM
Case No 896-20 7 (887}, affimed, 7% So2d 00 3 {Fia. H DCA 858} Lie Ray Haddocok, the administraiive aw
e made noe conchugon of lawibat the PV Cxauthonty over captie aninais gemefrom the Congliution
bBecauss such a conslusion would exceed the judge’sjunsdiction. Instead, the judge recognized thet the pommitsat
s were authotized purasnt to Florida datute, The judge conduded that the parmitswere properly issed and
this holding vasaifimed by the Digtnd Cowt of Appeal. Therefors, the bolding of thisopinion supportsthe
sonciusion that the PR Csauthorty inthis neahn isa oreature of legidaihe enadtiment sk ixd cord Bufionad
prersgative.

The third case, Miamar v, Bain, 429 So0.2d 48 {Fia, 4th DCA BE3), fated in dicta, "that the Conwnistdon bas
exciusive authodty 1o emaat neesand negiations governing wildife seh asthoss thad an the aibiedt of this
appaal”hovener, the oot did ot addresthe e of whether the FPW Csauthority is based onthe corgdiiutional
amendiment or Florda gatudes To the cordrary, there wasne dispute that the FNWE bad sedhority 1o issue permits
for captive antmais {under Fla, Stat. § 372.922 enadted after the Barrow decigdon). In Minray, a homeowrsy
shatienged a city ondinence that restricted the fencesshe eredted on her propenty whae she kept cougarsas pets
The only isse decided by the M immar court vaswhether the incal ovdinance impermissbly conflicted with the
FWCs mguiationstor private cvmmrehin of the sougars The court held # didd i, Thensfore, thiscass provicksno
authority for the FW s ol that s power over taptive wildife comesfrom the Congituinn,
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V. CONCLUSION

The seif-serving ciaim by the FWC that the agenoy'sauthority over captive wildlife comes from the Flonda
Corstitution hingesentirely on whether the BES constitutionad amendmerd that changed the phrase ‘birds, garme,
fur bearing animais”io “wild animal ife was dearly intended {0 ovemude Barrow in the Qongiitution rather than rely
on the gtatulesthat had aliready addresed Barrow. The FWE angument that thischangs in wording grarded the
FWC congifutional suthority over captive animaisconfliciswith the kv purpess of the amentdimerts
fronsenation of natuml resources in the wild), the dear meaning of the phvae “aild ardmal Bfe,"and any logical
arabysis of the likely iderd of the draflersin choosing 1o change that phmse. The aw lawciled by the FWE smply
dons not sipport the FWC amument, I isdear, themefore, that asthorty granted to the FWC by the Congitution s
oy over ferse nalumme, Le animalsin the wild, consgent with the inlent of the Corsdifution 1o edablish an agency
wiess misson wasto protect and manage Flonda’s natural sesousves, The PWCls authority owr ca ptive wildliife
corves ondy from Florida Statules8E 378.30 3, 378.30 4, 378.3781and 379.376 2. Since the FlWl s auhonity over
captive waldiife comesTrom the Legidature by gatute, not from the Consitution, the Legidature clearly hasthe
pover to changs that awthoity, induding passng 8 ban on private cwnersp of dangerous big eais

1 Foringtance, the PAC mgulatesths spread of nonnative, imashe speciesthat could potentially basm native
srevesand Fovda secosydam such as Burmess Pythong Lionfish, and Togus Thess arsmaiswerns el pets
uricer private ewnersip, but were ultimately reboased info the wild. Ses, Fla. Figh and WildiFe Corsery. Cornvn,
Florida s Exotic Pish ang Wildlife, hitpY M wawurmyTae.oomy wildifehabiaty nonnativey facesexd Augud '8,
285
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Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Administrative Informal Hearing FWC 21-0074

Written Transcript of FWC Audio 33:04 Total Running Time
(Transcribed by hit

ai; rough version)

Time

0:06 FWC Hearing Officer: All right, this proceeding will now come to order.
This cause comes before the Fish and Wildlife Commission as an informal
proceeding. In the case of Roy Allen Pinson versus F as Petitioner versus FWC as
respondent, the case number is 21 Dash 0074. And today's date for the record is
Wednesday, October 6, and the time right now, roughly 10 o'clock 1002. Again, as
| said, my name is Harold Vielhauer, I'm presiding as the hearing officer in this
matter by a delegation of authority from the executive director of the commission.
This is an informal administrative hearing, meaning that speed issues of fact are not
at issue pursuant to section 120 point 57 (2) of the Florida Administrative Code,
and section 28 Dash 6.301 through 307 of the Florida Administrative Code, excuse
me, the one chapter 120 is Florida Statutes. All statements and testimony, as |
indicated previously are being preserved through an audio recording. At this time,
I'd like to have everybody put their appearances in starting with the petitioner. Go

ahead and state your name for the record.

1:36 Roy Pinson: My name is Roy Allen Pinson Jr.

1:41 FWC Hearing Officer: and you're by yourself today and you don't have an

attorney.
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1:46 Roy Pinson: Not this time No, | do not.

1:52 FWC Hearing Officer: And for the agency.

1:56 Bridget McDonnell: FWC Asst General Counsel: This is Bridget McDonnell for
the commission. And | have with me, Lieutenant John Conlin. And then also present

in the room as legal intern Taylor Green.

2:06 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay. Do we have anybody else that's present? | think

that should be about everybody. But if there's anybody else, let me know.

2:18 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay, the purpose of admission.

2:20 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay, Mr. Pinson? Yeah, like you said, you're by yourself.
For the purpose of the proceeding today is to allow the petitioner to present any
statements testimony or evidence that he would like to have the agency consider
in the subject matter of this proceeding, which is a proposed agency action, the
action was set forth in a notice of denial of Mr. Pinson’s application for class one
class to wildlife for exhibition or sale. And from what | have the notice went out on
July 17, 2021. Do | have that correct? Yes. Okay. At this point, let's get some
housekeeping done. The talk about exhibits. | have this for the agent. Well, | have
my own file exhibits agency file exhibits, which are the election of rights that was
filed. A list of rights and petition that was filed. We received it on July 28 2001. And

they also have the notice of denial that went out. I've got some, those are the ones
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we have for the agency. And then for the respondents filed some exhibits, the 2020
through 2021 application, and then there's a 2021 through 2022 application and a
warning that was issued. Mr. Pinson, you didn't pre file anything, but do you have

any exhibits that you want to offer? have us consider?

4:16 Roy Pinson: Well, | just have, you know, what I've got to say about why | didn't

get my USDA license. Okay. | had a lot of problems getting it. And...

4:28 FWC Hearing Officer: Before we... before get into that, I'm just trying to
straighten out what exhibits that we have any objections for consideration as to
any of the exhibits that that are in the normal exhibits that are in our agency file or

the exhibits that were filed by the respondent?

4:51 Roy Pinson: No, | did not have any objections. They were all correct.

4:57 FWC Hearing Officer: All right. So before we get into letting you make your
presentation, I'm going to have you do the oath. And I'm going to ask that you hold
up your right hand and I'm going to take trust you and say that you assume that
you're doing it. Do you solemnly swear, or a man this will go also for the witness if
the the agency is proposing? Lieutenant Conlin, Do you solemnly swear or affirm
that the testimony you're about to give in this case will be the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth? | do. Okay. Great. All right, Mr. Pinson, and here's
how it's gonna work. I'm gonna let you go ahead and make your statement. And

then when | let the respondent agency folks do theirs. And then afterwards, I'll
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explain how the process is going to work after this. So let's go ahead and get started

then, and you can go ahead and make your presentation.

6:07 Roy Pinson : Okay, and February, | was granted a license, that's 2020. | was
granted the license to have wildlife for exhibit class one and two. In May of that
year, | contacted my vet, and my vet informed me that they were no longer doing
exotics. At the time, | contacted them. | had a female lion that needed to be treated.
And they tell me, they're not doing exotic anymore. And I'm like, You should have
told me this when you made that decision. So | called around and called around |
finally found a vet. She was a four. She didn't livestock basically. But she said she
would come out and look at my lion. She did. She prescribed some stuff. | gave it
to her. She got better. And her and | talked and | told her I'd like her to be my vet.
She said she could probably do that. But when | approached her to do the
paperwork for USDA, she said she didn't feel comfortable doing that because she
was not an exotic that. Basically she filled out the first page. And on it, she basically
said she wanted me to find a different vet to do the exotic because she didn't feel
comfortable doing them or filling out any paperwork for USDA. | contacted you to
SBA in Raleigh, North Carolina, a woman told me that it was no use to file
paperwork if | didn't have the vet stuff because they would not give me a license.
So it took me a while to find a vet, when | finally found out that she is an exotic vet.
| presented her with the paperwork, and she did not want to fill it out because she
said she didn't have all the records for the Lions. She had to get them. Meantime, |
got back with USDA and asked him this paperwork, is it old or new stuff? They said
this paperwork is an outline of what you're doing from now forward. And you know

how often the vet's going to come out what she's going to do when she comes out
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and everything. So the vet did that paperwork. | found it. | had the email, they were
not taking physical mail at the time. So | email that they sent me a physical letter
saying that the USDA just would be back with me. Within 10 days, well, she never
contacted me. So | got back with them. They told me to reach out to her. | did this
on several times. And she would not return my calls. So | contacted my wildlife
Officer Erika Zimmerman, and she called USDA. She did not get her but she left her

a message. USDA called me back.

9:10 FWC Hearing Officer: when you second inform me that when you said you
talked to your wife when you said you talked to your wildlife that some the officer

with FWC that you've been working with. Yes. Okay. Yes.

9:24 Roy Pinson: And she called USDA and asked a woman to please get with me
because | needed the USDA called me back and told me they were not coming out
to do inspections because of COVID. Therefore, they could not give me a license
because they had to do a physical inspection. | said, Well, I've got to get a license.
What can | do? She said, Well, I'll tell to my commander and get back with you.
Well, she never did. And so | finally got back with her. And she's still you know, it's
COVID co We can't come out. And so finally, when | got the letter of denial, |
called her and | said, what's going on? | just got a letter saying | can't renew my
license because you people will not come out and inspect me. She said, Well,
since you got that letter, it wouldn't do me any good to come out and inspect you
now anyway. | said, Let me see. So | called legal legal told me that my license was
still valid. So | called USDA back and | told her, | said, they said, my license is still

valid. Can you please come out and inspect me? She said, I've talked to your
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officers, Commander. And he told me that it's better just to let it go until after the

hearing. And that's where | stand now.

11:00 FWC Hearing Officer: When you said legal, are you talking about USDA

legal or our legal?

11:07 Roy Pinson: Your legal. | talked to your legal.

11:10 FWC Hearing Officer: Right. So let me try to get some of this clear. So
roughly May 2020. You were told by your vet, your original vet that he was he or
she was no longer doing? Exotics so you find another one what tie that actually

treated your lion but said that she wouldn't do exotics. When was that?

11:34 Roy Pinson: That was that was the same month that was that was when |
first called My vet said they went and do exotics because my female lion was sick.
| needed to get somebody to come out and look at her. And that's when Dr. Her
name was Dr. Waters. She came out she you know, look better told her what she
felt was wrong. She gave me medicine for her. | gave it to her and she got better.
But when | asked Dr. Waters to do the paperwork, that's when she said, Hey, I'm
not an exotic vet, | don't feel comfortable doing the paperwork, you really need to
find an exotic vet. And it took me quite a while to find a vet. That's an exotic vet.
Because all your exotic vets now are stopping there because of insurance and
stuff. They're not doing exotics anymore. So | had a real hard time finding an
exotic vet. | finally did find a doctor. | can't think of her name right now. But she is

my vet. But | also have an emergency vet now and another Vet so | have three
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vets | can contact now. | realized that having just one vet was a bad situation. And
now | have three different vets | can contact. One is Dr. Ashley she's Blackdog
Mobile Veterinarian Service. She is my all time vet for everything. Then | have a
Dr. Martin who's in Palm City who will come up here anytime | have an
emergency in my that can't make it. And then | have a Dr. Elizabeth Bohannan,
who is actually in Tallahassee now working for a veterinary service, but | can call
her whenever | need information and she will try to help me. So | realized having
just one vet was a bad idea. And I've got I've got my regular vet that's comes out
does inspections and everything. Excuse me. And then I've got Dr. Martin who's
my emergency vet who will come up at any time | need the Okay, so right now
what what I'm trying to do right now I'm trying to... I'm hoping you will find that in
my favor to give me a Class One so | get USDA out here and get my USDA license

and get everything all the paperwork in order and straightened out.

14:06 FWC Hearing Officer: So how much time did it take you between Dr.

Waters and when you actually found somebody that could do it?

14:14 Roy Pinson: It took me almost six months to find a vet that would actually

come out and do my exotic

14:19 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay. Now help me out here. So the way it appears is
that it's... you need to have the Class One, Class Two to get the USDA but you
can't get the Class One and Class Two because you don't have the USDA is that it?

Or am | missing something here?
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14:42 Roy Pinson: That's it? Yes. That that is it. Exactly. USDA, like | said they
refuse to come out because of COVID... they don't mean now they are coming out
but because of the hearing and everything they won't come out she said it'd be a
waste of her time if she came out and gave me a license. And then you denied me
a license. So what she wants to do, she wants to wait until see if you will give me
a license if you give me a license and she said she will come out and do the

inspection.

15:14 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay. So is that it?

15:22 Roy Pinson: Yes, sir.

15:22 FWC Hearing Officer: All right, I'll turn it over to the... | mean. First of all,
does the ad anybody from the agency have any... Miss McDonnell? Do you have

any questions for Mr. Pinson?

15:35 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel:

Yes, one. Mr. Penson. When did you submit your application materials to the

USDA?

15:46 Roy Pinson: It was, it wasn't until January of 2021.

15:53 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: And what is it that what are?

It was their application?
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16:00 Roy Pinson: Yes.

16:04 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Okay, and in there? Did you...

Is there a part of that that required something from your vet? Is that?

16:14 Roy Pinson: Yes, yes, you have to have that paperwork. That's part of their
paperwork, you have to have the vet paperwork, describing what they're going to
do in the next year, how many times are going to come out... And exactly what
their intentions are when they come out what they're going to do with the

animals or for the animals.

16:33 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Okay, so you, you say from
May 2020, took you almost six months to find the vet. So, at that time, is there a

reason you didn't submit the application then?

16:45 Roy Pinson: Because the vet the vet, what didn't fill out the paperwork
until January because she didn't know exactly what they wanted. And she was
trying to get paperwork from the other vets that had treated my animals for

background purposes.

17:02 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Okay, but you did say you got
your license, your 2020 and 2021 license was issued in February 2020. So | guess
there's a delay between you getting your license in February 2020. And then
starting the process of acquiring and is that what you said... that was in May

20207
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17:26 Roy Pinson: Yes.

17:27 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Okay. And that's all the

guestions | had.

17:30 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay. You want to go ahead and make your

presentation now?

17:30 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Yeah, thank you. So so as Mr.
Penson said, He submitted his application for his new license to possess class on
wildlife, we'll call it the ESA. That was February 22, 2021. His previous license was
issued in February 27, 2020. And so he filed his application for the USDA license
onJanuary 13, 2021. That's almost 12 months after that initial licensure. And rule
68A 6.0042 F requires that any person authorized to exhibit or sell class one
wildlife shall obtain and maintain a current and valid USDA license. And that
license shall be made obtained within 180 days of initial licensing by the
commission. So that would have been the time period 180 days from February 27,
2020. So although he did not apply for the USDA license until basically you didn't
apply for the USDA license, right before the time, that is 2020/2021. license was
up for renewal. And so because he has not obtained and maintained that license,

he does not meet the requirements to possess for commercial

use. And so the commission that shall deny applications for any license based on
the failure of the applicant to meet eligibility requirements or criteria. And so

that's the basis for this action today. And just to clarify, Mr. Pinson, did call and

10
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ask, because | guess I've communications a USDA investigator about whether his
license was still valid. And so he did speak with me and | responded that under

Chapter 120, well, he's challenging the agency's action in this case, the license is

considered to be still active until the conclusion of any appeal. So that was the

answer that we gave him. So when he's referring to legal telling him that his
license is still valid, it was still active while he's in the process of challenging this
action. | have a couple of questions. For Lieutenant Conlin. Just to give a little
more background and on what was happening with the USDA in regards to FWC

licensees during this time period, if | may.

20:09 FWC Hearing Officer: Go ahead.

20:12 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Thank you. Lieutenant Conlin,

will you please tell us what your responsibilities are related to processing captive

wildlife applications?

20:21 Lt. Conlin — FWC: So | supervise the permitting office processors that

actually process the applications.
20:29 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: And and are you responsible
for the review of applications for the type of license that Mr. Pinnson has applied

for? Are you familiar with a process for licensees to obtain their USDA licenses?

20:43 Lt. Conlin — FWC: In general terms? Yes.

11
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20:45 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Okay. Can you please describe

that process?

20:49 Lt. Conlin — FWC: So the way it works is her the rule, once a applicant has
received their license, they have 180 days to obtain a USDA license. And usually
they'll forward a copy of it to us so we can put it with their file. In this case, we

never received it. Do you want to go into the what the USDA has done?

21:17 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: yeah, so that was that was my
next question. So as Mr. Pinson has, has raised, there was a difference in how
USDA was responding to applications during the global pandemic in 2020, so | was
going to ask Lieutenant Conlin how the USDA's process had changed because of

response to the COVID.

21:42 Lt. Conlin - FWC: So during the pandemic, USDA was operating under the
fact that if you had a current license with them, it was considered active. And if it
was coming up on an expiration date, they were just going to consider an active
until they could get back to processing renewal applications. If any applicant
submitted an application, and we requested information on it, they would say,
yes, we've received an application. However, we can't process it right now. Please

consider them to meet the requirements until we can actually process it.
22:19 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel:
Okay, and so if someone was applying for him, just to kind of summarize if

someone was applying for a new license with USDA, they were not processing

12
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those applications, but would notify the agencies that they have received

application.

22:39 Lt. Conlin — FWC: Yes, ma'am.

22:40 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: And that was the agency
considering that to meet their meet the requirements of the rule for for that time.
Okay. Do you are you familiar, if other applicants during this time, were new
applicants and had that same edification happening from the USDA regarding

their licenses?

23:06 Lt. Conlin — FWC: I'm not aware of any new applicants. | do know that there
were several renewal applications where they had previously obtained USDA. And
when we contacted USDA, they said, please consider their license valid at this
time. And in other instances, we were aware that they had submitted the renewal
paperwork to renew their existing license due to it expiring and USDA said please

consider running or active

23:33 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: And did the Commission
consider it to be running or active. Yes, ma'am. Okay. Thanks. That's all the
questions | have for Lieutenant Conlin.

23:43 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay, Mr. Pinson. Do you have any cross exam? Any

other questions for Mr. Conlin or Lieutenant Conlin?

13

2022CA-001294-0000-00 Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



23:51 Roy Pinson: No, sir, | don't.

23:53 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay. Does the agency have anything else?

23:59 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Just to ask that his denial and

Mr. Pinson's application for wildlife be upheld. Thank you.

24:06 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay. Mr. Pinson, do you have any rebuttal?

24:09 Roy Pinson: Well, when my Fish and Wildlife Officer came out for her six
months inspection, she told me | needed to get my license. Within the next six
before the end of my year, | took that to mean | was granted an extension, maybe
that | misunderstood that maybe she just told me | needed to get it before she
came out for her next inspection. But | did file and get the paperwork in before
the end of that year. That's, you know, | was under the impression that she had
contacted somebody and had given me another six months. That's what that was
what | took from what she said | could have been taking it wrong when she said
you need to get it within before the end of the year before your year is up. Maybe
she was just saying, Hey, if you get it out, I'll except it, you know, but she did tell
me | needed to add her six month inspection. She told me | needed to get it

before she came back for one year.

25:22 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay, so you don't deny that you didn't get it in

within 180 days, six months?

14

2022CA-001294-0000-00 Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



25:28 Roy Pinson: No, sir. No, sir.

25:29 FWC Hearing Officer: But you were under the impression. Okay, but you

are under the impression you had an extension?

25:36 Roy Pinson: Yes. And | just took that for granted because of COVID. | mean,

you know, everything was being extended because of COVID, but | just figured

that's what happened.

25:47 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: May | ask a question?

25:49 FWC Hearing Officer: Sure.

25:50 Roy Pinson: Yes. Oh, I'm sorry.

25:52 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: That's okay. When Mr. Pinson,

when when did that inspection occur? When you said the six-month inspection.

26:02 Roy Pinson: It was in August.

26:08 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: August of 20207?

26:11 Roy Pinson: Yes.

15
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26:18 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: And so when you're saying
that the investigator told you that you needed it done by the end of the license

year meaning paying for the USDA license...

26:29 Roy Pinson: Before the end of February. Yes.

26:33 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Okay, but you hadn't put in

the application at that time?

26:38 Roy Pinson: No, | had not.

26:39 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: And with that... (interuption)
Go ahead...

26:45 Roy Pinson: | didn't have the vetinary paperwork. And when | talked to
USDA, they said that it was no use to file for an application if | didn't have the vet

work... that they would deny it.

26:59 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: But at that, at that point, you
were it was your six month inspection. So you at you are already out of out of
compliance. At that point, if you had not even submitted the paperwork yet. Is

that correct?

27:17 Roy Pinson: | guess it would have been. | mean, | don't know the exact

date.

16
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27:23 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: Okay, that's that's all.

27:27 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay. All right. Mr. Pinson, anything else?

27:41 Roy Pinson: No, sir. I'm just hoping that | can be given a little bit of
leniency. | understand. | didn't sow when | should have filed. But | did talk to
USDA and they told me it wouldn't have been any good to file because of my not
having a vet paperwork. I'm hoping that you'll find it. You know, some way to
allow me to keep my animals and give me a class one and maybe a certain

amount of time to get USDA out here and get that flesh and squared away.

28:13 FWC Hearing Officer: Just curious what animals do you have? | mean, it

sounds like from the reading the file. It's mostly cats.

28:20 Roy Pinson: Yes. Lions. Okay. Just curious. Now I've only got one female.

I've got three in Miami waiting to come here. But I've got to get my paperwork

straightened out before | take delivery.

28:38 FWC Hearing Officer: Okay, anything else?

28:41 Roy Pinson: No, sir. That's it.

28:48 FWC Hearing Officer: Anything else from the agency?

17
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28:51 Bridget McDonnell FWC Asst. Gen. Counsel: No, thank you.

28:53 FWC Hearing Officer: Mr. Pinson, here's how it's gonna work from here on
out or from here going forward. The way | will be drafting a recommended order,
which will go up to our executive office, and then they will issue a final order. In
the meantime, what | normally do is give the parties both parties and
opportunities to submit a proposed recommended order. And what that is, is just
give me basically a statement of what the facts are, and then any conclusions of
law that are applicable. | will take those under consideration while I'm drafting up
my recommended order. I'm going to give everybody | always give 10 days but in
this case, looks like that would be on the 16th which is a Saturday, so I'll extend it
to Monday the 18th. So if you can give me something by giving me a proposed
recommended order by Monday, October 18. That'd be great. And then I'll start
working on the final order after that. recommended order after that. Any

guestions?

-- End of Transcript --
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Subject: Fwd: Appeal \\
Date: April 11, 2022 at 2:17 PM \\\X
To: law@penalta.com

Fr_om: Roy. roypinson@verizon.net & \\\\k\\\\

From: Bone, Rebecca <Rebecca.Bone@MyFWC.com>

To: RoyPinson@verizon.net <RoyPinson@verizon.net>

Cc: Efile, Legal <efile@MyFWC.com>; McDonnell, Bridget <Bridget. McDonnell@MyFWC.com>
Sent: Fri, Feb 18, 2022 4:36 pm

Subject: FW: Appeal

The attached has been received by our office.

Best,

Hebecca “Becky” Bone

FWC Records Management Liaison Officer
Operations Analyst Il — Legal Office

Office: 850-487-1764

Phone: 850-617-9574

620 S Meridian St

Tallahassee, FL 32399

From: McDonnell, Bridget <Bridget. McDonnell@ MyFWC.com>
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2022 4:34 PM

To: Bone, Rebecca <Rebecca.Bone@MyFWC.com>

Subject: FW: Appeal

From: Roy <TQVE SON@verzenn

Sent: Thursday February 17 2022 947 AI\/I

To: McDonnell, Bridget <grigast MeDannsli@ MyEWC com>
Subject: Appeal

[EXTERNAL SENDER] Use Caution openrng links or attachments
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From: Alelxander Penalta, Esquire law @penalta.com & %\\\\\\
Subject: RE: JUMA Litigation Hold Letter and Demand to Contact FFWC \\
b

\\.:
Date: March 19, 2022 at 7:50 PM \\\\\\
To: carolebaskin@bigcatrescue.org, carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org, info@bigcatrescue.org, Cat@bigcatrescue.org,
admin@bigcatrescue.org

Good afternoon Ms. Baskin:

Please see the attached correspondence below with instructions to preserve JUMA's life, and to preserve all written and electronic corporate
records, as evidence. Your company needs to contact FEWC headquarters ASAP to arrange the transport of JUMA to the authorized facility
mentioned below. If you choose to not cooperate or make any attempt to keep possession of JUMA, you will leave our member no other alternative
but to initiate immediate legal action against you, your corporation and anyone who facilitated JUMA’s hostile corporate acquisition for Big Cat
Rescue, Inc..

Sincerely,
Alexander Penalta

Carole Baskin
Demand .pdf

DO NOT COPY OR DISCLOSE
ATTORNEY CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND WORK PRODUCT PRIVILEGED

Alexander Penalta, Esquire

Chief Litigation Counsel, Juris Doctor
www.penaltalaw.com

Office: (386) 847-5335

CIVIL & CRIMINAL COURT ADMISSIONS, CERTIFICATIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS

Licensed to practice in Florida and Washington, D.C.

United States Supreme Court

United States Court of International Trade

United States Court of Military Appeals

United States District Court, Southern Middle and Northern District

National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary

Supreme Court of Florida Approved Rule 11.020 Qualified Court-Appointed Arbitrator

Navy Veteran and Minority Business Enterprise, Certified by the State of Florida

FBI Infragard, Orlando Branch Critical Infrastructure, Transportation, Food and Agriculture Sectors

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING DESIGNATED E-MAILS FOR SERVICE IN COMPLIANCE WITH FLORIDA RULE 2.516

Primary: admin@penaltalaw.com
Secondary: law(@penalta.com
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March 19, 2022

TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION
Carole Baskin, CEO and Registered Agent
Big Cat Rescue and Sanctuary, Inc.

12802 Easy Street

Tampa, FL 33625

RE: “JUMA” FEMALE AFRICAN LIONESS
Attention Ms. Baskin:

Our office has been retained by Roy Pinson, a Cavalry Group member, to investigate the
wrongful taking, transport and your possession of our member’s ESA protected lioness, “JUMA”.
Please be advised that you and your corporation are knowingly or negligently in possession of
stolen property. As you know, Mr. Pinson is the title owner of JUMA. You do not hold legal title,
nor do you or your company hold a property interest in JUMA. The lioness in your possession was
transported to your facility unlawfully and under false pretense by an FFWC officer. This
communication serves as a demand for you to voluntarily relinquish JUMA and to coordinate with
FFWC headquarters to arrange for her transfer to Elmira’s Wildlife Sanctuary in Wimauma,
Florida, without delay. If you refuse to coordinate with FFWC to transport JUMA to Elmira’s, you
will leave my client with no other alternative but to take legal action against you and your
corporation in a replevin action to recover JUMA. Moreover, you may become an indispensable
party in a civil action for Conversion, Civil Theft, Fraudulent Inducement, Fraudulent
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Misrepresentation and Negligent Hiring and Retention that will likely be brought against FFWC
and the officer responsible for the fraudulent, hostile taking and transport of JUMA to your GFAS
operation and which financially benefitted GFAS, you and your corporation. You, Big Cat Rescue
and Sanctuary, Inc., along with the other participants, may be exposed to liability for participating
in JUMA’s unlawful transport and housing at your company headquarters. We ask that you be
cooperative and report the current health condition of JUMA immediately to FFWC and regularly,
thereafter, as this investigation proceeds or until this matter is resolved between counsel. Our
member prefers cooperation over litigation, but Mr. Pinson will not hesitate to enforce his rights
and do whatever is necessary to protect his lioness.

As of this moment forward, please consider this communication as notice that you are to
preserve all physical evidence, video surveillance from all store cameras, documents, tangible
items and electronically stored information ("ESI") potentially relevant to the above-referenced
matter. As used in this document, "you" and "your" refers to Carole Baskin and Big Cat Rescue
and Sanctuary, Inc., and its predecessors, successors, parents, subsidiaries, divisions or affiliates,

and their respective officers, directors, agents, attorneys, accountants, employees, partners or other
persons occupying similar positions or performing similar functions.

You should anticipate that much of the information related to the above-referenced matter
is stored on your current and former computer systems and other media and devices (including
personal digital assistants, voice-messaging systems, online repositories, cameras and cell phones).
ESI includes, but is not limited to, digital communications, word processed documents,
spreadsheets and tables, image and facsimile files, sound and video recordings, other video or
animation, contact data, scheduling data, presentations, project management data and backup and
archive files. In addition to ESI, you are to preserve all hard copy documents or other tangible
items related to the above-referenced matter. However, because hard copies do not preserve
electronic searchability or metadata, hard copies should not be considered a substitute for
electronically stored data and information. If information exists in both electronic and paper
forms, you should preserve both. You should anticipate that metadata will be required to review
and search ESI.

The documents, tangible items and ESI that should be preserved includes, but is not limited
to, any and all incident bank records, company records, financial reports, employee records, and
any other related documents or records. Additionally, you should preserve any and all information,
tangible items or ESI related to any and all phone calls, text messages or photos regarding the
above-referenced matter or made or sent since the effective date of the above-referenced matter by
any of your employees, contractors or agents involved in the subject of the above-referenced
matter. Identification of specific documents, items and information above is not a limitation of the
information, tangible items and ESI you should preserve relating to the Subject Incident. You
should preserve all documents, tangible items and electronically stored information ("ESI")
potentially relevant to the above-referenced matter.
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Preservation requires your immediate intervention and a suspension of your regular record
review and destruction. Additionally, any employees. agents or other persons who may have access
to information, tangible items or documents related to the above-referenced matter must be
notified of this preservation request and prevented from altering or deleting any relevant
information, tangible items or documents.

This preservation letter should not be interpreted as a limitation of any other document or
record retention requirements that you must follow, either by state law, case law, federal
regulation, industry policy, or internal policy or guidelines. You should forward this letter to any
of your employees, officers, directors, agents or independent contractors who were involved in the
above-referenced matter who have knowledge or who have knowledge or possession of any
documents, items or information related to the above-referenced matter, to ensure that they are
aware of these requirements and that they do not destroy any of the documents, items or
information requested. It would be prudent for you to forward this demand to your general
counsel's office immediately.

Govern yourself accordingly,

PENALTA & ASSOCIATES, P A.

Alexander Penalta, Esquire
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Fr_om: Alexander Penalta, Esquire law@penalta.com & ) ) %\\\\\\
Subject: TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION - JUMA Female African Lioness \\
T

\:
Date: March 21, 2022 at 5:21 AM \\\%\

To: Emily.Norton@myfwc.com, Jill Canfield jill.canfield @myfwc.com )
Cc: The Cavalry Group generalcounsel @thecavalrygroup.com, governorron.desantis @eog.myflorida.com

Good morning Ms. Notrton:
Please review the correspondence below and advise how the Commission wishes to proceed.

Kind regards,
Alexander Penalta

FFWC Demand-
merge...ed.pdf

DO NOT COPY OR DISCLOSE
ATTORNEY CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND WORK PRODUCT PRIVILEGED

Alexander Penalta, Esquire

Chief Litigation Counsel, Juris Doctor
www.penaltalaw.com
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The Barnett Group Building
3301 South Ridgewood Avenue
Edgewater, Florida 32141
Telephone (386) 847-5335
E-Mail: admin@penaltalaw.com

Web: www.pen WWLEO

March 21, 2022

Service by email only: Emily Norton@myfwc.com
Jill.Canfield@myfwc.com

TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION

Emily Norton, Esq., General Counsel

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Farris Bryant Building

620 South Meridian Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Tel: 850.488.4676

RE: “JUMA” FEMALE AFRICAN LIONESS

Attention Ms. Norton:

Animal and K-9 Law
Aviation & Drones (UAS/UAV)
Boating Safety & Operations
Business Operations and Disruptions
Casino Operations
Civil Criminal & Administrative Law
Complex Business Litigation
Domestic Terrorism Animal Enterprise
EEOC and Employment
Insurance Claims
Litigation, Mediation and Trials
Military Courts
Motorsports and Driver Safety
National Security
Professional and Trade Licensing
Restaurant and Bar Law
Risk Management, Safety & Injury
Scuba Diving Operations
Self Defense Law
Agri-Tourism and Transportation

This correspondence serves to address two issues. The first issue is the unlawful transfer
of JUMA to Carole Baskin’s corporation by FFWC Officer Erika Zimmerman. The second issue
is The Cavalry Group’s concern for the level of influence that the Humane Society of the United
States (Hereinafter, “HSUS”) is exerting on the Commission. Also troubling, is the Commission’s
expansion of big government public policies which directly advance the paid interests of politically
influential animal rights corporations, at the expense of private ownership and managers of

licensed wildlife facilities throughout Florida. The Cavalry Group is concerned about the

criminalization of what were historically considered by the Commission as civil compliance issues
that were typically resolved through oral guidance, written instructions, and civil penalties. What
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we are seeing is a paradigm shift away from a non-adversarial, customer-based model of civil
compliance measures and toward an animal-rights model that establishes criminal traps and sets a
negative, hostile tone to punish and criminalize otherwise lawful private ownership of wildlife.
That tone and direction sets the stage for the forced transfers of wildlife assets away from highly
regulated privately owned wildlife facilities toward a virtually unregulated corporate monopoly of
HSUS Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries (Hereinafter referred to as “GFAS”). The Cavalry
Group is monitoring the expanding inequalities that exists between the Commission’s policies that
impose criminal penalties against the private management, possession, and husbandry practices of
Class 1 licensed facilities, while at the same time leaving HSUS’s Global Federation of Animal
Sanctuaries practically unregulated and unaccountable to Floridians. Fairness and equity call for
the equal application of the law. The Commission’s rules for compliance, punishment, and
criminal enforcement of private ownership of wildlife should be enforced equally against licensed
individuals and 501C3 GFAS corporate monopoly members (e.g., Big Cat Rescue, Inc).

The HSUS-GFAS “rescues” rarely ever rescue wildlife. Wildlife managed by animal rights
organizations and activists have a body count of dead animals that spans across the country. The
interests promoting the marriage between influential animal rights organizations and big
government policies is directed by land moguls and corporate raiders and fueled by venture
capitalist firms that seek the hostile acquisition of land and private property of middle-class
Americans through lawfare and in partnership with an armed government police force to achieve
results that would otherwise expose these corporate raiders to personal and corporate liability for
interfering with a competitor’s lawful business activities.

The Cavalry Group is aware that HSUS has attended closed door meetings with
Commission members and senior management at FFWC in northwest Florida to influence public
policy against licensed wildlife facilities. As you know, such 501C3 activity is improper and
regulated by federal law and the regulations of the Internal Revenue Service. The Cavalry Group
has been monitoring a disturbing trend in the ranks at FFWC that promotes animal rights activism.
The recent policy decision issued by the Commission in December 2021 is demonstrative of the
fruits of closed-door HSUS political influence and lobbying. The policy that was adopted by the
Commission is a discriminatory redistribution away from individually owned and corporate owned
assets to HSUS GFAS 501C3 corporations. HSUS and other animal rights corporations have been
forming business partnerships with government agencies at all levels and it’s not just happening
in Florida. The Cavalry Group has observed this trending nationwide. The interaction between
these 501C3 animal rights corporations and government is more reminiscent of the interactions
between corrupt oligarchs and Marxist authoritarian rulers rather than the conduct traditionally
associated with an American constitutional republican form of government that respects its citizens
individual rights and the rule of law. The Humane Society of the United States is the common
denominator across the country and is at the center of the shift toward criminalizing private
ownership of wildlife, while providing a virtually unregulated sanctuary for their corporate
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activities. Their mission creep is slowly drawing the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission into direct legal conflict with private property owners and licensees.

As someone who descends from generations of family members who served in
government, law enforcement, the military, and the intelligence community, I’m approaching you
as the Chief Counsel of FFWC’s Legal Department to help you understand The Cavalry Group’s
view of the legal landscape and the potential for litigation in the future. The Cavalry Group wishes
to share its concerns and to educate your department about the outside forces that are battling for
control over public policy to achieve financial results that advance their economic interests and
harm Florida’s agritourism community. Their financial objectives and our member’s constitutional
rights intersect at FFWC’s and The Cavalry Group’s Legal Departments. Rather than take an
adversarial position against the Commission and FFWC, The Cavalry Group wishes to continue
to maintain a professional working relationship. We recognize that FFWC’s primary focus is on
animal and wildlife management, regulatory enforcement, administrative and legislative
governmental affairs. However, it would be prudent for your office to raise its awareness and
understanding that the Commission is associating with politically influential animal and
environmental non-governmental organizations who seek a partnership to exercise governmental
authority over private individuals and agritourism. These NGOs serve the interests of corporate
investors who financially thrive by gutting small businesses, engaging in corporate raids, hostile
land and asset acquisitions, and by annihilating their business competitors.

Returning to the first issue, our office has been retained by Roy Pinson, a member of The
Cavalry Group, to investigate the wrongful transport and possession of our member’s lioness,
“JUMA”. As you know, The Cavalry Group is a national animal welfare advocate and stakeholder
for Florida Agriculture, Marine Mammals, Wildlife and Agritourism. Please refer to Mr. Pinson’s
sworn affidavit that is attached and incorporated by reference for the specific facts giving rise to
JUMA'’s unlawful taking. It has become apparent to The Cavalry Group that Ofc. Zimmerman is
empathetic to the animal rights movement and was influenced by HSUS and its GFAS members.
Ofc. Zimmerman has used her gun, her badge, her government position, and her employment as a
law enforcement officer at FFWC, to advance an animal rights agenda and to specifically benefit
HSUS and Carole Baskin. Ofc. Zimmerman’s pro animal rights bias direct conflicts with our
member’s constitutional right to individual private ownership. FFWC’s internal records show Ofc.
Zimmerman’s troubling history of interactions with Floridians, other law enforcement unaffiliated
with FFWC, facility licensees and members of the public. Despite FFWC’s knowledge of Ofc.
Zimmerman’s employment history, FFWC continues to retain her as a government employee. Her
ongoing employment at FFWC gave rise to the current case with JUMA.

The Cavalry Group’s urgency is in protecting JUMA from further harm or death, while in
the possession and control of Carole Baskin. As Ofc. Erika Zimmerman knows and has repeatedly
admitted to Mr. Pinson, he is the legal title owner of JUMA. JUMA was forcibly taken from Mr.
Pinson while he was under duress and while in reasonable fear for his liberty and his life. Ofc.
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Zimmerman placed Mr. Pinson in reasonable fear that he would be arrested or shot by the armed
officers that stood within shooting distance to Mr. Pinson and JUMA, if he had resisted Ofc.
Zimmerman. The veterinarian’s use of violence against a trained and non-aggressive ESA
protected animal was completely unnecessary.

Please refer to Mr. Pinson’s Sworn Affidavit, page 4:

“When he shot JUMA, I felt so bad. She went crazy. She
was running into the side of the cage, running into her
house, and bouncing off the walls .

“You could tell it really hurt JUMA”.

“JUMA broke the syringe off, leaving the needle
embedded in her, so he shot JUMA again’.

Shooting JUMA, a non-aggressive trained ESA protected lioness, was sadistic and legally
actionable. There was no need for JUMA or Mr. Pinson to be emotionally scarred by demanding
that JUMA be shot with a high-powered dart gun twice when the same result could have been
achieved using less violent alternative method of administering a sedative. Rather, this action was
taken to intimidate Mr. Pinson and to serve as a demonstration of Ofc. Zimmerman’s willingness
to use force and violence to take what Ofc. Zimmerman came for. The gratuitous violence
perpetrated against JUMA, in front of Mr. Pinson, was for the abusement of Ofc. Zimmerman and
the other armed men who refused to allow Mr. Pinson the opportunity to employ accepted
husbandry practices used every day in wildlife facilities across the nation to move apex predators
from one location to another. It is evident that the shooting incident, the intimidation tactics, the
deceitful conduct, and the violence against JUMA would have not occurred, had she been owned
by Busch Gardens Corporation or the Animal Kingdom Disney Corporation.

If this type of interaction is happening throughout the State of Florida, FFWC needs to
consider sensitivity training for its wildlife officers and training on alternative nonviolent practices,
along with training on honest and respectful communications with its licensees. JUMA was not a
wild and aggressive animal. Mr. Pinson had informed Ofc. Zimmerman and the armed officers
that he needed a safe space for her in order to move JUMA into the transport cage but they all
refused Mr. Pinson’s reasonable requests. JUMA unnecessarily suffered physical and emotional
violence at the hands of the Commission’s alleged guardians of Florida’s wildlife. JUMA was
subsequently transported to Carole Baskin and converted to Ms. Baskin’s newly acquired
corporate asset.

What transpired on the day that officer Zimmerman took JUMA from our member’s facility
under false pretense and under armed threat is nothing short of “the action of taking property
unlawfully from a person or place by force or threat of force” . If civilians had engaged in the same

2022CA-001294-0000-00 Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



conduct, they would be in jail. These actions have federal implications because JUMA is a unique
piece of personal property that happens to also be an endangered species protected under the ESA.
JUMA'’s unlawful taking has constitutional and statutory state and federal implications for Ofc.
Zimmerman and the Commission, as well. Ofc. Zimmerman’s conduct was reprehensible. Under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice, Ofc. Zimmerman’s behavior would have been an actionable
court-martial proceeding for conduct unbecoming an officer. This incident exemplifies poor
training, poor leadership, poor policy making or a combination thereof. Moreover, this level of
indignation toward Floridians and their property is a lawsuit waiting to happen. Most jurors would
understand how Mr. Pinson and JUMA felt, if Ofc. Zimmerman and a group of armed men
suddenly arrived at their homes with guns and violently shot their animals, causing the animals
obvious distress and pain then deceived them about their rights, and then transported their animal
to Carole Baskin so that she could celebrate over the increase to her company’s net worth and
fundraise off their animal. People who are robbed at gunpoint would experience similar human
emotions. More importantly, a badge may not always shield a tortfeasor for their intentional and
abusive conduct against citizens and ESA protected animals.

Mr. Pinson has reason to believe that JUMA’s life is in danger in Carole Baskin’s
possession. To date, we do not know the current health condition of JUMA. The Cavalry Group is
reaching out to your office to arrange for the immediate transfer of JUMA from Carole Baskin’s
corporation to Elmira’s Wildlife Sanctuary in Wimauma, Florida, a Class 1 licensed facility. Our
office communicated with Carole Baskin’s corporation on Saturday to instruct them to coordinate
the voluntarily return of JUMA to her rightful owner and to coordinate with FFWC headquarters
to arrange for JUMA’s transfer to Elmira’s, without delay. The Cavalry Group requests a forensic
financial accounting and an investigation of any money, employment benefit, or personal benefit
that was derived by any person or entity involved in the transport of JUMA by Ofc. Zimmerman
to Carole Baskin’s corporate headquarters in Tampa. A forensic accounting should include money
flowing to and from HSUS, any other government agency, agent, employee, government
subcontractor, non-governmental organization, transport service and needs to include the
veterinarian who intentionally shot JUMA.

The Cavalry Group has discovered evidence that HSUS has provided monetary benefits to
government agencies who have partnered with animal rights NGOs, in other states. The Cavalry
Group is requesting the identity of everyone involved in the taking and transport of JUMA,
including all government agents, subcontractors, witnesses at the scene, and the veterinarian who
shot JUMA. In the meantime, please notify all departments, subcontractors and agents of the State
of Florida involved in JUMA’s case to immediately place a litigation hold on all electronic, written,
photographic, video, bodycams, computer and ESI evidence and to preserve all communications
in any form that has occurred between Ofc. Zimmerman, Carole Baskin and the Big Cat Rescue
corporation, its agents or employees, including all private forms of communications and cell
phones, within the past 5 years. Should this request be ignored, we will seek this evidence through
formal discovery.
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At this time, our member does not seek litigation, but merely asks for cooperation between
the two parties that are responsible for the unlawful taking and fraudulent transfer of his private
personal property, i.e., JUMA. Ofc. Zimmerman acted with extra-constitutional authority when
she and the other officers were used as an armed force for HSUS-GFAS’s member, Carole Baskin,
to redistribute Mr. Pinson’s private personal property to convert it as Ms. Baskin’s corporate asset.
The Commission should not be in the business of loaning its police force to animal rights-based
corporations to help them achieve their hostile business objectives against our members and
Floridians nor should its officers partake in shielding HSUS and its client’s true financial motives,
disguised in public virtue signaling media campaigns, under the false guise of “rescuing wildlife”.
The Cavalry Group will interpret the Commission’s failure to transport JUMA to Elmira’s Wildlife
Sanctuary as governmental ratification of Ofc. Zimmerman’s conduct, while acting under color of
law that financially benefitted HSUS-GFAS member, Carole Baskin, and it will be evidence that
the Commission condoned the employment of its officers as a capital corporate contribution to
Ms. Baskin’s 4.4+ million-dollar annual revenue stream and to HSUS’s $180+ million-dollar
annual revenue stream.

Please advise the appropriate parties that if any other harm is inflicted against JUMA before
or during the time that she is transported to Elmira’s Wildlife Sanctuary, our member will be left
with no other alternative but to take immediate legal action against Carole Baskin and her
corporation, as party defendants, along with the Commission, Officer Erika Zimmerman,
individually, and every agent and subcontractor that knowingly participated in the wrongful taking
and harm of JUMA, including the veterinarian. Should our negotiations to transport JUMA fail,
our member is prepared to file a replevin action against Ms. Baskin’s company and to file a pre-
suit notice with the State of Florida in two separate actions for Fraudulent Inducement, Fraudulent
Misrepresentation, Conversion, Civil Theft, Negligent Hiring and Negligent Retention, and in a
third action for the unlawful taking and fraudulent transport of an endangered lioness involving
FFWC and Ofc. Zimmerman. Mr. Pinson respectfully asks that the General Counsel’s office
oversee FFWC’s activities to determine whether JUMA is still alive and to demand regular
veterinarian health reports from Carole Baskin’s corporation regarding JUMA’s health condition,
until this matter is settled between our respective offices or resolved through judicial intervention.

Please confirm receipt of this correspondence and advise how the General Counsel's office
wishes to proceed and whether FFWC will coordinate with Ms. Baskin’s company to transport
JUMA to Elmira’s, so that we can take appropriate legal action against the non-responsive party,
if needed. We look forward to working with you to resolve this matter.
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Sincerely,

PENALTA & ASSOCIATES, P A.

Alexander Penalta, Esquire
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Fr_om: Alexander Penalta, Esquire law@penalta.com & %\\\\\\
Subject: JUMA/KODA TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION \\
b

\\.‘:
Date: March 22, 2022 at 3:25 PM \\\\\\
To: ethan.aufdembrink@myfwc.com
Cc: Emily.Norton@myfwc.com, The Cavalry Group generalcounsel@thecavalrygroup.com, governorron.desantis @eog.myflorida.com

TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION

Good afternoon Mr. Aufdembrink:

Thank you for returning my call and for communicating to Ms. Norton our latest concerns about JUMA. Please review the notice that was sent to
FFWC Monday morning, along with the you tube video link below.

Ms. Baskin’s corporation has changed the name of JUMA to KODA. We have video that JUMA/KODA is now limping. Please review the video
before it disappears. Elmira’s veterinarian is scheduled to make an assessment. We do not want to find ourselves in a situation where somebody at
Ms. Baskin’s company is going to make a decision to euthanize JUMA/KODA and claim that they had to take lethal action because she allegedly
arrived injured or in poor health.

The best thing for Ms. Baskin, from a liability standpoint, is for JUMA/KODA to be transferred out of her current setting and moved to Elmira’s
Wildlife Sanctuary in Wimauma, Florida. Please initiate that transfer without delay, before her condition deteriorates. Time is of the essence. FFWC
needs to communicate to Carole Baskin’s entire company, in the form of a direct ordet, they are not authotized to kill JUMA/KODA under any
circumstance. JUMA/KODA is not Ms. Baskin's property. Their corporation’s possession of JUMA/KODA is being legally contested and they have
a fiduciary duty to ensure her safety and her life. If JUMA/KODA is killed while in the possession of Ms. Baskin's corporation, it will guarantee
civil and criminal legal action and it will trigger a federal action.

We continue to look forward to working with FFWC to ensure the immediate and safe transfer of JUMA/KODA to Elmira’s.

Kind regards,
Alexander Penalta

FFWC Demand- Carole Baskin
merge...ed.pdf Demand .pdf
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From: Alexander Penalta, Esquire law@penalta.com Q\\\\
Subject: JUMA/KODA transfer to Elmira’s ?\1
Date: March 23, 2022 at 3:15 PM \\\\\

To: Bridget McDonnell bridget.mcdonnell@myfwc.com
Cc: Emily.Norton@myfwc.com, governorron.desantis @eog.myflorida.com, The Cavalry Group generalcounsel@thecavalrygroup.com

Good afternoon Ms. McDonnell:
It is my understanding that you’ve been assigned as the lead attorney on the case involving Juma.

We continue to get repotrts from Mr. Pinson, Juma’s ownet, that she continues to limp and is barely eating. Please consider this correspondence as a
formal pre-suit request for FFWC to open an investigation into Carole Baskin’s corporate husbandry practices and to monitor the maintenance of
Juma, as we have reason to believe that her health and life is at risk. The Cavalty Group requests an OIG investigation into Ofc. Erika Zimmerman
and would like reports of its findings.

FFWC always takes action, even disciplining its own officers, when PETA/HSUS and other animal rights NGOs file complaints and demand
investigations against our licensed membets and against non-member licensed facilities. The Cavalty Group expects the same professional courtesy
and equal treatment from FFWC, as an animal welfare stakeholder in the State of Florida that has provided FFWC with legal notice of imminent
harm to an endangered species within its state borders.

Mr. Pinson is receiving repotts that Carole Baskin’s company is allegedly attempting to engage in some form of deworming protocol. Juma was
raised and accustomed to seeing her owner everyday and now she hasn't seen him for 3 weeks. Juma’s placement is having a negative psychological
impact that is highly detrimental to Juma’s well-being. It is not uncommon for animals who have been raised in close contact and have been
abruptly taken away from their owners to spiral into the state of depression and refusal to eat leading to their death. It happens with many apex
species from elephants, to dolphins and wolves/dogs.

The combinations of all these factors are having a substantial negative impact on Juma’s health and well-being. The longest Juma has ever gone
without seeing her owner has been two days and now it's been three weeks. Juma went from being treated like a close family member to an isolated
abandoned roadside zoo animal at Carole Baskin’s company headquarters. These animals are sentient beings used to existing in close social units
called prides, particularly the females. Ofc. Zimmerman has disrupted Juma’s pride. There will be legal consequences to that, if anything happens
to Juma, particulatly, if she dies in the hands of Carole Baskin.

Please advise what time is good for you to speak with me today regarding the status of Juma’s transfer to Elmira’s. We need to know FFWC’s plan
of action to move Juma to Elmira‘s facility. We notified Carole Baskin on Saturday and FEWC on Monday. It is Wednesday and the clock is ticking.

Our office is drafting the pre-suit notice to department of financial services and will be filing the notice within days, if we do not begin to see
concrete measures being taken to correct the situation.

Juma’s case is time sensitive.

Sincerely,
Alexander Penalta
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From: Alexander Penalta, Esquire law@penalta.com %\\\\\

Subject: Re: JUMA/KODA transfer to Elmira’s & 1\.“%1
Date: March 23, 2022 at 8:17 PM \\\\\\\\

To: McDonnell, Bridget Bridget.McDonnell@myfwc.com
Cc: Norton, Emily Emily.Norton@myfwc.com, GovernorRon.Desantis@eog.myflorida.com, The Cavalry Group
generalcounsel @thecavalrygroup.com

Good afternoon Ms. McDonngell:

As you should be aware from your prior interactions with me, I serve as Chief Litigation Counsel throughout the entire State of Florida for The
Cavalry Group (The C-A-V-A-L-R-Y Group, www.thecavalrygroup.com).

Apparently, you do not remember me but I clearly remember you. At our next telephone conference, I will gladly reiterate and confirm what I have
previously stated in writing on multiple occasions that our law firm represents Juma and Mr. Pinson. It was also made clear to FFWC in multiple
communications that I, Alexander Penalta and The Penalta Law Firm, represent Roy Pinson and Juma. Mr. Pinson retained our office to represent
the best interests of Juma in this matter. Once again, Roy Pinson is a member of The Cavalry Group.

We have not entered a notice of appearance or filed any legal documents as “attorney of record” for any proceeding because we have not opened a
court case, yet.

As you know, the Department of Financial setvices has to review this matter before filing suit against the Commission. Howevet, no such filing
prerequisite exists before commencing a lawsuit against Carole Baskin’s corporation for replevin, conversion and civil theft. We are prepared to
take whatever action brings the fastest and most equitable resolution for Juma’s best interests.

Mr. Pinson is being reasonable because he is not demanding the return of his lioness to his facility but rather seeks Juma’s placement at Elmira’s, as
he had directed Ofc. Zimmerman to do on the day, she deceptively took Juma from my client by force and under duress. For reasons unknown to
Juma’s owner, Officer Zimmerman and Carole Baskin’s cotporation, reached some unilateral agreement on how they were going to use, dispose of
and continue to possess my client’s private propetty that neither one of them whole legal title to.

Officer Zimmerman and the Commission do not have legal title to Mr. Pinson’s private propetty and therefore, taking Mr. Pinson’s private propetty
by force surrounded by armed men and the arbitrary disposition of Mr. Pinson’s personal property, at the Commission’s whim, is actionable. Ms.
Baskin’s continued possession and conversion of Juma/Koda, after being placed on legal notice on Saturday that Juma’s owner does not want
Carole Baskin to remain in possession of Juma, is actionable. Changing Juma’s name to Koda shows intent to possess and to keep my clients
property. Ms. Baskin either needs to transfer Juma to Elmira’s or she will have to prove title ownership which she cannot, to avoid the legal storm
that is heading toward her and her company, veterinarian the shot Juma and eventually the Commission, once DFS concludes their pre-suit
investigation of Mr. Pinson’s fraudulent inducement, civil conversion and theft claims.

If the Commission can produce any compelling Florida case law on property, title ownetrship, conversion of property or civil theft cases that stand
for the proposition that the Commission and Carole Baskin’s corporation wins in any legal action contesting title to Mr. Pinson’s private propetty,
please forward it to us for our review.

We understand that the Commission may be viewing this case as just a regulatory licensing enforcement issue but this matter is fundamentally a
private property dispute that could land everyone that touched Mr. Pinson‘s private propetty in court to answer for why they believe they can
continue to keep Juma imprisoned at a corporation in solitary confinement. Who had legal title when Juma was taken from Mr. Pinson by deceit,
under duress and by force? What legal justification each person had to touch, harm and continue to possess Mr. Pinson‘s private property, against
the property owner’s will and for continuing to hold Juma in a place that is not in Juma’s best interests (i.e. Conversion/Theft). If this private
property was an inanimate chattel, or a house there would not be the same sense of urgency as there is with a living sentient being like Juma who is
living abandoned, isolated in solitary confinement and showing signs of depression and injury.

We are requesting that the Commission provide the factual basis and suppotting evidence that JUMA was lawfully taken by the Commission and
it’s agent/employee who acted under color of law and within the scope of her employment to dispossess our client and Cavalry Group member from
his personal property. Provide us with the case law and holding that Juma’s continued possession is lawful even against the owner’s will. We
request that you produce whatever evidence the Commission will have to prove in court that Juma was not converted or stolen through deceptive
means and by force from my client’s facility. If this evidence production and case law request is ignored then we will look to convene a jury that
will answer these questions for the Commission.

The Commission is on notice that Mr. Pinson is challenging legal title and possession of his personal property and Ms. Baskin’s claim to possession
and legal title to do anything with our client’s property, without an ownership contract or a court order. The Commission has neither a court order
awarding title ownership nor a valid contract passing title ownetrship to the state nor to Ms. Baskin’s corporation.

Your FFWC officer, Erika Zimmerman, admitted to Mr. Pinson and continuously reassured him that Mr. Pinson owns Juma, while at the same time
she was engaging in a deceptive act to take my client’s property by intimidation, force and dutess. If and when the Commission’s inaction forces
this matter to be litigated, we intend to offer Ofc. Zimmerman’s admission as a party opponent (both individually and as an employee/agent of the
Commission).

We are merely attempting to negotiate the safe return and placement of Juma at Elmira’s, without the need for litigation. A little cooperation from
the Commission could go along way in Juma’s safe return.

Thank you for referting this matter to the OIG. We need to discuss Juma in a telephone conference or by zoom, ASAP so that we have clarity on the
commissions resistance or refusal to move Mr. Pinson‘s property from Carole Baskins corporation to Elmira‘s. I’'m available for you anytime
tomorrow after 1:00 pm, or Friday or even throughout the weekend, if necessary.

We look forward to working with you and the Commission to resolve this mattet, expeditiously.
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Fr_om: Alexander Penalta, Esquire Iavy@penalta.com %\\\\\\
Subject: Re: JUMA/KODA transfer to Elmira’s & 1\.‘\\\
Date: March 23, 2022 at 9:58 PM \\\\\\
To: McDonnell, Bridget Bridget. McDonnell@ MyFWC.com
Cc: Norton, Emily Emily.Noton@MyFWC.com, governorron.desantis@eog.myflorida.com, The Cavalry Group
generalcounsel @thecavalrygroup.com

Good morning Ms. McDonnell:

As you should be aware from your prior interactions with me, I serve as Chief Litigation Counsel
throughout the entire State of Florida for The Cavalry Group (The C-A-V-A-L-R-Y Group,
www.thecavalrveroup com). Apparently, you do not remember me but I clearly remember you. At our
next telephone conference, I will gladly reiterate and confirm what I have previously stated in writing on
multiple occasions that our law firm represents Juma and Mr. Pinson. It was also made clear to FFWC in
multiple communications that I, Alexander Penalta and The Penalta Law Firm, represent Roy Pinson and
Juma. Mr. Pinson retained our office to represent the best interests of Juma in this matter. Once again,
Roy Pinson is a member of The Cavalry Group. The Cavalry Group, as a national animal welfare
stakeholder, monitors legislative, executive and judicial issues impacting animal welfare, food and
agriculture, private ownership, animal agritourism and animal enterprise. We have not entered a notice of
appearance or filed any legal documents as “attorney of record” for any proceeding because we have not
opened a court case, yet.

As you know, the Department of Financial services has to review this matter before filing suit against the
Commission. However, no such filing prerequisite exists before commencing a lawsuit against Carole
Baskin’s corporation for replevin, conversion and civil theft. We are prepared to take whatever action
brings the fastest and most equitable resolution for Juma’s best interests. Mr. Pinson is being reasonable
because he is not demanding the return of his lioness to his facility but rather seeks Juma’s placement at
Elmira’s, as he had directed Ofc. Zimmerman to do on the day, she deceptively took Juma from my client
by force and under duress. For reasons unknown to Juma’s owner, Officer Zimmerman and Carole
Baskin’s corporation, reached some unilateral agreement on how they were going to use, dispose of and
continue to possess my client’s private property that neither one of them has legal title to.

Officer Zimmerman and the Commission do not have legal title to Mr. Pinson’s private property and
therefore, taking Mr. Pinson’s private property by force surrounded by armed men and the arbitrary
disposition of Mr. Pinson’s personal property, at the Commission’s whim, is actionable. Ms. Baskin’s
continued possession and conversion of Juma/Koda, after being placed on legal notice on Saturday that
Juma’s owner does not want Carole Baskin to remain in possession of Juma, is actionable. Changing
Juma’s name to Koda shows intent to possess and to keep my clients property. Ms. Baskin either needs to
transfer Juma to Elmira’s or she will have to prove title ownership which she cannot, to avoid the legal
storm that is heading toward her and her company, the veterinarian who shot Juma and eventually the
Commission, once DFS concludes their pre-suit investigation of Mr. Pinson’s fraudulent inducement,
civil conversion and theft claims.

If the Commission can produce any compelling Florida case law on property, title ownership, conversion
of property or civil theft cases that stand for the proposition that the Commission and Carole Baskin’s
corporation wins in any legal action contesting title to Mr. Pinson’s private property, please forward it to
us for our review. We understand that the Commission may be viewing this case as just a regulatory
licensing enforcement issue but this matter is fundamentally a private property dispute that could land
everyone that touched Mr. Pinson‘s private property in court to answer for why they believe they can
continue to keep Juma imprisoned at a corporation in solitary confinement.

Who had legal title when Juma was taken from Mr. Pinson by deceit, under duress and by force? What
legal justification each person had to touch, harm and continue to possess Mr. Pinson‘s private property,
against the property owner’s will and for continuing to hold Juma in a place that is not in Juma’s best

EXHIBIT 27
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mterests (1.e. Conversion/ L'hett)? It this private property was just an inanimate chattel, or a house there
would not be the same sense of urgency as there is with a living sentient being like Juma who was ripped
away from her owner and is being kept isolated, in solitary confinement and showing increasing signs of
depression and injury.

We are requesting that the Commission provide the factual basis and supporting evidence that JUMA was
lawfully taken by the Commission and its agent/employee who acted under color of law and within the
scope of her employment to dispossess our client and Cavalry Group member from his personal property.
Provide us with the case law and holding that Juma’s continued possession is lawful when property is
being held against the owner’s will. We request that you produce whatever evidence the Commission will
have to prove in court that Juma was not converted or stolen through deceptive means and by force from
my client’s facility. If this evidence production and case law request is ignored, then we will look to
convene a jury that will answer these questions for the Commission.

The Commission is on notice that Mr. Pinson is challenging legal title and possession of his personal
property and reclaim his property rights from Ms. Baskin’s claim to possession and legal title. Ms.
Baskin’s and the Commission cannot just do anything they please with our client’s property, without an
ownership contract or a court order. The Commission has neither a court order awarding title ownership
nor does it have a valid contract passing title ownership to the State of Florida nor to Ms. Baskin’s
corporation.

FFWC officer, Erika Zimmerman, admitted to Mr. Pinson and continuously reassured him that Mr.
Pinson owns Juma, while she was engaging in a deceptive act to take my client’s property by
intimidation, force and duress. If the Commission’s inaction forces this matter to be litigated, we intend to
offer Ofc. Zimmerman’s admission as a party opponent (both individually and as an employee/agent of
the Commission).

We are merely attempting to negotiate the safe return and placement of Juma at Elmira’s, without the
need for litigation. A little cooperation from the Commission would go a long way in Juma’s safe return.

Thank you for referring this matter to the OIG. We need to discuss Juma in a telephone conference or by
zoom, ASAP, so that we have clarity on the Commission’s resistance or refusal to move Mr. Pinson‘s
property from Carole Baskins corporation to Elmira‘s. I'm available for you anytime tomorrow after 1:00
pm, or Friday or even throughout the weekend to help facilitate this transfer.

We look forward to working with you and the Commission to resolve this matter, expeditiously.

Sincerely,

Alexander Penalta
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From: Alexander Penalta, Esquire law@penalta.com \\\\
Subject: TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION Juma/Koda - second request for telephone conference \\\\\\\

Date: March 24, 2022 at 3:55 PM
To: Bridget McDonnell bridget.mcdonnell@myfwc.com
Cc: Emily Norton Emily.Norton@myfwc.com, governorron.desantis@eog.myflorida.com, The Cavalry Group
generalcounsel @thecavalrygroup.com

TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION
Good afternoon Ms. McDonngell:

Mr. Pinson has just informed us that Carol Baskin is refusing to allow his veterinarian on the corporate premises where Officer Zimmerman
arranged with Carole Baskin to keep Juma imprisoned.

Be advised that every day that Mr. Pinson is denied access to his private property is adding to any awardable monetary damages. We are requesting
that the Commission issue an order allowing Mr. Pinson‘s veterinarian from Elmira‘s to inspect and perform an evaluation of Juma’s health
condition. If the Commission is unwilling to assist Mr. Pinson’s veterinarian in obtaining access to Juma, please acknowledge, in writing, the legal
basis and the reason for the refusal.

Once again, please provide a date and time for a telephone conference regarding the above referenced for a meet and confer.

This is our second request and time is of the essence.

Sincerely,
Alexander Penalta

DO NOT COPY OR DISCLOSE
ATTORNEY CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND WORK PRODUCT PRIVILEGED

Alexander Penalta, Esquire
Chief ngatlon Counsel Juris Doctor

CIVIL & CRIMINAL COURT ADMISSIONS, CERTIFICATIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS

Licensed to practice in Florida and Washington, D.C.

United States Supreme Court

United States Court of International Trade

United States Court of Military Appeals

United States District Court, Southern Middle and Northern District

National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary

Supreme Court of Florida Approved Rule 11.020 Qualified Court-Appointed Arbitrator

Navy Veteran and Minority Business Enterprise, Certified by the State of Florida

FBI Infragard, Orlando Branch Critical Infrastructure, Transportation, Food and Agriculture Sectors
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1. The information and intellectual propetrties contained in this transmission are confidential and intended only for use of the individual named
above and are not to be reproduced or given to other parties. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient you are hereby notified that
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly rohlblted If you have received this message in etror or there are any
problems please notify us immediately by return ¢-mail or by telephone at § 7 3. The unauthorized use, disclosure, copying or alteration

of this message and included documents is a violation of federal and State Law.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: To ensute compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. federal tax advice
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i)
avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another patty any transaction or matter
addressed herein.

UETA DISCLAIMER - FLORIDA STATUTES §668.50: The Uniform Electronic Transaction Act shall not apply to this email, or any related
emails or chains, in the event they contain or concern negotiation of a contract or agreement. Contract formation shall only occur with manually-
affixed original signatures on original documents. No emails containing this disclaimer shall be treated as an electronically signed document
binding us to a contract or agreement.
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From: Alexander Penalta, Esquire law@penalta.com \\\\
Subject: Third request for telephone conference to discuss Juma’s false imprisonment at Big Cat Rescue (Day 23) \\\\\\\

Date: March 25, 2022 at 2:13 AM
To: Bridget McDonnell bridget.mcdonnell@myfwc.com
Cc: Emily Norton Emily.Norton@myfwc.com, governorron.desantis@eog.myflorida.com, The Cavalry Group
generalcounsel @thecavalrygroup.com

Time Sensitive Communication

Good morning Ms. McDonngell:

Please provide a date and time for a telephone conference regarding the above referenced for a meet and confer to discuss Juma’s unlawful
imprisonment and possession at Carole Baskin’s Big Cat Rescue Corporation and to have a state veterinarian enter Carole Baskin’s premises to

perform a health examination, without further delay.

Sincerely,
Alexander Penalta

DO NOT COPY OR DISCLOSE
ATTORNEY CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND WORK PRODUCT PRIVILEGED

Alexander Penalta, Esquire
Chief Litigatipn Counsel, Juris Doctor

Office: i

CIVIL & CRIMINAL COURT ADMISSIONS, CERTIFICATIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS

Licensed to practice in Florida and Washington, D.C.

United States Supreme Court

United States Court of International Trade

United States Court of Military Appeals

United States District Court, Southern Middle and Northern District

National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary

Supreme Court of Florida Approved Rule 11.020 Qualified Court-Appointed Arbitrator

Navy Veteran and Minority Business Enterprise, Certified by the State of Florida

FBI Infragard, Orlando Branch Critical Infrastructure, Transportation, Food and Agriculture Sectors

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING DESIGNATED E-MAILS FOR SERVICE IN COMPLIANCE WITH FLORIDA RULE 2.516
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above and ate not to be reproduced or glven to other patties. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient you are hereby notified that
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in etror or there are any
problems please notify us immediately by return ¢-mail or by telephonge at § 3. The unauthorized use, disclosute, copying or alteration
of this message and included documents is a violation of federal and State Law.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: To ensute compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. federal tax advice
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i)
avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another patty any transaction or matter
addressed herein.

UETA DISCLAIMER - FLORIDA STATUTES §668.50: The Uniform Electronic Transaction Act shall not apply to this email, or any related
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From: McDonnell, Bridget Bridget. McDonnell@ MyFWC.com
Subject: RE: Third request for telephone conference to discuss Juma’s false imprisonment at Big Cat Rescue (Day 23)
Date: March 25, 2022 at 6:35 PM
To: Alexander Penalta, Esquire law@penalta.com
Cc: Norton, Emily Emily.Norton@MyFWC.com

Dear Mr. Penalta,

The wildlife was lawfully seized by the Commission in the exercise of its official duties
and has been temporarily boarded at a captive wildlife facility which is required to provide
appropriate care and maintenance of the animal. Your client has been provided with
documentation regarding the seizure by our Law Enforcement Officers. | do not have
anything additional to discuss at this time.

Sincerely,

From: Alexander Penalta, Esquire <law @penalta.com>

Sent: Friday, March 25, 2022 2:13 AM

To: McDonnell, Bridget <Bridget.McDonnell@ MyFWC.com>

Cc: Norton, Emily <Emily.Norton@MyFWC.com>;
governorron.desantis@eog.myflorida.com; The Cavalry Group
<generalcounsel@thecavalrygroup.com>

Subject: Third request for telephone conference to discuss Juma’s false imprisonment at
Big Cat Rescue (Day 23)

[EXTERNAL SENDER] Use Caution opening links or attachments
Time Sensitive Communication

Good morning Ms. McDonnell:

Please provide a date and time for a telephone conference regarding the above
referenced for a meet and confer to discuss Juma’s unlawful imprisonment and
possession at Carole Baskin’s Big Cat Rescue Corporation and to have a state
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veterinarian enter Carole Baskin's premises to pertorm a heaith examination, without
further delay.

Sincerely,
Alexander Penalta
DO NOT COPY OR DISCLOSE

ATTORNEY CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND WORK PRODUCT PRIVILEGED

Alexander Penalta, Esquire
Chief Litigation Counsel, Juris Doctor

www nenallalaw com

Office: {388} 847-5335

CIVIL & CRIMINAL COURT ADMISSIONS, CERTIFICATIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS

Licensed to practice in Florida and Washington, D.C.

United States Supreme Court

United States Court of International Trade

United States Court of Military Appeals

United States District Court, Southern Middle and Northern District

National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary

Supreme Court of Florida Approved Rule 11.020 Qualified Court-Appointed Arbitrator
Navy Veteran and Minority Business Enterprise, Certified by the State of Florida

FBI Infragard, Orlando Branch Ciritical Infrastructure, Transportation, Food and

Agriculture Sectors

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING DESIGNATED E-MAILS FOR SERVICE
IN COMPLIANCE WITH FLORIDA RULE 2.516

Primary: admin@penalialaw com

Secondary: law@penalta com
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The Electronic Communications Privacy Act covers this
electronic transmitted message, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2514-2521. The information and
intellectual properties contained in this transmission are confidential and intended only for
use of the individual named above and are not to be reproduced or given to other parties.
If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this message in error or there are any problems please notify us
immediately by return e-mail or by telephone at {3863 847-5335. The unauthorized use,
disclosure, copying or alteration of this message and included documents is a violation of
federal and State Law.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed
by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and
cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue
Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or
matter addressed herein.

UETA DISCLAIMER - FLORIDA STATUTES §668.50: The Uniform Electronic Transaction
Act shall not apply to this email, or any related emails or chains, in the event they contain
or concern negotiation of a contract or agreement. Contract formation shall only occur
with manually-affixed original signatures on original documents. No emails containing this
disclaimer shall be treated as an electronically signed document binding us to a contract
or agreement.
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Fr_om: Alexander Penalta, Esquire law@penalta.com & . — %\\\\\\
Subject: (Corrected) TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION Save JUMA: 26 days held hostage at Carole Baskin's Big Cat Rescue {3 S

Corporation and Fourth Request for a Telephone or Zoom Video Conference with FWC General Counsel's Office \\\\
Date: March 28, 2022 at 9:45 PM
To: Emily Norton Emily.Norton@myfwc.com, governorron.desantis@eog.myflorida.com

TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION
Good morning General Counsel Norton:

Please substitute this corrected email communication for the 10:41 a.m.
email that your office received this morning. The computer program did not
capture the final edit when it fired off. We included a few of the online links
below, for your review. These links specifically demonstrate how Carole
Baskin’s Big Cat Rescue Corporation is exploiting Juma’s unlawful
possession, for money. As we had informed you in previous emails, the
BCR Corporation unilaterally changed the name of Juma to KODA to cover
up the unlawful seizure. It also demonstrates the felonious intent of Carole
Baskin’s Big Cat Rescue Corporation to permanently deprive the title
owner of his property and to exercise continued possession, dominion and
control over Juma, even after Carole Baskin’s company was instructed on
March 19, 2022, to transfer Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary
immediately:
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Our prayers are that you are filled with compassion and as the leader of a
government agency dedicated to protecting animals from exploitation, you
will consider engaging with us. Lead the investigation into how Juma’s
situation got sideways. Have some empathy for what it’s like for Juma. Her
brain cannot compute what 1s happening to her right now at BCR. Imagine
having your home raided by armed officers, having them shoot your dog
with a high-powered weapon twice and then emotionally tearing your
drugged and unconscious dog away from the only family she has ever
known. Then imagine having to live every day knowing that your dog is
being exploited at some “dog rescue” that is prostituting her for the online
amusement of voyeurs who flood her captor’s corporate accounts with cash,
under the guise of “donations”. In the meantime, she’s wondering why she
can’t be with “mom” and her family, every waking minute of every waking
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nour, 01 Cvely wdkliig day.

Asst. General Counsel McDonnell told Mr. Pinson his class 1 license would
be good until all the appeals were done. She made an admission by a party
opponent and a declaration against interest in the minutes of the licensing
hearing that Mr. Pinson attended. Please see the 4 documents attached
numbered 1-4. These four documents demonstrate that Mr. Pinson had filed
the appeal on time and that he completed the paperwork in order for it to be
filed in the correct court. Document #1 1s the one telling the court who Mr.
Pinson was sending a copy of Document #2. Document #2 is the one Mr.
Pinson had to fill out to appeal, and it says, “Appellant, appeals to the
Second District Court of Appeal”, which is where it should have been filed.
Document #3 clearly demonstrates that the clerk processed the case in error
and fixed it. Document #4 demonstrates that the Second District Court of
Appeal accepted his appeal and it shows a filing date of February 17, 2022.
Therefore, according to Ms. McDonnell’s own admission, Mr. Pinson’s
Class 1 license was still good, because his appeal 1s actively pending. Mr.
Pinson sent Document #2 to Ms. McDonnell on February 17, 2022. Your
office confirmed on February 18, 2022, that they had received the
attachment.

Mr. Pinson didn't hear from the FWC Commission again, until February 24,
2022, when Officer Erika Zimmerman called him and said, "Roy you didn't
file your appeal”. Mr. Pinson said "yes, I did" and sent Ofc. Zimmerman the
email he had sent to Ms. McDonnell and the reply they returned to him.
Ofc. Zimmerman then called Mr. Pinson on February 28, 2022, and said she
had a paper for Mr. Pinson to sign and she needed to meet him on
Wednesday March 2, 2022, at 3:30 pm. At no time was Mr. Pinson’s appeal
mentioned, after he sent the emails to Ofc. Zimmerman, so he had a good
faith reason to believe that all was good until the FWC Commission
ambushed him with armed officers who arrived ready to shoot and capture
Juma. FWC left Juma’s owner holding a "property receipt" for Juma with
an “X” in the box denoting “misdemeanor” offense. The property receipt is
further evidence that FWC recognized Mr. Pinson as Juma’s owner.

The Cavalry Group 1s monitoring tactical armed raids using high powered weaponry and
trumped up criminal prosecutions of law-abiding private citizens, derived from legislation
originated by lobbyists at HSUS. These armed tactical raids often leave citizens shaken
and fearful of prosecution and destitute through loss of property and the legal expenses
necessary to defend them. The animal law unit distributes the living property seized by
government agents to its animal rights nongovernmental organizations (e.g ASPCA)
partners, acting in concert and operating in joint tactical operations. These NGOs provide
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the government with transport, boarding and expert witness services, and on occasion
provide HSUS cash and supplies directly to a government agency to fund training of
government agents, animal raids and asset seizures. The Cavalry Group recently became
aware that the Animal Law Unit at the Attorney General’s Office in Virgiiareceived
HSUS funding. All this disruptive activity to families of law-abiding animal owners

happens “under color of law” and is the modus operandi of HSUS's training
and lobbying efforts to have animal law enforcement units develop
strategies to generate revenue, raid private property and redistribute wealth
in a highly destructive manner to the citizenry.

The Cavalry Group has been monitoring government agencies that partner
with HSUS. We are defending our members and fighting back in court and
in every level of government, nationwide. Raiding privately owned animal
facilities and alleging trumped up charges against law abiding citizens,
often destroys the animal enterprise owner who 1s unable to recover from
the heavy handedness of government being left with a debt for tens or
hundreds of thousands of dollars for boarding their seized animals at an
HSUS or ASPCA nongovernmental organization’s company. They often
target the financially weakest individuals and minority owned businesses
because they calculated an attack against a target that 1s unlikely to have the
financial resources to expose the collusion and conduct. It’s a form of the
strong preying on the weak. It is essentially a form of theft. Citizens are
divested of their living property by the nongovernmental corporate raiders,
under threat of violence or arrest. This is the HSUS business model that is
being deployed nationwide against private owners of wildlife. If the venture
capitalist firms that shield their liability and exposure to criminal
prosecution by operating through HSUS, weren’t acting in concert
withgovernment law enforcement agencies, their conduct would be
considered actionable civil and criminal racketeering. Once they
monopolize allwildlife under the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries
(GFAS) member syndicate, HSUS will apply the “armed raid and seizures”
business model to continue incrementally monopolizing and outlawing
private land ownership and private personal property that has been targeting
farmers, ranchers and American working-class families, and the agriculture
sector of domesticated animals raised for human consumption. The end
game of the venture capitalists that fund HSUS is to lobby governments and
ultimately gain control of America’s food supply, which is a critical
infrastructure and a national security concern in every country. The venture
capitalists behind the shield of HSUS have an agenda to force all humans to
consume synthetic meat. It is known in the intelligence community as

"nTr 1 ) " 1 a4 1 "nTr 17T ) " 1 1 11 ~

2022CA-001294-0000-00 Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



"FOOd DECUrity " or DEUer sald, " Food INSecurity” wnicn 1s capaoie o1
destabilizing any society, when enough pressure is applied to the markets of
supply and demand. This 1s how Marxists prop up authoritarian rulers who
must destroy freedom to control enslaved nations. Either the 7 FWC
Commissioners are naive and ignorant about world history with respect to
HSUS’s end goal or they are willing participants.

Did Captain Kara Hooker give Ofc. Zimmerman the order to raid the
facility, have Juma shot, drugged and taken unconscious to Carole Baskin’s
BCR so that Ms. Baskin’s captive wildlife company could exploit Juma for
corporate cash and propaganda fundraising? We know Captain Hooker
issued a February 23, 2022, letter ordering Juma’s owner to place Juma at a
licensed facility. Captain Hooker’s letter even included a "list of licensed
facilities that are authorized to possess Class 1 Felidae". If Capt. Hooker
did not issue that order, then who was the decision maker in Captain
Hooker's chain of command? Have the 7 FWC Commissioners ratified
Juma’s shooting and false imprisonment at Carole Baskin’s BCR
Corporation?

The sum of the events that transpired leading up to the March 2 raid on
privately owned property translates into an unlawful shooting (2X) and an
unconstitutional act to permanently deprive Juma from her lawful title
owner. The overwhelming body of law in Florida on private property rights
and duress provides that we win in any legal action to recover Juma. It 1s
also our legal position that an unlawful “Taking” of an ESA federally
protected endangered African Lioness occurred on March 2, 2022, by your
FWC officers. The unlawful FWC corporate gift to the Big Cat Rescue
Corporation from a government body is troubling. Mr. Pinson’s Class 1 was
active and he was legally in possession of Juma. Prove us wrong.

The 7 FWC Commissioner’s primary mission 1s to protect and to serve as
the guardians of wildlife throughout Florida. Instead, they transported an
unconscious hand raised domesticated female African Lioness to Carole
Baskin’s BCR Corporation. Somebody at the Commission is either
heartless, or they developed a bias in favor of the HSUS GFAS business
model over the Accredited Zoos and the highly experienced Barnum and
Bailey Circus Animal Handlers. It’s one thing to seize a wild lioness and
hold her captive. It’s something totally different to violently shoot a
domesticated hand raised 4-year-old lioness with a high-powered CO2
weapon filled with barbed needles and drugs, then rip her away from the
onlv comnanion she has ever known. Of all the neonle in the State of
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Florida and of all the Class 1 licensees that FWC manages, FWC could
have easily arranged, with the consent of Juma’s owner, to deliver Juma to
Elmira’s or to Kay Rosaire at her Big Cat Habitat and Gulf Coast
Sanctuary. Ms. Rosaire 1s the preeminent animal handler and an
internationally recognized expert on big cats, boarding requirements, and
proper acclimation protocols for a domesticated 4-year-old African Lioness
that has emotionally bonded to her human caretaker. Yet, someone high up
in management or within the FWC Commission clearly had a business
preference to gift Juma to the Dr. Kevorkian of Big Cats to die alone and
afraid, as one of Ms. Baskin’s corporate cash prostitutes. It speaks volumes
for the 7 FWC Commissioners that Juma landed where she did and it
speaks to the culture and sordid decay that The Cavalry Group has
witnessed, nationally, wherever HSUS achieves influence over government
taxpayer funded agencies. Juma was taken under threat of deadly force and
against her title owner's consent. If Ofc. Zimmerman had complied with the
owner’s instructions to have Juma temporarily boarded at Elmira’s Wildlife
Sanctuary where the owner could keep Juma reassured that she will
continue to see him until the lawyers could resolve the clerk’s clerical filing
error, we wouldn’t be in this situation with Juma in danger of death or
serious bodily harm.

The FWC Commissioners have provided Carole Baskin with a golden
opportunity to exploit and prostitute Juma online. A domesticated African
Lioness that 1s kept apart from her lifelong companion and is not provided a
proper acclimation protocol can die within a short time period. If she dies
before she is transported to Elmira’s, her blood will forever be on the hands
of the 7 FWC Commissioners: Rodney Barreto; Robert A. Spottswood,
Steven Hudson, Gary Nicklaus, Gary Lester, Sonya Rood and Michael W.
Sole.

How does it work, by the way? Will Ms. Baskin’s BCR $4.4 million dollar
a year corporation continue to receive priceless endangered apex predators
as corporate gifts from the FWC Commissioners who will continue
attending meetings with Kate McFall throughout the state and with other
HSUS lobbyist “stakeholders™ at luxury beachfront hotels, enjoying pricey
taxpayer funded meals at conferences? Will HSUS shower the
Commissioners and an FWC officer with an “HSUS Hero Award” then get
a pat on the back for “rescuing wildlife” from privately owned animal

enterprise licensed facilities? Thanks to the FWC Commission and
whatever clandectine deale they made with (Carnle Rackin and HLTTR Mc
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Baskin’s $4.4 million dollar a year corporate bank accounts are overflowing
from all the online revenue streams her company generates from “rescued”
animals.

The Cavalry Group is aware that Ms. Baskin’s BCR Corporation currently
had no lions for people to “sponsor” and throw cash at Ms. Baskin’s
company, until Juma was forcibly removed from her title owner. The BCR
Corporation does not hold title nor do they have consent from the title
owner to possess Juma. Ms. Baskin’s corporation will be liable for
conversion and so will FWC and the 7 Commissioners, if they do not
immediately remove Juma and transport her to Elmira’s. The false “seizure
and rescue” narrative that the 7 Commissioners facilitated, allowed BCR
Corporation to create, supports HSUS and BCR’s public relations campaign
to end private ownership of all wildlife and privately owned animal
enterprise throughout the State of Florida. Juma will likely end up on some
Netflix documentary so that BCR Corporation can enjoy more fame and
fortune from the false narratives and virtue signaling “rescue corporations”
as the cash and the spoils of their war against private ownership are
redistributed among the BCR Corporation, GFAS and HSUS.

Surely, you must know that it’s more than just coincidence that Juma’s
seizure was timed to coincide with World Wildlife Day and that her
unlawful seizure will add fuel to BCR's corporate fundraising campaigns.
The unlawful and unconstitutional seizure will increase BCR’s revenue
streams on the verge of them releasing Ms. Baskin’s newest “Tiger King”
spinoff docu-series and Ms. Baskin’s latest documentary, “The
Conservation Game” which is a BCR and HSUS false propaganda
campaign to disparage Zoological professionals and create a false sense that
there is a national crisis. The crisis narrative is created in order to pressure
legislation to force private animal enterprise owners into submission and
into HSUS GFAS’s Corporate membership or risk total destruction of their
animal enterprise. The intended consequences of HSUS public policy is to
ensure the extinction of all animal species that have been conserved in large
part by private animal enterprise, zoological professionals, and responsible
breeding of all life forms throughout the planet. We’ve been practicing
animal law and defending private animal enterprise long enough to
remember when the revenue generating message against our members was
that “nobody had a right to keep captive wildlife” and that they should be

“released to run free in the wild”. HSUS and BCR’s Corporate message has
Arhoanaad wasver that TICTTC arantad a AR A QC mananananlyr axsrar Annntivia sxralAlifa
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and constructed a business model that evolved into their GFAS membership
program which funds a steady revenue stream for a billion-dollar animal
industry and enjoys celebrity endorsements and political access at every
level of government. Unlike the "Born Free" message of the 1970s, in 2022,
the message has evolved into “only GFAS governed members who pay
GFAS a share of their operations" should have the right to keep captive
wildlife. In congress, this type of business arrangement 1s known as a
forced “Green” contract. Substitute the word “green” with a red flag
containing a hammer and sickle and it will crystallize the meaning of the
"green politics" of controlling animal enterprises.

The Cavalry Group wants to know what reports the FWC Commissioners
are receiving from the Big Cat Rescue Corporation or is it that GFAS
members are receiving special treatment and are not being held to the same
regulatory standards as the FWC and USDA highly regulated Class 1
licensed facilities? If the 7 Commissioners are not receiving veterinarian
health status reports regularly from Ms. Baskin, why aren’t they? If FWC is
going to serve as Ms. Baskin’s corporate supplier, then FWC will also be
assuming the legal liability for anything that happens to the private living
property of any FWC licensed owner and Cavalry Group Member. The
Commission owns the Carole Baskin BCR corporate problem.

Today, March 28, 2022, will be Day 26 that Juma 1s being held hostage and
prostituted for cash at Carole Baskin’s Corporate Hospice for Big Cats. The
Cavalry

Group will hold the FWC Commissioners legally, morally and publicly
responsible for that situation.

On Friday, March 25, 2022 after my third request for a telephone
conference with your office, Ms. McDonnell replied:

Dear Mr. Penalta,

The wildlife was lawfully seized by the Commission in the exercise of its
official duties and has been temporarily boarded at a captive wildlife
facility which is required to provide appropriate care and maintenance of
the animal. Your client has been provided with documentation regarding the
seizure by our Law Enforcement Officers. I do not have anything
additional to discuss at this time.

Sincerely,

2022CA-001294-0000-00 Received in Polk 04/19/2022 06:38 PM



Bridget K. McDonnell

Assistant General Counsel

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 620 South Meridian
Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600

Telephone: 850-487-1764

Fax: 850-487-1790

Please provide answers to the following:
1. Please provide the Commission’s factual basis for Ms. McDonnell’s

allegation that Juma was “lawfully seized”?

2. Please provide the Commission’s factual basis for Ms. McDonnell’s
allegation that Juma was shot and seized “in the exercise of its official
duties™?

3. Please provide the Commission’s factual basis for Ms. McDonnell’s
allegation that Juma is “temporarily boarded”?

4. Please provide the Commission’s factual basis for Ms. McDonnell’s
allegation that Juma is being provided “appropriate care”.

5. Does appropriate care include proper acclimation protocols for
violently taking a domesticated ESA protected and endangered
African Lioness from its lawful owner only to abandon Juma at Carole
Baskin's company?

6. What professionally accredited acclimation protocols are being
administered by the BCR Corporation? Please produce the
documentation to support that protocol for each day that Juma/KODA
has been held by the BCR Corporation.

7. What are the 7 Commissioner’s and FWC’s law enforcement’s
explanations of the evidence that we possess that shows Juma was
illegally removed by an extra-constitutional act of the FWC
Commission?

In closing, please do not send another underling that refuses to cooperate
with our investigation and is nonresponsive to our legitimate and
reasonable requests for factual evidence. Since you oversee your
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department’s leadership, we would appreciate a response directly from you
on this communication, as this matter has escalated and every minute that
passes, sand 1s running through the hourglass which moves Juma one
minute closer to death at Ms. Baskin’s corporation.

We are formally requesting an OIG investigation of what transpired
between Carole Baskin, the Big Cat Rescue (BCR) Corporation, Captain
Kara Hooker, Ofc. Erika Zimmerman and Asst. General Counsel Bridget
McDonnell.

What is your office going to do to correct this situation? Why don’t you
pick up the phone or zoomconference with me and let’s develop a plan
ofaction to transport Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary, without
further delay and let’s save her life together. Otherwise, if your legal
department is not going to provide us with the answers to our questions or
respond to our public records requests, then please have the professional
courtesy of telling us that your legal department is refusing to negotiate
with us any further and that our diplomatic efforts to avert litigation have
failed.

Please provide us with an acknowledgement and a response by close of
business on Thursday, March 31, 2022.

Sincerely,

Alexander Penalta

TIME SENSITIVE
COMM...ON.pdf
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DO NOT COPY OR DISCLOSE
ATTORNEY CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND WORK PRODUCT PRIVILEGED

Alexander Penalta, Esquire
Chief Litigation Counsel, Juris Doctor

LR LRSS I TR BRI L

Office: (386) 847-533
CIVIL & CRIMINAL COURT ADMISSIONS, CERTIFICATIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS

Licensed to practice in Florida and Washington, D.C.

United States Supreme Court

United States Court of International Trade

United States Court of Military Appeals

United States District Court, Southern Middle and Northern District

National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary

Supreme Court of Florida Approved Rule 11.020 Qualified Court-Appointed Arbitrator

Navy Veteran and Minority Business Enterprise, Certified by the State of Florida

FBI Infragard, Orlando Branch Critical Infrastructure, Transportation, Food and Agriculture Sectors

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING DESIGNATED E-MAILS FOR SERVICE IN COMPLIANCE WITH FLORIDA RULE 2.516

Primary: ad
Secondaty:

CONFIDENTTAT.ITY NOTICFE: The Electronic Commmunications Privacv Act covers this electronic tranamitted message 1R 1T S ' Sections
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From: Alexander Penalta, Esquire law@penalta.com &

Subject: (Amended Civil Remedies Notice) TIME SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION E.S. 624.155 and 768.28, Civil Remedies Notice \\
and Time Sensitive Demand for FWC to transfer Juma, a hand raised ESA African Lioness to Elmira's Wilderness Sanctuary\

Date: April 2, 2022 at 8:43 PM

To: Emily.Norton@myfwc.com, governorron.desantis @eog.myflorida.com
Cc: The Cavalry Group generalcounsel @thecavalrygroup.com

Alexander Penalta, Juris Doctor
Also admitted in District of Columbia

L US. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Gircuit
i 3.5, District Courts
Seuthern Middie & Northern Districhs of Florida
t U5, Court of Appeals for the Armed Farces
V. 115, Court of intemational Trade
V. United States Supreme Court
Vi, FAA SEL Licensed Private Pilot
Vit. {AQPA] Legal Service Plan Attorney
Vi NRA tegal Plan Attorney
X, USCG Licensed Captain & Master 50T
Sailing Endorsement & USNA NAGs/26 Quaiified
X. Navy Veteran and Minority Owned Businass
Certified by the State of Flarida
X1 Nationa! Association of
Administrative Law Jugiciary
Xit. Supreme Court of Florida Appraved Rule
11029 Qualified Court Appainted Arbitrator
Xl FBl infragavd, Orlando Branch,
Transportation, Foad and Agriculture
Critical Infrastructure Sectars

April 2, 2022

Law Firm
of

PENALTA & ASSOCIATES, P.A,

E& ﬁemi”%f Zfaiw ﬂi’»:x%

The Barnett Group Building
3301 South Ridgewood Avenue
Edgewater, Florida 32141
Telephone {386} 847-5335
E-Mail: admin@penaltalaw.com
Web: www.penaltalaw.com

Good afternoon General Counsel Norton:

A

Antmal angd K-9 Law
Aviation & Drones (UAS/UAV)
Baating Safety & Oparaticns
Business Operations and Disruptions
Casino Operations
Civil Criminal & Administrative Law
Complex Business Litigation
Domestic Tervorisim Animal Enterprise
EEQC and Employment
msurance Claims
Litigation, Mediation ang Trials
Military Courts
Motarsports snd Oriver Safety
National Security
Profassional and Trade Licansing
Restauvant and 8ar Law
Risk Management, Safety & Injury
Scuba Diving Operations
Seif Defense Law
Agri-Tourism and Transportation

Please substitute this amended notice in place of the April 1, 2022,
9:55 p.m. communication that we emailed you and kindly forward
this copy to FWC’s Executive Director, Eric Sutton. We will stipulate
that the 60-day clock starts running on April 2, 2022. This
communication serves as formal notice to the head of the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. The Cavalry Group and
its member, Roy Pinson, provides this Civil Remedies Notice, in
compliance with F.S. 624.155 and 768.28. As you know, the purpose
of this notice is to allow for a 60-day pre-suit investigation of the
claims we intend to prosecute against the following parties:

1.) Executive Director, Eric Sutton and the seven (7) commissioners
at the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for the

State of Florida (FWC);

. g o
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2.) Captain Kara Hooker; and,
3.) Ofc. Erika Zimmerman.

Mr. Pinson has never passed legal title to Juma to any of the parties
that are about to be sued for Juma’s unlawful possession and
retention. Mr. Pinson is filing suit for compensation and the
repossession of Juma, based on civil conversion, and the unlawful
seizure and taking of personal property by FWC in violation of his
Florida constitutional right to privately own wildlife (i.e., specifically, a
four-year-old African Lioness named Juma, an ESA federally
protected, Felidae). Mr. Pinson is the sole legal title owner of Juma.
The FWC Commissioners, nor the FWC officers, nor Ms. Baskin’s
Big Cat Rescue Corporation have ever possessed legal title to
Juma. Mr. Pinson hand raised and rehabilitated Juma since she was
just a little cub. Ms. Baskin’s company, the BCR Corporation, is a
corporate house of horrors that raises cash and ensures the
extinction of every endangered species it encounters. The BCR
Corporation’s mission is in direct conflict with the mission statement
of The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Mr.
Pinson’s licensed facility was founded for a purpose that is
consistent with FWC’s stated mission to protect wildlife throughout
the State of Florida. One of Mr. Pinson’s mission is to ensure the
conservation of endangered African Lions.

On March 2, 2022, FWC unlawfully raided Mr. Pinson’s FWC Class |
licensed facility and gifted Juma as if she was FWC’s own property
to give to Carole Baskin and her Big Cat Rescue Corporation. Ms.
Baskin and her corporation have ignored Mr. Pinson’s repeated
demands for the return of Mr. Pinson’s private property. Silence and
evasion of process servers is an admission of guilt by Big Cat
Rescue Corporation. Big Cat Rescue has demonstrated guilt through
the following unlawful conduct:

1.) the felonious and tortious intent to permanently deprive a private
citizen and a Cavalry Group member of his living personal property,
through the unconstitutional acts committed by the FWC
Commission and its armed officers;
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2.) the felonious and tortious intent to permanently deprive Mr.
Pinson’s possession of Juma and to attempt to psychologically
abuse and confuse Juma; the unilateral exercise of corporate
ownership that changed Juma’s name to Koda to disguise FWC'’s
business relationship with BCR Corporation and to disguise Juma to
potential BCR corporate donors;

3.) the felonious and tortious intent to permanently deprive Mr.
Pinson’s possession of Juma in furtherance of FWC'’s service to Ms.
Baskin’s BCR Corporation as its corporate supplier and trafficker of
unconstitutionally seized privately owned domesticated wildlife and
ESA wildlife;

4.) the felonious and tortious intent to permanently deprive Mr.
Pinson’s possession of Juma to financially exploit Mr. Pinson’s
private property, without his consent and without payment;

5.) the felonious and tortious intent to permanently deprive Mr.
Pinson’s possession of Juma and for the refusal to contractually
bargain for payment of royalties for using private property without Mr.
Pinson’s consent in the BCR Company’s corporate advertising,
marketing, and fundraising;

6.) the felonious and tortious intent to permanently deprive Mr.
Pinson’s possession of Juma, to confine Juma, to engage in harmful
and unlawful tortious conduct that forces Juma to live in an
emotionally abusive environment for online voyeurs, donors, and the
legacy corporate media for the corporate financial exploitation by
Carole Baskin’s Big Cat Rescue Company; and,

7.) the felonious and tortious intent to permanently deprive Mr.
Pinson’s possession of Juma in order to engage in continuous
corporate online false and misleading campaigns to fuel the
exploitation of a federally protected endangered species for BCR
Corporate marketing, documentaries, Hollywood movies, advertising
and fundraising campaigns; to promote false and misleading Marxist
anti-private property ideology and HSUS inspired legislation funded
by venture capitalists and syndicate donors that are advancing a
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globalist agenda for “The Great Reset” of Florida’s agritourism
industry and Floridians who wish to exercise their fundamental rights
to own private property; the HSUS public policy of animal ownership
in Florida which will be a landmark constitutional infringement case
upon the rights of every Floridian and United States citizen to own
personal property throughout the state;

8.) the felonious and tortious intent to permanently deprive Mr.
Pinson’s possession of Juma and to challenge the fundamental right
to own private property and to be free from authoritarian
governmental abuses involving armed intimidation, tactical raids,
shootings, trumped up criminal charges and unlawful government
seizures;

9.) the felonious and tortious intent to permanently deprive Mr.
Pinson’s possession of Juma, to prosecute the licensee and grind
them down in criminal litigation, and to destroy BCR’s business
competitors; the end goal is to ultimately force the monopolization of
all licensees through a false and misleading public campaign which
generates congressional legislation of all privately owned wildlife
throughout the United States to submit to nonconsensual private
corporate governance and financial control under the umbrella of the
animal based nongovernmental organizations and the syndicate led
by the Humane Society of The United States’ Global Federation of
Animal Sanctuaries (GFAS); the syndicate’s ultimate corporate
agenda is to subvert the Florida Antitrust Act in order to achieve a
corporate monopoly over Florida’s food production and to create
food insecurity which contributes to the political destabilization of the
society throughout the state and throughout the nation.

The Office of the Executive Director, The seven FWC
Commissioners and the two FWC armed officers, either through
negligent or willful conduct, participated directly or indirectly, with
coordinating the unlawful raid of Mr. Pinson’s facility to shoot Juma
twice, drug her and drag her unconscious to FWC'’s corporate
partner, Carole Baskin and her Big Cat Rescue Corporation, a
wildlife facility of ill repute, for the financial online exploitation of
Juma and other endangered animals like her.
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| hese lInks below are just three examples ot the online revenue
streams that were generated by Carole Baskin’s Corporation since
the March 2, 2022 raid, where the public is directed through false
and misleading campaigns to donate money to Carole Baskin’s
company, using endangered animals that are doomed for death and
species level extinction under BCR’s forced captivity:
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FWC is the government facilitator and the proximate cause for the
torts that were committed against Mr. Pinson. As of the date of this
communication, Juma continues to be in the possession of Big Cat
Rescue Corporation, against Juma’s will and the against the will of
Juma’s title owner. To date, Juma has not been transferred to
Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary, despite repeated instructions to do
SO.

The Cavalry Group and Mr. Pinson have issued multiple requests,
through our office, for a telephone conference and for a response
from your client, FWC, by close of business, March 31, 2022. Every
single request for production and for a telephone or video zoom
conference have gone ignored. The Executive Director, Eric Sutton
and the seven FWC Commissioners ignored our repeated requests
and never acknowledged receipt thereof. Regardless of whether
FWC’s conduct was originally based upon negligence, FWC'’s
silence and non-responsiveness to our repeated requests for
transparency with their relations to HSUS, Carole Baskin and the Big
Cat Rescue Corporation has, at this stage, been elevated to willful,
arbitrary, and capricious conduct. The Executive Director and the
FWC Commissioners have demonstrated their intent to conspire with
Carole Baskin, BCR Corporation, GFAS and HSUS and to continue
to permanently deprive our client of his private property by refusing
to transfer Juma to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary.
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Sllence by the Executive Director's Utnice and the seven FwWe
Commissioners is an admission of guilt. We have made multiple
requests for telephone conferences, production of documents and
we provided specific instructions to transfer Juma out of BCR’s
Corporate possession (to avoid the risks of permanent physical and
emotional injury or death to an endangered species, i.e., Juma).
FWC has ignored the following requests, to date:

1.) the Office of the Executive Director and the FWC Commissioners
have failed to produce any lawfully bargained for contract evidencing
title and lawful ownership to Juma;

2.) the Office of the Executive Director and the FWC Commissioners
failed to produce any judicial court order(s) evidencing FWC’s title to
Juma;

3.) the Office of the Executive Director and the FWC Commissioners
failed to produce any case law that demonstrates FWC’s legal right
to take possession (and title) of Juma,;

4.) the Office of the Executive Director and the FWC Commissioners
have failed to produce the factual and legal basis for engaging in an
unlawful scheme with BCR Corporation to unlawfully take
possession of a federally protected non-native African endangered
species for corporate online financial exploitation;

5.) the Office of the Executive Director and the FWC Commissioners
have failed to produce any lawful order to show cause for the legal
and factual basis supporting FWC'’s justification, as a constitutional
body of the State of Florida, to unlawfully attempt to provide a
political/corporate gift that would financially benefit the BCR
Corporation where Juma is being held captive and at risk of suffering
emotional and physical harm (e.g. FWC has actual notice that Juma
was perfectly healthy prior to the FWC raid and after FWC gifted
Juma to BCR, Juma is showing signs of injury and abuse to an ESA
protected animal, i.e. limping on her front leg; FWC has actual notice
and the video link of Juma’s visible leg injury which happened during
or after the shooting, transport and delivery of Juma to Carole
Baskin; FWC has willfully ignored repeated requests from The
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Cavalry Group, Juma’s owner and the owner’s veterinarian to enter
the BCR corporate grounds where Juma is being confined against
her will to make a veterinarian’s assessment of Juma'’s injury;

6.) the Office of the Executive Director and the FWC Commissioners
have failed to produce any lawful court order that legally justifies
Juma’s theft, conversion and continued false imprisonment at the
BCR Corporation which has been detrimental to Juma and is likely to
cause emotional damage to Juma'’s psychological and physical
welfare;

7.) the Office of the Executive Director and the FWC Commissioners
have failed to produce full disclosures of any communications
regarding Juma, in any form, between FWC Officers, the seven
FWC Commissioners, the Executive Director’s Office and HSUS,
GFAS, Carole Baskin, and BCR Corporate (or any family members,
that violates F.S. 112.313(2) and (4), 112.3148, 112.31485 and
112.3215 relating to “things of value,” “gifts” and “expenditures”);
and,

8.) the Office of the Executive Director and the FWC Commissioners
have failed to produce full disclosure of whether any mutually
beneficial, political, or financial relationships exists between the
FWC Commissioners, FWC Officers and HSUS, GFAS, Carole
Baskin, and the Big Cat Rescue Corporation.

Finally, kindly consider this communication as F.S. 119 Public
Records Request #30 for a complete copy of the insurance
provider’s policies, all riders, and all attachments. Please provide the
specific name of the insurance provider who will be defending this
action for violations of the Florida Constitution, Civil Conversion, and
Negligence on behalf of The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission’s role in the seizure and transport of Juma, which Mr.
Pinson is challenging. Request #31 is for the disclosure of all
donations made to FWC from HSUS, PETA, any other animal rights
related nongovernmental organizations or animal rights activists.

The Cavalry Group member and Juma’s owner seeks a fair and just
resolution which includes compensatory damages for the
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government’s unlawful and extraconstitutional transgressions
against the animal welfare of Juma, an endangered African Lioness.
We also intend to prosecute the civil claims against the Executive
Director, the seven FWC Commissioners and will seek
compensatory damages for the claims: 1.) the negligent or
intentional acts of conversion of private property; 2.) the violations to
the rule of law and violations against the Florida constitutional rights
of a Florida citizen’s private property rights; and 3.) carrying on
FWC'’s regulatory policies that conflict with the Florida Supreme
Court ruling, the Florida Legislature, the will of the people and the
fundamental constitutional liberties and American founding principles
of private property ownership of animals and domesticated wildlife
throughout the State of Florida, Barrow v. Holland, 125 S0.2d 748,
751 {Fla. 1860).

As you know, The Cavalry Group is an Animal Welfare Stakeholder
in Florida and throughout the nation. Mindy Patterson, President of
The Cavalry Group, and our office would always welcome a zoom
conference with Executive Director, Eric Sutton, the seven FWC
Commissioners, and your office in order to find an immediate
solution that achieves the safe return of Juma from Carole Baskin
and achieves Juma’s transport to Elmira’s Wilderness Sanctuary for
temporary boarding, until this litigation is complete. Wishing you and
your legal team a lovely weekend and we look forward to any future
interactions with the Office of the General Counsel.

Sincerely,

PENALTA & ASSOCIATES, PA.

Alexander Penalta, Esquire
Chief Litigation Counsel
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www.penaltalaw.com
Office: (386) 847-5335

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING DESIGNATED E-MAILS FOR SERVICE IN COMPLIANCE WITH FLORIDA RULE
2.516. DO NOT send Notices, Motions or Pleadings to the sender’'s email address. Doing so does not constitute legal
notice as required by the rules of court. All such Notices, Pleadings or Motions must be sent to: Primary:
admin@penaltalaw.com Secondary: law@penalta.com

This information is confidential and may constitute attorney-client and/or work production information. No waiver of
any privilege is agreed to by virtue of any inadvertent disclosure to any other person.
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